THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE PSALTER.

This Book, undoubtedly compiled at a period subsequent to
the Restoration from the Captivity, probably includes both
Psalms of the post-Exilian time, and others of older composition,
which for some reason had not previonsly been used in the
regular Temple worship. It contains forty-four Psalms (Ps.
cvii.—cl.), nearly a third of the whole Psalter. Of these, fifteen
Psalms (cviii.—cx., exxii., cxxiv., cxxxi., cxxxiii., cxxxviii,—cxlv.)
are ascribed to David; one (cxxvii.) to Solomon; the rest are
anonymous. There are in it two remarkable groups (see Intro-
~duction, sect. 111.)—the GREAT HALLEL (Ps. cxiii.—cxviii.), and
the SoNes oF DeGREES (Ps. cxx.—cxxxiv.). The last five Psalms
—all Hallelujah Psalms—seem also to form a group, possibly

by one hand.
PsaLy CVII.

In spite of the division between the Fourth and Fifth Books, it is
impossible not to connect this most beautiful Psalm in idea with the
Psalms cii.—cvi., which precede it. It is the ‘ Psalm of Life,” as Ps. civ.
is “the Psalm of Creation,” and Ps. cv., cvi. the ‘‘ Psalms of History.”
While in all probability suggested by the history of Israel—perhaps mainly
by the recent history of the return from the Captivity—it presents to us,
first, & magnificent series of pictures of various crises of human life, of the
distress which throws men at such times on God in prayer, and of His
gracious answer of deliverance; and, next, a more thoughtful contempla-
tion of God’s government of the world by blessing and chastisement, by
exaltation of the meek and humiliation of the proud. If it speaks especi-
ally to Israel, it speaks also to man as man, both in its literal sense and as
a parable of the higher spiritual experience of humanity.

. Its parts, up to v. 32, are marked by the refrain of thanksgiving, varied
in each section to suit the subject. After the opening verse, identical with
the first verse of Ps, cvi., it draws successive pictures (a), in vo. 2—9, of
pilgrims in a barren land of thirst and distress; (b),in vo. 10—16, of captives
languishing in a captivity, which is the punishment of sin; (¢), in vv. 17—22,
of foolish men, smitten by God’s hand with sickness, even unto death; (d),in
vv. 23—32, of sailors in extremity of danger on the sea; and describes in
each case their cry of supplication, answered by a blessing of deliverance
from God. Then (e), in vo. 33—43 (changing its style to a graver and less
goetic strain), it bids men trace thoughtfully God’s varied Providence of

lessing and chastisement, of trouble and deliverance, and to understand
that in all these alike there is ‘““ the lovingkindness of the Lord.”

ve. 2—7. The first section is evi-
dently suggested by the return of
the exiles—'‘redeemed,” *‘deliver-
ed,” ‘‘gathered from all lands”—in
weary and dangerous pilgrimage
through the great Eastern desert.
The Psalmist may well have felt
what he so graphieally describes.
But the words come home to all
buman experience — often in their
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literal sense—oftener still in appli-
cation to our pilgrimage through the
wilderness of life. Like Israel’s first
journey through the wilderness (1
Cor. x. 11), this return through a
similar experience is typical.

v. 3. The South. If the Hebrew
text be correct, this is properly “the
sea.” Evidently the general sense
must be as in our version. If so,



Dayx 22,

PSALM 107.
Confitemini Domino.
GIVE thanks unto the Lord,
for he is gracious : and his
merey endureth for ever.

2 Let them give thanks whom
the Lord hath redeemed : and
delivered from the hand of the
enemy ;

3 And gathered them out ofthe
lands, from the east, and from the
west : from the north, and from
the south.

4 They went astray in the wil-
derness out of the way : and found
no city to dwell in ;

5 Hungry and thirsty : their
soul fainted in them.

6 So they cried unto the Lord
in their trouble : and he delivered
them from their distress.

{Boing Praper.

7 He led them forth by the
right way : that they might go to
the city where they dwelt.’

8 O that men would therefore
praise the Lord for his goodness :
and declare the wonders that he
doeth for the ehildren of men!

9 For he satistieth the empty
soul : and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness.

10 Such as sit in darkness, and
in the shadow of death : being fast
bound in misery and iron;

11 Because they rebelled a-
gainst the words of the Lord : and
lightly regarded the counsel of the
most Highest;

12 He also brought down their
heart through heaviness : they
fell down, and there was none tc
help them.
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13 So when they cried unto the
Lord in their trouble : he deliver-
ed them out of their distress.

14 For he brought them out of
darkness, and out of the shadow
of death : and brake their bonds
in sunder.

15 O that men would therefore
praise the Lord for his goodness :
and declare the wonders that he
doeth for the children of men !

16  For he hath broken the
gates of brass : and smitten the
bars of iron in sunder.

17 Foolish men are plagued for
their offence : and because of their
wickedness.

18 Their soul abhorred all man-
ner of meat : and they were even
hard at death’s door. .

19 So when they cried unto the
Lord in their trouble : he deliver-
ed them out of their distress.

20 He sent his word, and healed
them : and they were saved from
their destruction.

21 O that men would therefore
praise the Lord for his goodness :
and declare the wonders that he
doeth for the children of men !

22 That they would offer unto
him the sacrifice of thanksgiving:
and tell out his works with glad-
ness !

23 They that go down to the

sea in ships : and occupy their

business in great waters;

24 These men see the works of
the Lord : and his wonders in the
deep.

25 For at his word the stormy
wind ariseth : which lifteth up the
waves thereof.

26 They are carried up to the
heaven, and down again to the
deep : their soul melteth away
because of the trouble.

27 They reel to and fro, and
stagger like a drunken man : and
are at their wit’s end.

28 So when they cry unto the
Lord in their trouble : he deliver-
eth them out of their distress.

29 For he maketh the storm to
cease : so that the waves thereof
are still.

30 Then are they glad, because
they are at rest : and so he bring-
eth them unto the haven where
they would be.

81 O that men would therefore
praise the Lord for his goodness :
and declare the wonders that he
doeth for the children of men !

32 That they would exalt him
also in the congregation of the
people : and praise him in. the
seat of the elders !

33 Who turneth the flnods into
a wilderness : and drieth up the
water-springs.

34 A fruitful land maketh he
barren : for the wickedness of
them that dwell therein.

35 Again, he maketh the wil-
derness a standing water : and
water-springs of a dry ground.

36 And there he setteth the
hungry : that they may build them
a city to dwell in ;

37 That they may sow their
land, and plant vineyards : to
yield them fruits of increase.

38 He blesscth them, so that
they multiply exceedingly : and
suffcreth not their cattle to de-
crease,

39 And again, when they are
minished, and brought low :
through oppression, through any
plague, or trouble ;

40 Though he suffer them to
be evil intreated through tyrants :
and let them wander out of the
way in the wilderness ;

41 Yet helpeth he the poor
out of misery : and maketh him
households like a flock of sheep.

42 The righteous will consider
this, and rejoice : and the mouth
of dall wickedness shall be stop-
ped.

43 Whoso is wise will ponder
these things : and they shall un-
derstand the loving-kindness of
the Lord.
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PaarLu CVII,—cont.

