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QUESTIONS FOR USE IN DISCUSSION GROUPS
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Chapter I
THE PERSONS OF THE GODHEAD

. A says, “The Church should not use illustrations from science in her teaching,

because only experts in science can distinguish scientific facts from
theories”,

B says, “The Church must relate her teaching to that of the scientists, if
her message is to be deemed relevant in a scientific age”.

What do you think?

Discuss the statement that “Christ’s place and work in the universe is
simply an extcnsion of His regenerating effect on the faithful soul”,

. “There is nothing either in science or theology against viewing the universe

as a projection of Divine thought”. Do you agree?

. Can you think of any points on which sound theology and scientific facts

are contradictory?

. Could the salvation of man have been effected without the Incarnation

of the Son of God?

. How important is it to believe that Jesus was born of a Virgin? Could He

have shared our nature to the full without such a birth?

. “The Divine purpose in Creation is realized in the fellowship of the Church”.

Do you agree? What can we do to promote God’s purpose to-day?

. Is it important to believe that our Lord descended into Hades?
. “The doctrine of a future Judgement implies that until then no man’s

future state is irrevocably secaled”. Discuss the relation between this
view and belief in an’ Intermediate State.

Does “realized eschatology” strengthen or undermine belief in an Inter-
mediate State?

Discuss the points of difference between a resurrection appearance and a
disembodied spirit. Do you think our Lord’s resurrection was really
necessary ? :

Is cremation consistent with Christian beliefs?
How would you convince someone that Jesus rose from the dead?

How can we overcome the limitations of language in attempting to
understand the Resurrection and Ascension of our Lord? Is precise
definition desirable or possible on such questions?

Are modern Space Research prdgrammes likely to have any material
effect on Christian beliefs and teaching?

Find and discuss some passages in the New Testament which connect
the coming of the Holy Spirit with both the Father and the Son.

Is it possible to be a Christian without believing in the Holy Spirit? (e.g.,
is belief in the Spirit essential for a valid sacrament of Holy Baptism by
which we are incorporated “into Christ™?).
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Chapter II
THE SCRIPTURES AND CREEDS

“The (?]hurch is founded on the Bible”’,—to what extent is that statement
true

The teaching of the Old Testament “is to be understood and applied only
in the light of Christian principles”. Do you agree?

Discuss the value of reading the Old Testament in Public Worship. Are
all parts of it of equal value (e.g., the story of Jael’s slaughter of Sisera,
and the Book of Isaiah).

The Church followed Judaism “in regarding Scripture as the record of
revelation, and of unique religious authority”. Cgonsidcr the bearing of
this on our differences with the Roman Church regarding the basis of
dogmas of the Faith.

Discuss: “There is a tendency towards the New Testament in the Old™.

Do you think that Article VII is justified in distinguishing between parts
of the O?ld Testament which are binding upon Christians, and those which
are not? '

“It is a mistake to suppose that prophetic vision or insight contained a
clear picture of the future, every detail of which was realized in the event,
prophecy is never equal to fulfilment like that: fulfilment is always richer
and more meaningful than prophecy”. Do you agree?

Discuss the statement: “There are different sorts of truth. If the facts of a
story are true but the interpretation they place on God are untrue, is it
right to say the story is true?”

“No man is ever better than the best he believes™. Is this true? If so, has
it any relevance to the Creeds? ’ ‘

“Every man should be free to reject whatever he dislikes; the Church
should not require acceptance of the Creeds”. Discuss the weakness of
such an argument (e.g., should a man be free to reject any of the Com-
mandments with impunity; what would happen to society if everyone
did the same?).

“It is better to be a heretic than a hypocrite!” Do you agree? Is it necessary
to be cither one or the other?

Chapter III
THE NATURE OF MAN

The present century has seen great scientific advances which are widely
regarded as marks of “progress”. Discuss whether it is easier to over-
come sin to-day (consider juvenile delinquency, sexual relationships, the
effect of modern advertising on morals and standards, etc.). Can
industrialized society be regarded as “better” than rural society?

Discuss the failure of the evolutionary theory of ethics to account for
conscience.

“The doctrine of Original Sin is an attempt to explain the universal
sinfulness of human nature”. Do you agree that there is a tendency to
do evil in every person—if so, how do you account for it?

Discuss the statement: “Nothing is too good to be true; the better it is the
truer it is”.

