A CATECHISM

That is to say,
An Instruction to be learned of every
person, before he be brought to be confirmed
by the Bishop. '

INTRODUCTORY NOTES.

IN the English Church prior to 1549 there was no form of
religious instruction in dialogue for children or adults.* There
was, however, a short explanation of the Lord’s Prayer and the
Creed which was used in the Medimval Church. But this pro-
vision was meagre and unsystematic, and the people knew little
about even the essential doctrines of the faith, as is evidenced
by the Injunctions issued during the reign of Henry VIII in
the years 1536 and 1538,

The Catechism in its original form did not deal with the Sacra-
ments. It wgs probably composed by Dean Nowell, although
it has been attributed to Poynet, Bishop of Rochester, and
Goodrich, Bishop of Ely. The Catechism in the Consultatio may
have aided the compilers, here as elsewhere. The part dealing
with the Sacraments was composed in response to a request
made by the Puritans, and added in 1604 ; it is supposed to have
been the work of Dr. Overall, Dean of St. Paul’s, afterwards
Bishop of Norwich,

Until 1662 the Catechism was inserted in the Order of Con-
firmation, with the intention that the Bishop should put the
questions to the children at the time of Confirmation.

The title of the combined Service was in 1549:  Confirma~
tion, wherein is contained a Catechism for Children. In 1604
it was altered into ¢ The Order of Confirmation, or laying on of
hands upon children baptized, and able to render an account
of their faith according to the Catechism following.’

After the title there followed several rubrics explaining the
purpose of Confirmation. These rubrics were entirely altered

* The first Catechism in English was a translation of one in Herm,

Con., 1547,
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in 1662, and in an abridged form converted into an opening
address placed at the commencement of the Confirmation Service.
In 1604 there was printed at the end of the rubrics the present
title of the Catechism, with the single substitution of ‘ person’
for ¢ child. .

The word ¢ Catechism ’ is derived from xaryyéw,* ¢ to sound in
the ear, to resound, to instruct by word of mouth ’ (see Luke i. 4 ;
Acts xviil. 25 ; Matt. xxviii. 19, 20; Rom. ii. 18 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 19),
and is therefore specially applicable to instruction by question
and answer.

In the Early Church a Catechist was attached to every con-
gregation, whose office it was to instruct the Catechumen, i.e.
candidate for Holy Baptism, in the first principles of the oracles
of God.

In the Church Catechism there are twenty-five questions and
answers, and they contain a summary of all those cardinal points
of faith and duty which a child ‘ ought to know and believe to
Lis soul’s health.’

Canon B9 orders catechetical instruction on every Sunday
and Holy Day, under pain of reproof, suspension, and eventual
excommunication.”

Analysis.
I. Exposition of the Baptismal Covenant,
II. The Creed and its Exposition. ‘
III. The Ten Commandments and their Explanation,
IV. The Lord’s Prayer and its Explanation.
V. The Doctrine of the Sacraments as to :—
1. Their outward visible signs.
2. Their inward spiritual grace.
3. Their requirements.

1. EXPOSITION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT.

The first section contains four questions referring to: (1)
The name received; (2) the privileges bestowed; (3) the
obligations incurred ; and (4) the ratification made.

N. or M.
It is generally supposed that N. stands for Nomen

(name), and that M. is a printer’s contraction of NN,,
for Nomina (names) (cf. MSS.).
Godfathers and Godmothers (see Baptismal Service, p. 381).
Sponsorship belongs to the discipline of the Church,
and not to the essence of Baptism. ‘

® Rarnyfw comes from «ard, down, and fxos, & sound (Eng. ‘echo’).
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Whereln I was made, i.e. provisionally, or sacramentally. This
answer must be read with the answer to the question:
‘ What is required of persons to be baptized ¢’ Ans.:
‘ Repentance, etc., and faith, etc., promised by their
sureties, ¢ which promise, when they come of age, them-
selves are bound to perform.’

A member of Christ, i.e. of Christ’s mystical Body, the Chureh
in its highest sense (1 Cor. xii. 13, 27 ; Col. i. 18 ; cf. John
xv. 1-6). ‘We are very members incorporate in His
mystical Body, which is the blessed company of all faithful
people’ (Communion Service).

The child of God, not merely in the general sense of creation,
but in the special sense of adoption (Gal. iii. 26 ; iv. 5 ;
cf. Heb. ii. 11). E

An Inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, i.e. of the present kingdom
of grace, and the future kingdom of glory (Rom. viii.
17; Gal. iii. 29). :

They did promise, etc.