‘“the sea’’ cannot be the Mediter-
ranean, which is always the western
boundary, but the Red Sea or Per-
sian Gulf, perhaps as viewed from
Babylon.

v. 7. The city where they dwelt. 1t
should be, as in v. 4, a *‘ ¢ity of habi-
tation ’—any city of men, contrasted
with the desolation of the desert,

vv. 8, 9. The refrain of this Psalm
(and of this alone) is beautifully
varied at each repetition. Its first
verse is always a call to thanksgiving
to God for His goodness shewn won-
drously to man ; the second adapts
itself to the subject of each section.
Here it naturally looks to God as to
Him who ‘“satisfieth men with bread
in the wilderness’ —the Giver to
fainting humanity of strength and
refreshment, both for body and soul.

vv. 10—16. The second example of
God’s goodness is equally suggested
by the recent history of Israel. The
picture is of a captivity of g]oom and
severity, bronght on by ‘‘rebellion
against God’s Words”’ (of commanad-
ment), and neglect of the “ counsel”
of His teaching. Out of it He gives
deliverance, before which the prison
doors and bars fall down. Nothing
could describe more accurately the
return from the great Captivity—all
material obstacles at once giving
way, when ‘““the Lord stirred up the
spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia’’ (Ezra
i. 1). Yet again nothing is clearer
than that the words come home to
such experience of spiritual bondage
as that so terribly deseribed by St.
Paul (Rom. vii. 14—25).

v. 18, looking to God as emphati-
cally the Deliverer from bondage, is
allmost literally coincident with Isa.
xlv. 2.

vv. 17—22, In the third section the
connection with the history of Israel
is not obvious, unless we suppose
that there had been some visitation
of pestilence among the restored
exiles, From the distress of want
and the gloom of captivity, it passes
on to the anguish of positive afflic-
tion—sickness of body and soul, such
as the Psalms so often describe—
bringing men to the brink of the
grave. It paints, therefore, literally
a third great form of suffering—meta-
phorically a third aspect of the power
of sin, as not only exhausting and
enslaving, but poisoning the life of
the soul.
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v. 20. His word—the word of His
deliverance, fulfilling itself, and so
personified as a living agent of His
will. Naturally Christian thought
has recogniced kere a dim fore-
sGlr::él?,wing of the true ‘“ Word of

Destruction should be {more strik-
ingly) ¢ their graves” (comp. Ezek.
xxxvii. 18).

vv. 28—32 contain a picture—fuller
of detail and more graphic than any
other, and almost wnique in the Old
Testament—of the seafaring expe-
rience, 8o rare in Israel that we only
know of it (in conmnection with the
famous Tyrian seamanship) in the
reigns of Solomon (1 Kings ix. 26, 27;
x.22) and Jehoshaphat (1 Kings xxii.
48, 49). The sea is, as usual, a terror
in its stormy and irresistible might;
but God’s hand is recognised both in
the storm and the calm, which fol-
lows His command, “ Peace, be still.”
It seems almost impossible to doubt
that the Psalmist draws this terribly
vivid picture from his own personal
experience (comp. Jonah fi. 2—6),
yet here also it is not hard to read
a parable of the ‘sea of troubles”
encompassing the soul.

v. 29. He maketh the storm, &c.—
properly, ‘‘ He husheth the storm to
a gentle air.”

v. 82. That they would exalt Him,
&c. The verse seems to imply the
return of the saved mariners to the
cities of men, and their thankful
recital of the story of their deliver-
ance, both to the crowds of the
people, and@ before the seat of
authority.

vv. 38—48 exchange the simplicity
of the preceding piectures of God’s
merciful deliverance for the contrasts
in His government of chastisement
and mercy—the turning fruitfulness
into parched desolation (vv. 83, 34),
and the change of the wilderness
into a place of fruitfulness and plenty
(vv. 35—38)—the pulling down of the
mighty oppressor (v. 40), and the
deliverance of the afflieted out of
oppression.

v. 40. Our Prayer Book version is
perhaps a gloss, to bring this verse
into closer coherence with the pre-
ceding. The translation should be
as in A.V. and R.V., “ He poureth
contempt upon princes, and canseth
them to wander in the pathless
waste.”” The verse is identical with

PsaLm CVIL—cont.

Job xii. 21, and appears (by some
abruptness in its insertion here) to
be a quotation from that passage.
The idea is that of 1 Sam. ii. 7, 8;
Luke i. 52. The special application
of it is to the interchange of fortune
between the oppressed people of
God, wandering in the wilderness,
and the great ones of the earth, who
had been their oppressors.

v. 41. Maketh him, &c.—properly,
“settleth them in families, like

PsaLM

flocks of sheep "’—gathers them (that
is) out of loneliness and isolation
into companionship.

. 43. Whoso is wise, &c. As in the
Book of Job, to which this Psalm
has many resemblances, the signs of
God’s governmen® are described as
clear,but only to the “ wise,’’ thought-
fully pondering what the thoughtless
pass by. To them it is notable that
the predominant revelation is of
mercy and loving-kindness.

CVIII.

This Psalm, /called a “Psalm of David,”” is made up' (with slight
variations) fr two earlier Psalms ascribed to him, viz., Ps. lvii. 8—~12;
1x. 5—12. Probably it was an adaptation for Liturgical use, in some later
crisis corresponding to thie occasion of the original Psalms. Being an
exultant Psalm of adoration of God’s glory, and triumph in His victory, it
has been appropriated as a Psalm of AscenNsioN Davy.

v. 9. Upon Philistia will I tri-; Ps. I1x. 8, where it runs, * Philistia,
umph (““shout alond”). This is| cry thou aloud for me’’ (see mote
the most important variation from | there).

Psaim CIX.

This Psalm, also ascribed to David, is the last and most terrinle of the
‘ Imprecatory Psalins ”’ (xxxv., Ixix., cix.), on which see Introduction, sect. v.
It is evidently directed against some individual leader of the enemies of
the Psalmist, not merely on the personal ground of that enmity, but on
the moral ground of oppression, cruelty, and malignity; and, terrible as
its denunciations are, there certainly runs through them a tone of solemn
judicial authority, which made St. Chrysostom describe the Psalm as
* prophecy under the form of imprecation.” In Acts i. 20, ». 7 (with
Ps. Ixix. 26) is applied by St. Peter to Judas, a3 the extreme type of that
treacherous outrage against the Righteous of which the Psalm speaks;
but there is no reason on that account to treat the Psalm as consciously
Messianic. On the contrary, the spirit, which breathes in it, is the spirit of
Elias rather than the spirit of Christ—differing widely even froin the sternest
denunciations of Matt. xxiii. 13—33. By us the Psalm can be used only with
the reservations which His Gospel has taught us—directed against the sin,
not against the sinner, denouncing our enemies only so far as they are mani-
festly enemies of God und of good, and desiring retribution on them, simply
for their chastisement, and for the encouragement of the servants of righ-
teousness. . ’

The Psalm opens (a), in vv. 1—4, with a cry to God under cruel and
unrighteous enmity; then (»), in vv. 5—19, it pours out a series of stern
denunciations and anticipations of God’s righteous vengeance npon those
who persecute the innocent and the helpless ; next (¢), in vo. 20—25, it turns
to a pathetic prayer for deliverance out of the depths of affliction ; and ends
(@), in vv. 26—30, in confident expectation of an answer to that prayer, which
shall bless the good and shame the evil.

v. 1. O God of my praise. The ex-| scriptions in Ps. xxxv. 11—16 ; Ixix.
pression (with which comp. Deut.| 4, 5, 10—12, of mingled hatred and
x. 21; Jer. xvii. 14, “He is thy| falsehood in the enemies, aggra-
praise’) is unusual, and especially | vated by ingratitude against one
striking in the afflictionand perturba- { who had done them nothing but
tion of the Psalmist. In spite of all, | good.