God’s love in creation and redemption must be the primary thought about
His relation to us. Discuss whether such a belief tends to preserve human
freedom.
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. “Where moral behaviour is the result of human endeavour . . .
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Why can man not “turn and prepare himself, by his natural strength and
good works, to faith, and calling upon God”?

“For beings placed in a world like ours, acceptance of the Gospel involves
two things, the prompting of grace to believe, and personal decision to
respond”. Do you agree?

Temptation has been defined as “the conflict within us between what we
believe to be the will of God on one side and the pull of evil forces on the
other”. Is such temptation good for us, or would we be better people
without it (e.g., does a person who knows nothing of the will of God
experience any consciousness of being tempted) ?

Discuss the nature of our Lord’s Temptation in the wilderness. Do we
ever suffer similar temptations to-day?

How are the two statements in I John i.8 and iii.9 on sinfulness and sinlessness
to be reconciled? If we teach that sinless perfection is not feasible on
earth, do we undermine the motive for human effort?

Article XVI takes an intermediate position between two extremes: (a) the
impossibility of forgiveness for the unpardonable sin, and (b) the
impossibility of the regenerate committing sin. Discuss the value and
limitations of each of the three positions, and show which is in closest
accord with your own experience.

Should the Church adopt a more stringent attitude towards those who
deliberately commit sin? Which attitude is most likely to lead to the
sinner’s repentance? Should the same rules be applied and rigidly
enforced in every case?

Show that the general teaching of the New Testament is that Christians
still sin, can repent and receive pardon.

Chapter IV
THE SALVATION OF MAN

Discuss the relationship between Baptism and justification,

“For St. Paul there is no such thing as an isolated Christian, standing alone
and by himself”. Discuss whether this statement is true, and if so, its
implications (e.g. can a man be saved in isolation, without being 2 member
of a fellowship) ? o

it is not
possible to avoid a feeling of self-congratulation and pride in independent
accomplishment™. Is this always so? If such pride is sinful, can human
endeavour alone ever produce deeds of merit in the sight of God?

Consider why our righteous acts can never establish a claim to divine
reward.

Article XII rejects two wrong attitudes towards Good Works. Is a true
attitude towards Good Works important from a practical point of view
(e.g., how significant are they in relation to witness to the outsider)?

Consider the error corrected in the Epistle of James, and show how its
teaching may be reconciled with that of St. Paul.

What is the place of Good Works in Christianity? Are they essential?

“The basis of Christian living is unique both in content and method”.
From such a viewpoint, discuss the statement in Article XIII that
“Works done before the grace of Christ, and the inspiration of His Spirit,
are not pleasant to God”.

What should be the dominant motive of Christian conduct?

Show from the New Testament that Christian behaviour is not mere
obedience to an external code, but the expression of the mind of Christ
within the believer.
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Discuss how the moral sense renders the phrase “a work of supererogation™
meaningless.

“Conscience commits us to honour the best that we know”. Discuss the
implications of this statement.

When a serious accident causes loss of life and injury sometimes people
say, “It is God’s will”. Do you think it is part of God’s purpose that such
accidents happen?

. Predestination is often interpreted as meaning that every detail of human

life is dictated by a predetermined Divine plan. Is such a view consistent
with the view that man is endowed by God with a free will?

If “Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of God” does it apply
to all men, and should it affect our attitude towards notorious sinners
and criminals (e.g., should a murderer be hanged) ?

Discuss the effect of ‘liberalism’ in religion on the missionary work of the
Church, and on evangelism in general.

“One faith, or any form of the same faith, is as good as another”. Do you
agrece? What is the logical conclusion to which such a view leads? Is it
consistent with such passages as Hebrews i.1-3; ii.1-4, etc.

Discuss the statement: “Consistency itself is not sufficient; it must be a
consistency in which expression is given to true thinking”.

Is opposition and disagreement in thought a good or a bad thing? It is
said to be good for governments. Is it also good for religion?

Chapter V
THE CHURCH

““Men speak as if Christians came first and the Church after: as if the origin
of the Church was in the wills of the individuals who composed it. But,
on the contrary, throughout the teaching of the Apostles, we see that it
is the Church that comes first and the members of it afterwards.” If this
is true would the present day members of the Church have any right to
originate a new Church (e.g., for the sake of unity) which differed in
fundamental doctrine and practice from the Church of the carly centuries?