1549. First that I should forsake the devil, ete.
1662. The word °renounce’ was substituted for forsake.’ -

Proniise and vow: promise before your fellow-men, vow before
God. The three vows here are those of Renunciation,
Faith, Obedience. ‘

Renounce is a better word than ¢forsake,’ as we cannot in
this life, through the weakness of our mortal nature, entirely
forsake sin; but we can abjure, refuse allegiance to,
break off connexion with and proclaim war against it.
{Cf. Questions put to Godparents in the Office for Public

) Baptism.) )

All his works, such as pride (1 Tim. iii. 6), presumption, envy,
hatred, malice, lying and slandering (John viii. 44 and

. cf. 1 John iii. 8).

The pomps. ‘ Pomps’ is from woumy; a procession, and means

_ ostentatious display, grandeur, empty glory.

Vanity means emptiness, hollowness, and unreality.

Wicken} g{))r&d, i.e. the unregenerate, uninfluenced by the fear
o . ' :

The sinful tusts of the flesh. . These are the appetites of the body,
unlawfully or unduly indulged in, leading to gluttony,
drunkenness, sloth, and unchastity.

"All the Artleles, i.e. the items or separate clauses of the Creed.

By God’s help so I wiil corresponds to I do’ in the Confirmation
- Service. o
Called me to this state, etc., i.e. invited me by grace to a condition
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of being saved. Compare the expression rods cwliperovs
/present participle) (Acts ii. 47, R.V.; xiii. 48, R.V.).

II. THE CREED AND ITS EXPOSITION.

1549. Question. Rehearse the Articles of thy belief.
1662. Catechist. Rehearse, etc. ‘

It contains twelve articles, and the words ‘I believe * belong to
each of them and to every part or single truth contained in them.
In the Creed we use the first person singular, not the plural,
as in ‘The Confession, ‘The Thanksgiving’ etc., because
belief must be essentially personal.

Analysis.

The objects of Belief are :— . -
L God the Father,
2. God the Son,
3. God the Holy Ghost,
4. The Church and its privileges present and future.

Ezpository Paraphrase.

1 belleve, i.e. accept with all the personal responsibility attachine
to a belief in the fact of thg existence gf God theyFath:f,h 111\11?
mighty Maker of heaven and earth, i.e. of the whole universe.

And I believe in Jesus (Matt. i. 21) Christ; anointed (Acts x. 38)
to be Prophet (Luke iv. 18; Acts iii. 22), Priest (Heb. vii.
21), and King (John xviii. 37), His only and eternally
begotten Son our Lord, to whom the Father hath delegated
all authority during the present economy (Matt. xvil. 6 ;
1 Cor. xv. 24), Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost (through a
secret and inexplicable operation superseding all known
natural laws (Matt. i. 20; Luke i. 85), Born of the Virgin
Mary (Lukeii. 5~7), Suffered under Pontius Pilate, the Roman
Gove}'nor of Judwa, Was crueified (thus enduring the cruel
and ignominious Roman method of putting criminals to
death), dead, and buried, He descended into Hell, i.e, Hades, the
place of departed spirits, where wicked and righteous in
their different abodes alike await the day of judgment (Luke
xvi. 23; cf. xvi. 22 and xxiii. 43); The third day he rose
agaln from the dead, having lain in the tomb (according to
our days of the week) the latter part of Friday, the whole
of Saturday and the beginning of Sunday; He ascended
Into heaven, as God and Man, after remaining forty days
upon the earth, And sitteth at the right hand of God, the place
of highest honour and greatest majesty and glory as our

Intercessor (Heb. i..3; vii. 25; 1 John ii. 1; From thence.
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he shall come to judge the quick, i.e. those who shall be alive
at His coming, and the dead.

{ beliove in the Holy Ghost, the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity
who, as the Paraclete, applies the redemptive blessings
which Christ has procured (John xiv. 26); The holy Catholic
(i.e. general and universal) Church, which embraces in the
widest aspect all the baptized, but in a stricter sense is
limited to those who form °the blessed company of all
faithful people’; The Communion of Saints * with (1) God,
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost (1 John i. 3, 6 ; 1 Cor. i.
9; 2 Cor. xiii. 14) ; (2) with each other in prayer and praise
and holy converse ; (3) and the departed saints in looking
forward to the same glorious hope of the appearing of Christ.
The Forgiveness of sins, } granted by God through Christ’s
meritorious Cross and Passion to those who truly repent
and confess their sins (Rom. iii. 25; John i 9); The
Resurrection of the body,} both of the just and the unjust ;
And the Life everlasting, which for the righteous will be a life
of unspeakable happiness, and for the wicked the reverse
(John v. 28, 29). Amen, I truly assent to all the foregoing

articles.
Notes on the Summary of the Belief.

The Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth me by putting good desires into
our hearts and giving us grace to carry those desires into
good effect. The work of sanctification is progressive.

The elect people of God, i.e. those persons chosen out of the world
to be adopted into His family (John xv. 19).

III. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND THEIR EXPLANA-
TION.

The Commandments, or the Decalogue, ‘ The ten words’ (see
Exod. xxxiv. 28 (marg.); and cf. Matt. xix. 18; xxii.