God is still the God whom he praises | . 5. §atrn—probably used, not as
and will praise for ever. a_proper name, but simply as ‘“‘an

vv. 2—4, Compare the similar de- | adversary,” standing on the right
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PsarLm CIX.—cont.

hand to accuse. In Zech. iii. 1 we
have the same idea, but the word is
there used with the article, “ the Ad-
versary.”” The curse against the
enemy is that he may have ‘' an un-
godly (wicked) man’ as his judge,
and a successful adversary to accuse
him;: that accordingly he may be con-
demned in judgment, and his prayer
for mercy be counted a fresh offence ;
(v. 6) that his life be cut short, and
his office be given to another (v. 7).

v. 7. This verse (with Ixix, 26) is the
one applied by St. Peter to the ex-
treme case of Judas (Actsi.20). The
“office”” here is the ‘ charge,” of
oversight under supreme authority;
in the Greek the Episcope: hence
the rendering in the A.V. *his bish-
opric.”

vv. 8—14 extend this curse, so that
(as in Ex. xx. 5) his father’s sin may
be visited on him (». 18), and his sin
on his children, till the doomed race
ghall starve in misery, and be cut off
root and branch. This visitation of
the evil (as of the good) of the father
upon the children—in its effect, not
(see Ezek. xviii.) in its guilt—is, in-
deed, a necessary law, coming from
the very unity which binds a family
toggther. 1In all apcient law, this
solidarity of responsibility in the
family was a fundamental principle.
In our Christian civilization the indi-
vidual is always treated, as far as
possible, distinctively. Therefore the
ggayer that the law of solidarity may

fulfilled to the utmost, extending
the desire of vengeance from the
guilty to the innocent, is peculiarly
that from which Christianity would
bid us shrink.

v. 15 shews emphatically that the
denunciation is not uttered in mere
personal enmity, but is the indignant
sense of the oppression, the cruelty,
.and the malignity,of the enemy.

vv. 16, 17. It shall happen . shallit
be far ..it shall come. All these
should be in the past tense, declar-
ing as an actual fact God's righteous
retribution on the wicked, before
praying (in vv. 18, 19) that it may be :
exemplified more and more.

v.17. He clothed himself, &c.—the
graphic picture of what is implied in.
our word “habit,”” but going beyond
that metaphor in the idea of actuall

enetration into the very flesh and

nes (as in the old legend of the:
poisoned robe of Nessus). The whole-
metaphor thus completed is but too-
true. Evil habit first changes the:
outward life of action, then pervades:
and poisons the inner nature.

ovv. 20—28, in an exquisite change of
tone, turn from fierceness against
unrighteous man to pathetic and
trustful rest on the unfailing good-
ness of God—pleading successively

 helplessness and anguish (v. 21),

transitoriness (v. 22), weakness and
suffering (v. 28), desertion and con-
tempt of men (v. 24).

v. 22. Driven away, &c.—properly,
““ tossed away like the locust’’ on the
strong wind (see Ex. x. 19).

v. 28. Weak through fasting—the
fasting perhaps of penitence, more
probably of sickness; as in Ps. cii. 4,
‘My heart is smitten down....B0
that I forget to eat my bread.”

v, 26—30 are a striking conclusion
of perfect confidence ; for v. 27 may
well be rendered—

‘ They curse, but Thou blessest ;
They stood up, and were ashamed
(by failure) ;
Thy servant rejoices.”

As always, the deliverance of God’s
servant is not for himself alone; it
is proclaimed to the multitnde, be-
cause it witnesses to God’s goodness
to them as well as to him.

v. 28. There is an evident allusion
to v. 17. The garb of his cursing
against others becomes the garb of
shame and confusion to himself. The
curse returns on his own head.

v. 80. Here also is a contrast with
v.5. God is not. as usual, the righ-
teous Judge. He stoops to be our
Advocate, identifying Himself with
our cause (comp. Zech. iii. 2). In
this it is impossible not to trace a
foreshadowing of the great future

! mystery of Mediation,

Psanm CX.

This glorious Psalm—by all ancient Jewish interpreters accepted as a
Messianic Psalm, distinetly quoted as such by Our Lord Himself to the
Pharisees (Matt. xxii. 4¢; Mark xii. 86; Luke xx. 42), and accordingly
applied to Him again and again in the New Testament (Acts ii. 34; 1 Cor.
xv. 25; Heb. i.13; x.12; 1 Pet, iii. 22)—stands out in contrast with the
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Day 22, Day 22
Dax 22. @hening Prager,
. PSALM 108. passed me about also with words

Paratum cor meum.
O GOD, my heart is ready, my
heart is ready : I will sing

and give praise with the best

member that I have.

2 Awake, thou lute, and harp :
I myself will awake right early.

3 I will give thanks unto thee,
O Lord, among the people: I will
sing praises into thee among the
nations.

4 Forthy mercy isgreater than
the heavens : and thy truth reach-
eth unto the clouds.

& Set up thyself, O God, above
the heavens : and thy glory above
all the earth,

6 That thy beloved may be de-
livered : let thy right hand save
them, and hear thou me.

7 God hath spoken in his holi-
ness : I will rejoice therefore, and
divide Sichem, and mete out the
valley of Succoth.

8 Gilead is mine, and Manasses
is mine : Ephraim also is the

‘strength of my head.

9 Judah is my law-giver, Moab
is my wash-pot : over Edom will
I cast out my shoe ; upon Philis-
tia will I triumph.

10 Who will lead me into the
strong city : and who will bring
me into Edom ?

11 Hast not thou forsaken us,
O God : and wilt not thou, O God,
go forth with our hosts ?

12 O help us against the enemy :
for vain is the help of man.

13 Through God we shall do
great acts : and it is he that shall
tread down our enemies.

PSALM 109.

Deus laudem.

HOLD not thy tongue, O God
of my praise : for the mouth
of the ungodly, yea, the mouth
of the deceitful is opened upon

me.
2 And they have spoken against
me with false tongues: they com-

of hatred, and fought against me
without a cause.

3 For the love that I had unto
them, lo, they take now my con-
trary part : but I give myself unto
prayer.

4 Thus have they rewarded me
evil for good : and hatred for my
good will,

5 Bet thou an ungodly man to
be ruler over him : and let Satan .
stand at his right hand.

6 When sentence is given up-
on him, let him be condemned :
ail:)d let his prayer be turned into
sin,

7 Let his days be few : and let
another take his office.

8 Let his childrenbe fatherless :
and his wife a widow.

9 Let his children be vagabonds,
and beg their bread : let them
seek it also out of desolate places.

10 Let the extortioner consume
all that he hath : and let the
stranger spoil his labour.

11 Let there be no man to pity
him : nor to have compassion
upon his fatherless children.

12 Let his posterity be destroy-
ed ;: and in the next generation
let his name be clean put out.

13 Let the wickedness of his fa-

thers be had in remembrance in
the sight of the Lord : and let not
the sin of his mother be done
away.
14 Let them alway bebefore the
Lord : that he may root out the
memorial of them from off the
earth ;

15 And that, because his mind
was not to do good : but perse-
cuted the ﬁ)oor helpless man, that
he might slay him that was vexed
at the heart.

16 His delight was in cursing,
and it shall' happen unto him :
he loved not blessing, therefore
shall it be far from him.

17 He clothed himself with curs-
ing, like as with a raiment : and
it shall come into his bowels
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Psatm CX.—cont.