“However corrupt the Christians may be, St. Paul does not suggest that
they do not belong to the ‘true’ or ‘real’ Church”. Sometimes we hear
people to-day saying, “You may be a member of the Church, but you’re
not a Christian”. Can both of these statements be true? If not, which do
_you think is true?

“The prodigal son was still a son even when he was in the far country; he
did not become a son by his act of repentance”. The parable illustrates
the relationship between God and man. When do we become ‘sons of
God’? Do we have to do something in order to become God’s children?

“Truth and loyalty to truth must come first, both for the sake of the truth
and for the sake of the Church’s mission in the world. A divided Church,
each part of which is convinced of the truth as it sees it, is more likely to
convert the world to Christianity than a Church united in uncertainty”.
Do you agree?
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Chapter VI
THE CHURCH’S AUTHORITY IN DOCTRINE

What is the value of traditions and ceremonies? Is it desirable that they
should vary from place to place?

. If the Church asserted her authority more effectively would it check the

spread of sectarianism, or would it foster a reaction which would have the
opposite effect?

Sometimes people undermine the teaching of the Church by saying, “It’s
not what the Church says that matters, it’s what the Bible says”. How
would you answer such a statement? Give examples of any real contradic-
tion between the teaching of the Anglican Church and that of the Bible.

Discuss the advantages and/or disadvantages of allowing the Civil Power
to have rights in Church affairs (e.g., Establishment in the Church of
England).

“In the New Testament future punishment is usually connected with the
Last Judgement and after, and not with the experience of spirits in the
Intermediate State”. Is this a valid conclusion from the biblical references
given on page 140 and 143?

Discuss whether the value of using images as aids to devotion is greater than
the dangers inherent in such a practice.

Can the Invocation of Saints be justified on any ground?

Chapter VII
THE CHURCH’S AUTHORITY IN DISCIPLINE

“If too much emphasis is laid on ‘edification’ people get the impression
that worship is primarily for the benefit of man; we ought to think more
of what type ol worship God desires”. Do you agree? What type of
worship is most likely to satisfy both God’s desires and man’s needs?

How can we keep our Services traditional without allowing them to become
dull and monotonous? Give suggestions.

“Fellowship is essential in Christian Worship, and fellowship is fully realized
only when worship becomes a common and corporate action”. Discuss
ways and means of implementing this principle.

To what extent should worship be expressed in the everyday language
of the people, or should people be taught the language of worship?
Is continuity important in worship (the same Bible is read in every
generation) or should the forms of worship change to suit each generation?

Discuss the reasons for and against clerical celibacy, having regard to the
evidence of the New Testament and Church history on the question.
Is it desirable that the Church should take disciplinary action against

notorious offenders? What form should such discipline take?

Should the Church impose discipline on those who break their marriage
vows (e.g., by divorce, or remarriage after divorce)?

Article XXXIV condemns “whosoever through his private judgement
deliberately breaks the traditions and ceremonies of the Church”. Should
such offenders be disciplined, and if so, what form of discipline would be
effective against such individualists ?
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Discuss the dangers (a) of placing too much emphasis on private judgement,
and (b) of under-rating private judgement.

Over the centuries a great varicty of Traditions have developed in the
Church. What criteria would you use in assessing the value and import-
ance of particular traditions ? .

The reading of non-canonical writings in the Church’s Services was not
unknown in the Church’s history. Should the practice be continued
subject to episcopal or synodical approval of the writings to be read
(We already read Pastoral Letters from Bishops and extracts from the
Lambeth Conference Reports) ? .

Shou!d‘ the Church make use of modern media in her Services, such as
religious films or appropriate broadcasts from time to time?

Chapter VIII
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHUREH

“The Church grew up round its Apostolic Ministry. There is a given-ness
both in its faith and in its form”. Examine this statement with reference
to the New Testament, and discuss its implications for the re-union of the
Church.

Would the Church be true to its essential nature as conceived by our Lord,
if it had no ordained Ministry? Consider, for instance, the significance
of John xx.23, etc.

Discuss the reasons for the Roman Catholic Church’s denial of the validity
of Anglican Orders.

Discuss the significance of the words in the Preface to the Ordinal: “or
hath had formerly episcopal Consecration or Ordination”.

Most people seek the advice of a trained doctor or lawyer when they require
authoritative opinions on medical or legal questions; why are they
sometimes so willing to accept the opinion of laymen untrained in theology
when they are seeking the answer to religious questions?