3740 ; Luke x. 27).

1552. The same which God spake in the xx. Chapter
of Exodus, etc. (vers. 2-17). The version of the
Commandments here given is from Cranmer’s
Bible, called also ¢ The Great Bible’ (1539).

* The saints are members of one family through their union with Christ
(Eph. iii. 15); as such, they have a common fellowship with each other,
are bound together by common ties, are animated by the same desires,
hopes, and aspirations, join together in common acts of worship, and muvtu-
ally enjoy spiritual converse. )

% In Acts ii. 38 and xxii. 16, remission of sin is connected with Baptism ;
but in both instances it is clear that this Sacrament is the sign and seal
of a forgiveness granted to faith and repentance.

1 See Note p. 478.
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Ten Commandments. They are not numbered where recorded
(Exod. xx. and Deut. v.), but in Exod. xxxiv. 28 and Deut.
-'iv. 13 they are specified as ten.*

A useful rule of interpreting the Commandments is that :
" (1) When any duty is enjoined, the contrary sin is for-

bidden. '

(2) When any sin is forbidden, the contrary duty is

enjoined. ' .

The first four Commandments relate to our duty toward
God, and the last six to our duty towards men. In the
first four Commandments we are taught :— :

(1) To acknowledge God, and God alone, as God.

(2) To avoid idolatry, and the use of images in worshipping

God who, as a Spirit, is to be worshipped in spirit and
. truth, ‘
~ (3) To honour His Holy Name and Word.
(4) To consecrate one day in seven.

First Commandment. 1549. '

But me, A.V. ¢Before me, ie. ‘in my sight,’ ‘in my very
presence,” suggesting the idea that any request to
another power as in any sense Divine is flagrant insult
to the all-seeing Jehovah.

. The Prohibition :— L :

(1) Against direct apostasy, i.e. the sin of having or acknow-
ledging any other God. ,

(2) Against indirect apostasy, i.e. the sin of -ascribing all things
to fate or chance. . , ;

(3) Against virtual apostasy, i.e. the sin of supremely setting
the heart upod wealth, pleasure, or any object, aim or
desire. ‘

" The Implied Duty :— ‘ :
(1) To believe in Him, i.e. to trust Him.. _
(2) To fear Him as a Being of infinite holiness and power.
(3) ' To love Him with all our heart, with all our mind, with

all our soul, and with all our strength.

The Second Commandment. First part 1549; Second part, com-
mencing ¢ For I the Lord thy God,” added 1552.
The Prohibition :— : - B
(1) Against direet idolatry, i.e, the sin of making any visible
representation of God for the purpose of worship.
. --% In some ancient writérs the commandments are divided three for the

first table and seven for the second—the first and second commandments:
being united into one, and the tenth.commandment divided. .

[
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(2) Against indlrect idolatry, i.e. the sin of harbeuring un-
worthy conceptions of God. ,

. The Implied Duty :— :

(1) To worship Him in Spirit and in truth (John iv. 23, 24),
as He has been pleased to reveal Himself to us in His
Word.

(2) To give Him thanks for all temporal and spiritual bless-
ings (cf. Rom.-i. 21; 1 Tim. iv. 3).

(3) To put my whole trust in Him, under all the circum-
stances and conditions of life.

(4) To call upon Him in public and private prayer.

The Third Commandment. First part 1549 ; Second part, com-

mencing ¢ For the Lord will not,” added 1552.

In valn, i.e. without a proper purpose or for a wrong
purpose. A
Name of God stands for God Himself or for anything involv-
ing His honour.
The Prohibition :—

(1) Againsi perjury, ie. the sin of using the Name of God
in support of falsehood.

(2) Against profane swearing, i.e. the sin of using God’s
Name to give point to our angry feelings towards our
fellow-men, or in consequence of our misfortunes.

(3) Against blaspheming, i.e. the sin of speaking against God
through anger at His dealings with us.

, (4) Against rash vows, i.e. the sin of appealing to God’s Name
{ / in making promises without sufficient or serious fore-

thought. . .
(6) Agalnst all irreverence concerning God, and levity and
thoughtlessness in regard to holy things.
The Implied Duty :—
To honour His Holy Name and His Word, i.e. to regard
His Name with becoming reverence and awe, as sacred
beyond thought, and accept implicitly the revelations which
He has made concerning His Divine will.

The Fourth Commandment. First clause 1549, The rest, com-
" mencing from ‘ Six days shalt thou labour,” added 1552.
Remember implies the earlier statute (cf. Gen. ii. 2, 3;
Exod. xvi. 23-30; and ancient Babylonian usage). The
observance of the sabbath was designed :—
(1) To recall God’s rest after the work of Creation.
(2) To commemorate the deliverance of Israel from Egypt
{Deut. v. 15).
(3) To be a sign of perpetual covenant between God and