Messianic Psalms generally in this, that it does not realize the Messiah
typically from the Psalmist’s own experience, but describes Him from
without in the language of direcs prophecy. *‘David in the Spirit calleth
Him Lord’ (Matt. xxii. 43). (Psalms ii. and xlv. may be in this respect
classed with it.) That it is a Psalm of David, according to the traditional
ascription, even if it were not assumed necessarily in Qur Lord’s argument
upon it, might have been inferred from the style and thought of the Psalm,
from the evident reference to the prophecy of Nathan (2 Sam. vii. 12—14),
and from the imagery of the warlike trinmph and slaughter of the enemy,
naturally drawn out of David’s own experience. Inthestrength of the word
of the Lord, proclaimed by Himself, David looks forward prophetically to
his Son, who should be also his Lord—priest at once and king for ever—
associated with Jehovah Himself upon His Throne. Comp. the great vision
of Daniel (Dan. vii. 18, 14). No lower intergretation can be thought of
which is not forced and unnatural, even if the New Testament authority
could be put out of the question. Hence the Psalm is naturally used as a
Pralm of CHRIsSTMAS DAY, in connection with the prophecies of Isaiah (Isa.
vii. 14; ix. 6, 7) in the Proper Lessons.

The Psalm falls into two sections: (a), in vv. 1—8, the first oracle of
Jehovah to “the Lord,” as an exalted King, and the comment of the
Psalmist, deseribing the promised kingdom over unwilling enemies and
willing subjects; (), in vo. 4—7, the second oracle of Jehovah on the Priest-
hood of the future king, followed by a second description, in more vivid

detail, of triumph over all enemies.

v.1. The LorD (Jehovah} said unto
my Lord (ddonai). The clear under-
standing of this verse is obscured to
the English reader by the unfortu-
nate use of the word “ Lord,” both
for the supreme name Jekovah and
the more general title of Lordship,
Adonai. he word *‘‘said’’ is the
word always used of the Divine utter-
ance to the prophets. There seems
an obvious allusion to the oracle of
the Lord, given through Nathan
(2 Sam. vii. 12—18), of the Berpetual
kingdom of the Son of David, to
which the succeeding words of this
verse are a virtual equivalent.

Oon my right hand—the place of
honour (as in 1 Kings ii. 19; Ps.
xlv. 10)—in this case obviously from
the context implying an assumption
of the Messiah into the Divine
royalty, similar to that described in
relation to the “Son of Man’’ in
Dan. vii. 13.

Until I make, &c. The original con-
ception of the Psalmist is clearly of a
victorious kingdom, centred (see
v.2) in Zion. 8t. Paul’s explanation
of its full Messianic meaning in re-
lation to all humanity is given in
1 Cor. xv. 28, “ When all things shall
be subdued unto Him, then shall the
Son also Himself be subject unto
Him, that put all things under Him,
that God may be all in all”’ The
Mediatorial kingdom here described
is to pass after the Great Day into
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some still higher dispensation of
God

v. 3 should probably be rendered—
‘ In the day of Thy might Thy peo-
ple offer themselves freely
In the vestments of holiness;
As from the womb of the morning
Is the (copious) dew of Thy youth
(young men).
As verse 2 describes the victory of
the ‘‘rod (sceptre) of the king's
power '’ over his foes, so this verse
describes the glad offering of them-
selves by His people as warriors, vet
clad in the robes of holiness (like the
armies of the Apocalypse in Rev.
xix. 14; comp. Isa. xiii. 8, 4). They
come, innumerable and fresh in in-
exhaustible strength, as dewdrops
from ‘‘the womb of the morning.”

v. 4 adds a new oracle of the Lord
Jehovah—* confirmed (see Heb. vi.
13—20) by an oath,” as in the cove-
nant with Abraham (Gen. xxii. 16,
17)—investing the Messiah not only
with royalty, but with the royal

riesthood, ‘‘after the order of

elchizedek,” the priestly king of
Salem (Gen. xiv, 18—20). David him-
self, as at the bringingup of the Ark,
and Solomon, as at the consecration
of the Temple, had some shadow of
the priestly office, typical of that
priesthood of Melchizedek in the
Messiah, on which Heb. vii. is the
inspired commentary, bringing out
both its mysterious significance of

Day 22.
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Day 22,

like water, and like oil into his
bones.

18 Let it be unto him as the
cloke that he hath upon him : and
as the girdle that he is alway
girded withal,

19 Let it thus happen from the
Lord unto mine enemies : and to
t,hglse that speak evil against my
soul.

20 But deal thou with me, O
Lord God, according unto thy
Name : for sweet-is thy mercy.

21 O deliver me, for I am help-
less and poor : and my heart is
wounded within me.

22 I go hence like the shadow
that departeth : and am driven
away as the grasshopper,

23 My knees are weak through
fasting : my flesh is dried up for
want of fatness.

24 1 became also a reproach

Daxy 23.

PSALM 110.
Dizit Dominus.

THE Lord said unto my Lord :
Sit thou on my right band,
until I make thine enemies thy
footstool.

2 The Lord shall send the rod
of thy power out of Sion : be thou
ruler, even in the midst among
thine enemies.

3 In the day of thy power shall
the people offer thee free-will of-
ferings with an holy worship : the
dew of thy birth is of the womb
of the morning.

4 The Lord sware, and will not
repent : Thou art a Priest for
ever after the order of Melchise-
dech,

5 The Lord upon thy right
hand : shall wound even kings in
the dﬁy of his wrath.

6 He shall judge among the
heathen ; he shall fill the places
with the dead bodics : and smite
in sunder the heads over divers
countries.

7 He shall drink of the brook |

in the way : therefore shall he
lift up his head.

unto them : they that looked up-
on me shaked their heads.

25 Help me, O Lord my God :
O save me according to thy
merey ;

26 And they shall know, how
that this is thy band : and that
thou, Lord, hast done it.

27 Though they curse, yet bless
thou: and let them be confound-
ed that rise up against me; but
let thy servant rejoice.

28 Let mine adversaries be
clothed with shame : and let themn
cover themselves with their own
confusion, as with a cloke.

29 As for me, I will give great
thanks unto the Lord with my
mouth : and praise him among
the multitude ;

30 For he shall stand at the
right hand of the poor : to save
his soul from unrighteous judges.

fHorning Praper.

PSALM 111.
Confitebor tibi.
I WILL give thanks unto the
Lord with my whole heart :
secretly among the faithful, and
in the congregation.

2 The works of the Lord are
great : sought out of all them that
have pleasure therein.

3 His work is worthy to be
raised, and had in honour : and
is righteousness endureth for

ever.

4 The merciful and gracious
Lord hath so done his marvellous
works : that they ought to be had
in remembrance.

5 He hath given meat unto
them that fear him : he shall ever
be mindful of his covenant.

6 He hath shewed his people
the power of his works : that he
may give them the heritage of
the heathen.

7 The works of his hands are
verity and judgment : all his com-
mandments are true.

8 They stand fast for ever and
ever : and are done in truth and
equity.

9 He sent redemption unto his
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PsaLu CX.—cont.

sternal righteousness and peace, and
its absolute superiority to the Leviti-
cal priesthood. That royal priest-
hocx{, which was in degree the privi-
lege of all Israel (Ex. xix. 9; 1 Pet.
ii. 9), is concentrated in perfection
upon the Messiah.

v. 5. The Lord (Adonai) upon thy
right hand. It is difficult to say whe-
ther this is to be applied (with most
authorities) to the Lord Jehovah,
according to its general use, or to
the exalted Lord (4donai) of v. 1.
In favour of the former is the com-
mon use of ddonai and the preserva-
tion of the application of the word
“Thy,” as in the rest of the Psalms,
to the Messiah ; in favour of the lat-
ter the repetition of the phrase, * on
Thy right hand,” in the sense in
which it iz used in v. 1, and the
better coherency with vv. 6, 7.