Chapter IX
THE SACRAMENTS

Would our Lord have instituted the Sacraments of the Gospel if participation
in them were not necessary for salvation ?

Discuss the connection between Baptism and Confirmation. Which do
you think is most important?

“Things in physical Nature can symbolize and communicate spiritual
reality”. Discuss this statement and think out some examples to illustrate
it.

Discuss whether the principle underlying Article XXVI is a sound one.

Is it right to re-baptize someone who has been baptized in infancy? Discuss
the presuppositions on which such a practice is based, and see if they are
in accord with New Testament teaching.

. Discuss the evidence for believing that Christian Baptism was instituted

by our Lord (cf. p. 190 {.).
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“Baptism is the means whereby God performs a divine creative act”. If so,
should we expect to be able to explain the precise relationship between
the form of the Sacrament and its effects?

Is there sufficient evidence from the New Testament and early Church
history to justify the practice of Infant Baptism?

Discuss the teaching of Article XXVIII on the Presence of Christ in the
Lord’s Supper.

Discuss how sacramental worship can be made an instrument of evangelism.

. Study the Holy Communion Service and discuss its teaching and devotional

value. Would you like to see any changes made in the Service?

Is it desirable that the Anglican Communion Service should follow the same
basic structure in every part of the world?

Discuss, following Article XXIX, how the doctrine of Christ’s Presence
in the Holy Communion is related to the spiritual state of the
communicant.

Examine references in the New Testament to the Lord’s Supper which
indicate that the early Christians received in Both Kinds (e.g., I Cor.
x1.23-29).

Do you consider that the conception of Transubstantiation is sufficient
reason to justify the withholding of the Cup from the laity?

Discuss the argument of the Epistle to the Hebrews that the sacrifice of the
Death of Christ is the end of all sacrifices.

Can the Roman sacrifices of Masses be said to resemble the Jewish sacrifices
in any way?

Chapter X
CHURCH AND STATE

Discuss the facts which led to the development of the Bishop of Rome’s
pre-eminence. Do these facts justify Roman Catholic claims?

Can it be demonstrated conclusively from the New Testament that St. Peter
was chief amongst the Apostles?

Can the Royal Supremacy in ecclesiastical affairs be justified on theological
or historical grounds?

Is the teaching of Article XXXVII on Capital Punishment and Pacificism
satisfactory ?

Consider whether our Lord’s teaching (e.g., His advice to the Rich Young
Ruler) supports the principles of modern Communism.

Discuss the instances of “communism” in the Acts of the Apostles, and
their background. Do they constitute an obligation upon us to adopt
the same practice?

Show that while “the right, title, and possession’ of wealth are admitted in
Scripture, it also teaches the stewardship of wealth.

Consider the implications of our Lord’s teaching on swearing in
St. Matthew v.34-37.

Are the Quakers justified in refusing to take oaths?

Discuss St. Paul's invoking the Name of Christ or of God in solemn
affirmation (Rom. ix.1; II Cor. i.23; Gal. i.20), and consider whether
they justify the taking of oaths.
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APPENDIX B

CHRISTIAN INITIATION

W. G. WILSON

In m1s review of Dr. Thornton’s book, Confirmation, its place in the
Baptismal Mpystery, Dr. Lampe declared: “The exegesis
employed in this book should rather be described as eisegesis,
an imposition of a pattern upon the text rather than an
exposition of its own inner meaning.”? The more closely one
studies recent books and articles on the subject of Christian
Initiation, the more evident it becomes that few writers have
succeeded in avoiding some measure of eisegesis in their treat-
ment of the New Testament and Patristic writings. It may
be that even Dr. Lampe has indulged in a little eisegesis in
certain parts of his book, The Seal of the Spirit. For instance,
in his treatment of the Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus he
considers that: “it is particularly their baptism which has
admitted them [the catechumens] into the brotherhood. The
bishop’s part is to complete the ceremony with the laying on
of his hands, prayer that they might receive grace to serve
God according to His will, and signing with the mark of
Christ.” He then goes on to say: ‘“Confirmation, if we are so
to designate the final stage of the initiatory rite, appears to
be . . . a complex of subsidiary ceremonies expressive of the
bishop’s blessing . . . , of his prayer that they may receive
grace for positive and active service for God, . . . unction . . .,
and of the signing of the Cross . . .”, and he concludes: “All
these are of relatively small importance as compared with
the baptism itself which gives them meaning and of which they
are, so to speak, an explanatory extension.”? But even a casual
reader of the text of the Apostolic Tradition will feel that Dr.
Lampe is unduly minimizing the significance of the bishop’s