In either case vv. 5—7 return to the
description of the victorious king-

dom of the Messiah over *‘kings'
and ““heads of countries,”” and the
destruction of all who rise against it
(comp. Ps. ii. 9, 12). The imagery is
naturally suggested by the experi.
ence of David as a man of war and
blood ; for its fulfilment we look not
to the First Advent of the Son of
David in peace and salvation, but to
the Second Advent of Judgment (see
Rev. xiv. 19, 20; xix. 11—18), com-
pleting the victorious progress, which
“puts all things under His feet.”

v. 7. He shall drink, &. The ob-
vious idea is of the victorious pur-
suer, staying only to drink hastily,
and theun continuing the pursuit.
But perhaps there is suggested also
the notion of condescension to the
wayside brook, of which the hum-
blest might drink, as the means of
“lifting up His head’’ for ever
(comp. Phil. ii. 9, 10; Heb, ii, 9;
xii. 2, &c.).

Psarm CXI.

This Psalm stands in close connection with Ps. cxii. Both are * Halle-
lujah Psalms,” beginning with a Hallelujah, omitted in our Prayer Book
version, and may be considered as introductory to the GREAT HALLEYL,
oxiii.—cxviii. (see Introduction). Both are strictly acrostic, not (as usual) in
successive verses, but in successive clauses. Both are of a thoughtful and
meditative cast, resembling in tone, and often in expression, the Book of

Proverbs. Proba

bly they are of late date and of common authorship. Asa

thanksgiving for the Eternal Covenant of redemption, this Psalm is made a

Proper Psalm for EAsTER DAy,

The alphabetical arrangement interferes with sectional division. But
after the introductory verse we may trace (a), in vv, 2—6, the adoration of
the greatness of God’s works, especially shewn in His visible care for His
people and His conquest of the land of Canaan for them; (b),in ve. 7—10, of
the righteousness of His works in the eternal Law and unfailing Covenant

which He has revealed.

v. 1. Secretly among the faithful—
properly, ‘“in the (private) assembly
of the faithful,” distinguished, byan
unusual distinction, from the con-
gregation as a whole.

v. 2. Sought out—that is, * searched
into >’ by serious thought. The na-
tural delight in God’s works is in
germ the best incentive to such
thoughtful search, and in fuller
measure its sufficient reward. To it
alone their greatness is 8o revealed,
as to call forth praise and honour to
the Creator.

v. 3. His righteousness. Itisonthe
greatness and wondrousness of God’s
work that the main stress is laid in
this verse and the next ; but not even
for a moment are these thought of in
tbe Psalms, or in the Old Testament
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generally, except in relation to His
higher moral attributes of righteous-
ness and compassion.

v. 4, a8 here rendered, is an expla-
natory paraphrase of the original—

* He hath made a memorial of His

wondrous works ;
Gracious and full of compassion
is the Lord.”

vo. 5, 6 evidently allude specially
to the history of Israel. The word
“meat’ is properly “prey” or
“gspoil,” but is often used in the
general sense of “food.”” The for-
mer verse may therefore probably
refer to the miraculous food of the
wilderness, as the latter evidently
refers to the conquest of Canaan.

vo. T—9 dwell explicitly on the
higher aspect of God’s works, al-

PsaLu CXI.—cont.

ready touched upon in vv. 3, 4. To
all menthey are * faithful ’’ (“true’’)
nnd “endure for ever,”” because
* done in truth and equity,” being,
indeed, the eternal standard of both.
To Israel they embody themselves in
the promised * redemption’’ of His
people and the covenant ‘‘com-
manded for ever.”

v. 10. The fear of the Lord, &c.—the
motto of the Book of Proverbs (Prov.
i. 7; ix. 10). In Job xxviii. 28 and
Eccles. xii. 13 the fear of the Lord is
itself wisdom, and ‘‘the whole duty
of man.” Here more accurately the
fear of God, keeping His revealed

commandments. is the key to *‘ wis-
dom,”’—that is, to the knowledge of
the true end and purpose of the life
which He gives and orders for man.

A good understanding, &c. Comp.
John vii. 17, “If any man will do
His will, he shall know,” &c. By
doing His will, so far as we know it,
we come to know it, and understand
it more and more.

The praise of it—properly, *‘ His
praise’” —the glory of God, not in
itself, but as recognised by man

through the growing knowledge here
described.

Psatm CXIIT.

This Psalm, the companion to Ps.

cxi., describes—much in the tone of

the Book of Job or the Book of Proverbs—the character and fortunes of
one who lives in the knowledge and adoration of God, described in that
Psalm. It is simply the personal embodiment of the general principle.

As in Ps. cxi.. the alphabetical arrangement makes sectional division
difficult. But the Psalm seems to dwell (a), in ve. 1—4, on the visible
blessing on the godly man of prosperity and light; (b), in vv. 5--7, on the
goodness and graciousness of his character, as bringing safety and con-
fidence in trouble; (¢), in vv. 8—10, on his triumph over the unavailing

enmity of the wicked.

v. 1. He hath, &c., should be, “that | merciful,” &c. (comp. Ps. xxvii. 1,

hath”; adding to the fear of God
the higher spirit which loves and so

| ** The Lord is my light”).

| v.5. A good man, &c. This should

“delights in His commandments,” | be, * Happy is he who is merciful,”

—the spirit so largely expressed in
Ps. cxix.

vv. 2—4 describe (much as in Job
v. 19—27; xi. 18—19; Ps. xxxvil
93—37, &c.) the temporal happiness,
and light even through darkness,
shed upon the path of godliness.

This is, of course, the natural order;:
for godliness is obedience to the law
of our being. That it is not perfectly !
carried out is the main teaching of |

the Book of Job; but the imperfec-
tion comes simply from the contra-
diction of sin, in the godly man him-
self needing chastisement, in the
wicked hating and persecuting god-
liness. Still, however imperfect in
its fulfilment here, the law remains
true, and will be in the end perfectly
vindicated.

v. 4. He is merciful, &¢. The words
““he is” are not in the original, and
the phrase, as interpreted in our ver-
sion, comes in abruptly. It is not
improbable that the words ‘‘ merciful,
loving, and righteous,” elsewhere
mostly applied to God, should be so
appliel here — “ There ariseth up
light in the darkness—He who is
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| &c. The stress laid here and in 2. 9
! (as also in Ps. xxxvii. 21, 26; Job
- xxix. 11—13; xxxi. 16—20) on mercy
" to the poor—both in lending (with-
out usury, as commanded in Ex.
" xxii. 25; Deut. xxiii. 19, 20), and in
| giving —is especially characteristic
of the morality of the Old Testa-
ment, as afterwards of the New.
The recognition of God as a God of
mercy necessarily exalts the quality
of mercy in the conception of human
goodness, as co-ordinate with right-
eousness, if not a diviner thing still.
The prineiple is that of Eph. iv. 32,
“Be ye kind one to another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even
as God for Christ’'s sake hath for-
given you.”

Will guide his words, &c., should
be, “ He will maintain His cause in
judgment.” The idea, continued
in the next verse, is that he shall
emerge successfully from trial, un-
shaken and established in grateful
remembrance of men (comp. James
ii. 12), and therefore triumphing over

his enemies.
vo. 7, 8. The ground of his con-



Psarym CXII.—cont.

fidence, however, is not in man, but| v.10. The one jarring note in the
in God, though He may work through | music of the Psalm (anticipated in
men’s gratitude and reverence. To | vv. 7, 8) is the enmity of the wicked,
shew mercy is to fulfil God’s Law, | gnashing the teeth (comp. Ps. xxxv,
and to be like Him ; such obedience | 16; xxxvii. 12) in hatred, both of
must maintain righteousness and se- ‘ goodness itself and of the favour
cure exaltation in glory. ! which it wins. Yet even this discord

v. 9 is quoted in 2 Cor. ix. 9, in St. [ is to be futile and transitory—per-
Paul’s exhortation to Christian libe- | haps even bringing out more strik-
rality, with the same emphatic refe- | ingly the harmony which it seeks to
rence to the blessing of God upon it. ' break.

PsaLvM CXIII.

Thigs Psalm is the first of a group of Hallelujah Psalms {cxiii.—cxviii.),
commonly called the GreaT HALLEL—although some Jewish authorities

ive that name to Ps. cxxxvi.—sung at the three great Festivals, the New

oons, and the Feast of Dedication. All are anonymous, and probably
belong to the period of the Restoration from Exile. At the Passover Ps.
cxiii., cxiv. were sung before the second festal cup, and Ps. exv.—cxviii.
after the filling of the fourth cup “ after supper,” as by Our Lord and His
Apostles (Matt. xxvi. 30; Mark xiv. 26). It will be seen that, while all are
Psalms of Thanksgiving to the God of Israel, each has its own special
phase of significance. .

This Psalm, after (a) the introduction of praise offered to the Lord
everywhere and for ever (vv. 1--8), goes on (&) (in vv. 4—8) to dwell especially
on %is condescension to the lowly, in a strain remarkably resembling the
Song of Hannah (1 Sam. ii. 1—1v) and the Magnificat, of which that song
probably suggested the language. The_referenpe may espeeially be to
Israel, as lowly in itself, yet exalted in spiritual dignity above the proudest
nations of the world (see v. 4). But the words are general, applying to
humanity as such, both in individual and in corporate life. Hence the use
of the Psalm on EasTer Day,in commemoration of the glorification of
Him who had stooped to the great humility.

v. 1 should be (as in A.V. and| wv. 5. Yet humbleth himself, &c.

R.V.), “Praise, O ye servants of the
Lord—praise the Name of the Lord.”
vv. 2, 8. The emphasis laid on the
praise of the Lord, as offered through
all ages, and from the rising to the
setting of the sun, is an anticipation
of the promise running through Pro-
ghecy and brightening in its later
00ks (see, for example, Isa. ii. 2—5;
xi. 9; Mic. iv. 1—5; Hab. ii. 14; Mal.
i. 11, &c.). At the era of the restora-
tion from the Captivity, to which this
Psalm probably belongs, the diffusion
of the knowledge of the God of Israel
to the heathen had already begun.

v. 4. All heathen should be, ‘“all
nations”’ of humanity ; the keavens
may therefore be taken (as the paral-
lelism suggests) for the hosts of
heaven. The Lord is exalted equally
over men and angels.

PsaLm

There is a striking significance in
the fact, that heaven and earth are
not here contrasted (as usual), but
plzic'ed on the same level, immeasur.
ably below the majesty of God (comp.
Job iv. 18; xv.15; xxv. 5). The sense
of His infinite greatness is the source
of adoration; in the sense of His con-
descension to His creatures lies the
secret of love.

vv. 6, 7 are a quotation from the
Song of Hannah (1 Sam. ii.8): v. 8
(not unlike 1 Sam. ii, 5) seems to
clench the guotation by allusion to
her history. The whole is evidently
applied to the ‘‘ daughter of Israel,™
exalted out of the dust and mire of
‘her discrowned captivity, and fruit-
ful after her desolation in & multi-
tude of children (comp. Isa. xlix.
20—23),

CXIV.

- DAy 23.

This most striking Psalm is simply an adoring reminiseéence of the
creation of the nation of Israecl by the strength of God’s miraculous
power, in that Exodus which is so constantly paralleled with the return
from Captivity. It glances (a), in v, 16, successively at the division of
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people : he hath commanded his |

given to the poor : and his righte-

covenant for ever; holy and re- ; ousness remaineth for ever ; his

verend is his Name.

10 The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom : a good un-
derstanding have all they that do
thereafter ; the praise of it endur-
eth for ever.

PSALM 112.
Beatus vir.
LESSED is the man that fear-
eth the Lord : he hath great
delight in his commandments.

2 Hisseed shall be mighty upon
earth : the generation of the faith-
ful shall be blessed.

3 Riches and plenteousness
shall be in his house : and his
righteousness endureth for ever.

4 Unto the godly there ariseth
up light in the darkness : he is
merciful, loving, and righteous.

5 A good man is merciful, and
lendeth : and will guide his words
with discretion.

6 For he shall never be moved:
and the righteous shall be had in
everlasting remembrance. -

7 He will not be afraid of any
evil tidings : for his heart standeth
fast, and believeth in the Lord.

8 His heart is established, and
will not shrink : until he see his
desire upon his enemies.

9 He hath dispersed abroad, and

Chening

PSALM 114.
In exitu Israel.

HEN Israel came out of E-

gypt : and the house of
Jacob from among the strange
people,

2 Judah was his sanctuary: and
Israel his dominion.

3 The sea saw that, and fled :
Jordan was driven back.

4 The mountains skipped like
rams : and the little hills like
young sheep.

5 What aileth thee, O thou
sea, that thou fleddest : and thou
Jordan, that thou wast driven
back ?

horn shall be exalted with honour.

10 The ungodly shall see it, and
it shall grieve him : heshall gnash
with his teeth, and consume away ;
the desire of the ungodly shall

rish.
LP%LM 113,
audate, puert,
PRAISE the Lord, ye servants ;
O praise the Name of the
Lord.

2 Blessed be the Name of the
Lerd : from this time forth for
evermore,

3 The Lord's Name is praised :
from the rising up of the sun un-
to the going down of the same.

4 The Lord is high above all
heathen : and his glory above the
heavens,

5 Who is like unto the Lord
our God, that hath his dwelling
s0 high : and yet humbleth him-
self to behold the things that are
in heaven and earth ?

6 He taketh up the simple out
of the dust : and lifteth the poor
out of the mire ; -

7 That he may set him with
the princes : even with the princes
of his people.

8 He maketh the barren woman
to keep house : and to be a joyful
mother of children.

{Praper.

6 Ye mountains, that ye skip-
ped like rams : and ye little hills,
like young sheeg ?

7 Tremble, thou earth, at the
presence of the Lord : at the pre-
sence of the God of Jacob ;

8 Who turned the hard rock
into a standing water : and the
flint-stone into a springing well.

PSALM 115.
Non nobis, Domine.
NOT unto us, O Lord, not un-
to us, but unto thy Name
give the praise : for thy loving
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.

2 Wherefore shall the heathen
say : Where is now their God ?
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the Red Bea as its beginning, the drying up of the Jordan as its close, the
mountains trembling before the presence of the Lord, and the rock riven
at His word; and then (b), in vv. 7, 8, bids the earth tremble, as of old,

before the same God of Jacob.