17.7T.5., N.S., Vol. V], Pt. i, April 1955, p. 112.
2The Seal of the Spirit, pp. 135-6.
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part in the Initiation. He does not mention that the rite
concludes with the words :

Thenceforth they [the newly baptized] shall pray together
with all the people. But they shall not previously pray with the
faithful before they have undergone all these things.

And after the prayers, let them give the kiss of peace.!

These explicit statements should be sufficient to preclude any
suggestion that the baptismal act without the bishop’s part was
sufficient to admit the catechumen into the brotherhood. In
this connection it will be remembered that Professor Ratcliff?
pointed out that in Justin Martyr’s description of Christian
Initiation the “washing” of the catechumen is followed by the
offering of “prayers in common both for ourselves and for
the person who has received illumination”, after which “we
salute one another with a kiss when we have concluded the
prayers” (Apol., 1xv). It is surely significant that both in Justin
and in the Apostolic Tradition the brethren exchange the kiss of
brotherhood, not immediately after the “washing” but after
the “common prayers” of the Faithful.

A cursory reading of Dix’s edition of the text of the Apostolic
Tradition gives the impression that the Church of his day
undoubtedly connected the gift of the Spirit with the bishop’s
prayer and Imposition of Hands. Hippolytus says,

And the bishop shall lay his hand upon them invoking and
saying:

O Lord God, who didst count these thy servants worthy of
deserving the forgiveness of sins by the laver of regeneration,
(make them worthy to be filled with) Thy Holy Spirit and send
upon them Thy grace, that they may serve Thee according
to Thy will: (for) to Thee (is) the glory, to the Father and to
the Son with the Holy Ghost in the holy Church, both now
(and ever) and world without end. Amen

After this pouring the consecrated oil from his hand and
laying his hand on his head, he shall say:

I anoint thee with holy oil in God the Father Almighty and
Christ Jesus and the Holy Ghost.

1G. Dix, The Apostolic Tradition of St. Hippolytus of Rome, Vol. 1, p. 39.
2Theology, Vol. LI, No. 334, April 1948, p. 138.
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And sealing him on the forehead, he shall give him the kiss
(of peace) and say:
The Lord be with you.
And he who has been sealed shall say:
And with thy spirit.
And so shall he do to each one severally.!

Dr. Lampe confesses that if this is the authentic text of the
Apostolic  Tradition, “we should have to conclude that the
treatise . . . actually affords early evidence of a divorce in
orthodox circles of Spirit-baptism from water-baptism.”? He
avoids this conclusion, however, by emphasizing that the Latin
version of the Apostolic Tradition contained in the Verona
MS.LV(53) does not contain the words, “Make them worthy
to be filled with”, in the bishop’s prayer. This version suits his
argument admirably for it “appears to refer the gift of the
Spirit to what has already taken place in the water-baptism
rather than to what is going to happen in the ‘confirmation’ .3
Hence the value of the Apostolic Tradition in this discussion
must depend on our answer to a problem of textual criticism.
Dix’s view was that the Latin version of the prayer is corrupt,
the words in question having been omitted, and he based
his reconstruction of the original on five other versions, viz.:
T, Arab., Ethiop., Boh., and K, all of which agree in reading,
“Make them worthy to be filled with thy Holy Spirit.” Perhaps
more may be said in support of Dix than is allowed by Dr.
Lampe, for the Syriac Testament of Our Lord (T) and the
Arabic Canons of Hippolytus (K) are both translations of Greek
adaptations of Hippolytus’ treatise, while the extant Ethiopic
and Boharic versions are based on a Sahidic text. Itis probable,
therefore, that these versions are all independent of the Verona
MS., which Dr. Lampe dates as ‘“the late fifth or early sixth
century”. At least one of them, the Ethiopic, may be dated
¢. 500 A.p. There is some justification for Fr. Crehan’s verdict
that “The agreement of the Arian fragments with the Ethiopic

1Dix, op. cit., p. 39.
10p. cit., p. 138.
30p. cit., p. 136.