Appiied metaphorically to the deliverance from the bondage of sin to the
spiritual life on' earth—entered through the waters of Baptism (see 1 Cor.
x. 2), closed by the passage throngh the Jordan of death into the heavenly
Uanaan—conquering earthly power by the in-dwelling presence of God,
and “drinking of the spiritual Rock which is Christ” (1 Cor. x. 4)—it ia
naturally used as a Psalm of EASTER Davy.

v. 1. Strange people—properly (as
in A.V.), “people of a strange lan-
guage.'’

v. 2. His sanctuary. This is evi.
dently poetic anticipation of the
future glorv of Judah, already pro-
mised as his birthright (Gen. xlix.
10). Israel is simpli’l the kingdom of
the Lord; Judah the shrine of His
special presence.

v.3. The allusions to the two great
miracles have a vivid exactness. . The
sea “fled” before the strong wind,
which was the breath of the Lord
(Exod. xiv. 21; xv. 10); Jordan was
dried up by the checking of the
_ upper waters, which ‘‘stood and rose
up upon an heap ’’ (Josh. iii. 16).

v. 4 allndes (grobably to the mani-
festation of God on Mount Sinai
(Exod. xix. 18), before which not only
the mountain itself, but the lower
heights surrounding it are seen to
quake. But the figure is common in
all references to God’s manifested
presence (comgi Ps. xviil. 7; xxix.6;
Amos ix. §; Mie, i. 4; h. i. 5,
&c.).

v. 8 refers, of coursa, to the miracles

of Exod. xvii. 6; Num. xx.11. The call
to the earth to tremble &till before

God, shews that the Psalmist realizes,
i as still present, the old miraculous
. gifts of the God of Jacob. What He
| was of old to His people, He will be
. again.

Psatm CXYV.

This splendid Psalm—the famous

Non nobis Domine—seems to carry on

the idea of the preceding Psalms-—the distinction of God’s chosen people,
blessed and delivered by Him, from the nations around them. But it em-
phasizes this by what is characteristic, as it is most natural, in the Psalms
of the Restoration—a scornful denunciation of the idolatry of the heathen
(comp. Ps. xevi. 5; xcvii. 7; exxxv. 15—18); and contrasts with it the reality
of the knowledge and the blessing of the true God.

It falls readily into sections, perhaps taken up alternately by priests and
people in Liturgical use: (a), in vv. 1—8, a pleading of the whole congre-
gation with God to vindicate His majesty over the nullity of the heathen
idolatry; then (b), in vo. 9—11, a song of trustful faith from the Levites
and the people; answered (c), in vv. 12—15, by the promise of blessing to

Israel, uttered (probably by the high priest) in the Name of the Lord ; and
(2), lastly, in vv. 16—18, a responsive chorus of thanksgiving and praise.

vv. 1, 2—pleading with God, not for
His people’s sake, but for * His
Namaea’s sake’’ (comp. Ps. xxv. 10;
xxxi. 8; Ixxiv. 10, 18, 21; lxxix. 9;
cix. 21, &c.)—quote {in v. 2) the very
words of earlier Psalm and Prophecy
(Ps. xlii. 18; Ixxix. 10; Joel ii. 17).
The reliance is always not only on
God’s mercy, but on His “truth,” as
pledged to the covenant with Israel.

v.3. He is in heaven is the answer
to the wondering question of those
who cannot worship the Invisible.
His glory, seen only by faith, is
contrasted with the carnal visible
presence of the idol. The title ‘“‘the
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God of heaven ” is especially applied
to Him, both by Israelites and by
heathen, in the era of the Captivity
(Ezrai. 2; v.11, 12; vi. 9; vii. 12, 23;
Neh. i. 4; ii. 4; Dan. ii. 18, 19, 44).
vv. 4—8 (repeated almost exactly
in Ps. cxxxv. 15—I18) breathes the
very spirit of the later portion of the
Book of Isaiah (see especially Isa.
xli. 6, 7, 24, 29; xliv. 9—20)—expand-
ing that which is implied in the
application of the word *‘ vanities™
to the idols of the heathen (Deut.
xxxii. 21; 1 Kings xvi. 13, 26; Jer.
viii. 19). Jdolatry is viewed, not with
loathing, but with scornm, &S a sense-

Day 23.

THE PSALMS.

Day 23.

3 As for our God, he is in hea-
ven : he hath done whatsoever
pleased him.

4 Their idols are silver and
gold : even the work of men's
hands.

5 They have mouths, and speak
not : eyes have they, and see
not.

6 They have ears, and hear
nott: : noses have they, and smell
not.

% They have hands, and handle
nog ; feethhave Wll:ey, and walk
not : neither speak they through
their throat. pe y "8

8 They that make them are
like unto them : and so are all
such as put their trust in them.

9 But thou, house of Israel,
trust thou in the Lord : he istheir,
succour and defence.

10 Ye house of Aaron, putyour
trust in the Lord : he is their
helper and defender.

Day 24,

fHorming
PSALM 116,
Dilexi, quoniam.
I AM well pleased : that the
Lord hath heard the voice of
my prayer ;

2 That he hath inclined his ear
unto me : therefore will I call
upon him as long as I live.

3 The snares of death compass-
ed me round about : and the pains
of hell gat hold upon me.

4 I shall find trouble and hea-
viness, and I will call upon the
Name of the Lord : O Lord, I
beseech thee, deliver my soul.

5 Gracious is the Lord, and
righteous : yea, our God is mer-
ciful.

6 The Lord preserveth the sim-
ple : I was in misery, and he help-
ed me.

7 Turn again then untothy rest,
O my soul : for the Lord hath re-
warded thee,

8 And why ? thou hast deliver-
ed my soul from death : mine eyes
from tears, and my feet from

falling.

11 Ye that fear the Lord, put
your trust in the Lord : heistheir
helper and defender,

12 The Lord hath been mindful
of us, and he shall bless us : even
he shall bless the house of Israel,
he shall bless the house of Aaron.

13 He shall bless them that
fear the Lord : both small and

great.

14 The Lord shall increase you
more and more : you and your
children.

15 Ye are the blessed of the
Lord : who made heaven and
earth.

16 All the whole heavens are
the Lord’s : the earth hath he given
to the children of men.

17 The dead praise not thee,
O Lord : neither all they that go
down into silence.

18 But we will praise the Lord :
from this time forth for evermore.
Praise the Lord.

{Praper.

9 T will walk before the Lord :
in the land of the living.

10 I believed, and therefore will
I speak ; but I wassore troubled:
I said in my haste, All men are
liars.

11 What reward shall T give
unto the Lord : for all the bene-
fits that he hath done unto me ?

12 I will receive the cup of sal-
vation : and call upon the Name
of the Lord.

13 I will pay my vows now in
the presence of all his people :
right dear in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his saints.

14 Behold, O Lord, how that
I am thy servant : I am thy ser-
vant, and the son of thine hand-.
maid ; thou hast broken my bonds
in sunder. :

15 T will offer to thee the sacri-
fice of thanksgiving : and will call
upon the Name of the Lord.

16 I will pay my vowa unto the
Lord, in the sight of all his peo-
ple : in the courts of the Lord’s
house, even in the midst of thee,
O Jerusalem, Praise the Lord,
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eJess worshipping of a senseless thing.

For even if in the first instance the
idol is but a symbol, all experience
shews that it becomes to the mass
of men substantially an object of
worship.

vv. 9, 10 seem to form a responsive
anthem, the first clauses of the two
verses alternating between priests
and people, while the burden, ‘“ He
is,” &c., and the whole of v. 11, are
sung in full chorus. It is at once a
mutual exhortation to trust in the
Lord, and a common expression of
such trust.

vv. 12—15 form the answer (pro-
bably by the high priest) to this
utterance of Levites and people.

vo. 12, 18 correspond exactly to
vv. 9—11, in the confident promise of
blessing to ‘‘ the house of Israel,”
“the house of Aaron,” and to both
together, as ‘‘those who fear the
Lord” ; and vv. 14, 15 go down to
the ground of this confidence, in the

promise that the seed of Abraham

PsaLyM

shall be “ increased ' as the stars of
heaven (Gen. xv. 5), and the solemn
covenant, in which Israel is already
““the blessed of the Lord.”

v. 17 seems to come in as a discord
in the final hymn of praise. The
dim and dreary idea of thc condition
of the dead as of those who (so far
a8 we know) have no scope for the
praise and service of God-—closely
resembling Ps. Ixxxviii. 4, 10—12;
Isa. xxxviii. 18 19—belongs to the
twilight of the Old Testament, as
contrasted with the full light of the
New; and even there must be read
in contrast with such gleams of
bright faith as Ps. xvi. 10—-12;
xvii. 16. But it is at least probable
that the reference here may be
metaphorical—contrasting, as in the
celebrated passage in Ezekiel (xxxvii.
12-—14), the new life of the restora-
tion ‘“calling God’s people out of
their graves,” with the dreary dead-
ness of exile and exclusion from His
favour.

CXVI.

This Psalm, although one of the Hallel group, and ending with the
Hallelujah, differs much from those going before; first, in having its
rejoicing more chequered by remembrances of past sorrow and danger,
and next in exchanging the collective expression of national thanksgiving
for a strong individuality of personal experience. It is a thanksgiving of
great pathos and beauty, frorn one who has been brought out of sorrow
and pain, and rescued from danger of death. (Hence its use in our Service
for the CHURCHING OF WOMEN.) A Jewish tradition refers it to Hezekiah,
whose experience it would well suit; and this tradition has been supported
by tracing verbal resemblances between it and Isa. xxxvii., xxxviii. Against
it, however, is the existence of Aramaisms in the Psalm, indicating a
later date, probably referring it, like other Psalms of this group, to the era
of the restoration from Captivity.

First (a), in vv. 1—9, the Psalm dwells on the remembrance of past trouble
and danger, and the grateful joy in deliverance; next (). in vv. 10—16, it
contrasts the vanity of all earthly reliance with the ciousness of God’s
salvation, and, asking what return can be made to Him, breaks out.into
the vow of thankfulness and devotion as the only return which man can
make or God accept. (In the LXX. translation the two sections (a) and (b)
are made two distinet Psalms.)

v: 1. I am well pleased, &c.z should v. 4. I shall find, &c., is a most un-
be (as in A.V. and R.V.), “I love | fortunate error. The right rendering
(the Lord), for the Lord heareth,” | (asin A.V.and R.V.) ig, *“I found **
&c. On the belief in God’s gracious | ... “I called,” describing the sor-
love to the soul, hearing its supplica- | rowful past, now exchanged for de-
tion, and on this alone, can any pos- | liverance and joy, in answer. to the
sibility of love, as distinct from fear | prayer uttered, O Lord, I bescech Thee,
or adoration, be based. * Thou that | deliver my soul.

hearest prayer, to Thee shall all flesh
come.” v.7. Turn again to thy rest. God

vo. 8, 4. Comp. Ps. xviii. 3—5, of | Himself is the rest of the believer.
which these verses are almost a| He had seemed afar off, gmd s0 the
quotation. soul wandered; now He is revealed
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in gr:’t,ciousqess', and the soul “re-
turns”’ to Him in infinite relief.

Rewarded thee should be (as in
A.V. and R.V.), “deslt bountifully
with thee.” The Psalmist pleads no
human desert, but simply his own
need and God’s goodness, delivering
him (see v. 8) from death, sorrow,
and sin.

7. 9. Comp. Ps. xxvii. 15: Ivi. 13.
The contrast is, as so often, between
the land of the living, which we
know, and the unknown mystery of
Hades. So in Ps. Ixxxviii. 10—12;
exv. 17. Compare the words of Heze-
kiah’s thanksgiving (in Isa. xxxviii.
13, 19).

v. 10. I believed, &c. This is the
version of the LXX. (adopted in
2 Cor. iv. 18). But the true render-
ing seems to be, ‘I believed, when I
spake,” referring apparently to the
trustfql declaration of v. 9. The
Psalmist’s faith was troubled but
not destroved by the experience of
sorrow and faithlessness of man
which follows. ’

. In my haste (comp. Ps. xxxi. 24)—
in that sweeping and precipitate
generalisation of bitter experience,
despairing of humanity, which is a
sign of our own human frailty.

vv. 11, 12. There is in these verses

an exquisite beauty of idea. The
impulse of thankfulness is to desire

received from God. But the one
return is to receive more, and that
with deeper thankfulness; only after
this leading on to the vow of self-
devotion. In relation to man, it is
more blessed to give; in relation to
God, to receive. In this belief lies
the whole conception of ** salvation
by grace.”” Out of it grows the gl&d/
sacrifice of v. 15.

0. 12 The cup of salvation. In it-
self this is only a natural metaphor
(comp. Ps. xvi. 5 ; xxiii. 5, &c.). But
in the Paschal use of the Psalm
there seems clear allusion to “the
cup of blessing’ (Matt. xxvi. 27
1 Cor. x. 16) at the feast.

v. 13. Right dear, &. The words
come 1n somewhat abruptly, but are
s:‘onnected with the verse following,

Behold, Lord,” &ec., which pl
'for a place among His true servants.
The death of God’s saints s to Him
no light thing ; only when it is good
does_He suffer it, and then it ismore
precious than even the service of life.
The verse was sung atfunerals in the
early Church (Apost. Const. vi. 30).

vv. 15, 16. In these verses (com-
pared with vv. 12, 13) there is the
natural reiteration of thankful joy.
But; the_ Psalmist now goes on to
desire his thanksgiving to be a wit-
ness of God’s goodness to others.
He‘r‘lce‘ the emphasis on the presence
of * His people,” and the * courts of

to make return for what we have

His house.”

PsaLy CXVII.

This short Psalm is itself a kind of dox inni
t elf ology, beginning and endi i
fr}:eRfé;ar.}leitvuai% igtSthizﬁll};f)y (ﬁnt g,ccoutr}t of whigﬁ.it isg evidelﬁ?;ngugégg
festation of His mercy and t?ruth eton% Taol ; peraise oo for the mani-
| f srael; because this, bei -
lagloélng Ili)ls t}ue Nature, declares His dealing with all His lcsrezta.)t?llxggs ?cggg.
. - 1). Israel was (so to speak) a trustee of blessing for ‘““all the

Psatm CXVIII.

families of the earth.”

This m&gniﬁcent Hosanna Psalm is i
. obviously a P,
into the. Temple on some great Festival (see vg. a'19, 20, 24).

salm of solemn entrance
In the ritual of

the Second Temple it was ap i
propriated to the Feast of T :
osanna of v. 25 was then sung on compassing the altar; %ll;gl;%av%ll‘:gﬁ 32;

of the feast was expressly named the

great Hosanua,’’ and even the palm

branchesz borne on that day were called * Hosannas.’’ It can hardly, there
X -

fore, be doubted that it was oriei
s ) ginally used
that Feast. Various dates have been gssignegttg (i);n;ebs

Fifth Book seems to refer

§400

pecial celebration of
ut its position in this

] 3 it to the i
ingly either on the first sacrifice ungg?%?élfgl:bge?%gaﬁ%% jpd accord.

nrobably. as the Terple appears to have b
bration under Nehemiah (Neh. viil, 13--18).  Tho Beorcr®:
representing the leader of Israel with his train comi

4), or, more
to the great cele-
8 vividly dramatic,
ng to the Temple,





