THE THIRD BOOK OF THE PSALTER.

It includes seventeen Psalms (lxxiii.—lxxxix.), of which
eleven (Ixxiii.—lxxxiii.) are ascribed to Asaph, four (lxxxiv.,
Ixxxv., lxxxvii., lxxxviii.) to the sons of Korah, one (Ixxxvi.)
to David, and one (Ixxxix.) to Ethan the Ezrahite. On the
general character of the Psalms of Asaph and of the sons of
Korah, see Introduction, sect. 11. The book is closely con-
nected, in character and traditional authorship, with Book II.,
but is probably of somewhat later formation.

Psatm LXXIII.

This Psalm, ascribed to Asaph, deals with the great moral problem
which is the subject of the Book of Job, and shews evident knowledge of
that wonderful book itself. The question how, if God be the All-righteous
Governor of the world, the wicked prosper and the good suffer, belongs to
all times and places, But the time of Solomon, to which the composition
of the Book of Job (perhaps out of older materials) is commonly referred,
was one of much searching into the meaning of human life and the secret
of God’s Providence, and so was naturally brought face to face with these
deep moral problems. Therefore, although the ascription to Asaph may
mean no more than that the Psalm belonged to a collection bearing his
name, yet the Asaph of the days of David and Solomon—*‘ Asaph the Seer”
—may well have been the author. Even the notice in the Syriac Version
that the Psalm was composed ‘‘on the death of Absalom ” may have some
truth in it, for no better exemplification of the ideas of the Psalmist could
be found than the insolent trinmph and sudden fall of the great rebel.

The spirit of the treatment of the subject is, however, widely different

from that of the Book of Job. In that book the appeal is simplﬁ to faith
in the righteousness and the inscrutable wisdom of God ; in the Psalm the
mind is bidden to look to the certain redress of all wrong in the end,
perhaps in this world, perhaps in the next, and to rest on the eternai
communion with God, who is all in all.

The Psalmist, after a brief expression of the final issue of faith (. 1),
describes (a), in vv. 2—14, the mental conflict produced by contemplating
the insolent prosperity of the wicked, and listening to the comments of the
world upon it; then passes (b), in vv. 15~19, to the solution of the diffi-
culty, suggested by meditation in the Sanctuary on the final retribution of
God; and ends (¢), in vo. 20—27, with a confession of the brutish folly of
his former doubts, and a declaration that the communion of the soul with
God is the one secret of peace, in this world and the next.

Day 14. THE PSALMS. Day 14.

v. 1. Truly, or ““surely”’ (as in R.V,,
vv. 13, 18). The word expresses the
final conclusion after hesitation and
doubt, like our *‘after all.” What-
ever seems, this ¢s. The parallelism
in_this verse is notable; the true
“Israel” are the “pure in heart,”
who “see God,” and therefore see
filérough the clouds and delusions of

e,

v. 4. In no peril of death—literally,
*“There are no bands in their death,”
—a phrase which apparently means
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“no fetters” (of sickness or suffer-
ing) binding them to the power of
death or no pangs of anguish in their
last hour (comp. Job xxi. 13, 23).
v. 6 should be rendered (much as
in R.V,)—
“Pride is as a chain about their
neck;
Violence covereth them as a
garment.”

Pride is their ornament; wviolence
the habit of their life.

they are so holden with pride :
and overwhelmed with cruelty.

7 Their eyes swell with fatness:
and they do even what they lust,

8 They corrupt other, and speak
of wicked blasphemy : their talk-
ing is against the most High.

9 For they stretch forth their
mouth unto the heaven : and their
tongue goeth through the world.

10 Therefore fall the people
unto them : and thereout suck
they no small advantage.

11 Tush, say they, how should
God perceive it : is there know-
ledge in the most High ?

12 Lo, these are the ungodly,
these prosper in the world, and
these have riches in possession :
and I said, Then have I cleansed
my heart in vain, and washed
m{ne hands in innocency.

13 All the day long have I been
punished : and chastened every
morning.

14 Yea, and I had almost sald
even as they : but lo, then I
should have condemned the ge-
neration of thy children.

15 Then thought I to under-
stand this : but it was too hard
for me,

16 Until I went into the sanc-
tuary of God : then understood I
the end of these men ;

17 Namely, how thou dost set
them in slippery places : and cast-
est them down, and destroyest
them,

18 Oh, how suddenly do they
consume : perish, and come to a
fearful end !

19 Yea, even like as a dream
when one awaketh : so shalt thou
make their image to vanish out
of the city.

20 Thus my heart was grieved :
and it went even through my reins.

21 So foolish was I,-and igno-
rant : even as it were a beast be-
fore thee,

22 Nevertheless, I am alway by
thee : for thou hast holden me by
my right hand.

23 Thou shalt guide me with
thy counsel : and after that re-
ceive me with glory.

24 Whom have I In heaven but
thee : and there is none upon
earth that I desire in comparison
of thee,

25 My flesh and my heart fail-
eth : but God is the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever.

26 ¥or lo, they that forsake
thee shall perish : thou hast de-
stroyed all them that commit for-
nication against thee.

27 But it is good for me to hold
me fast by God, to put my trust
in the Lord God : and to speak of
all thy works in the gates of the
daughter of Sion.

PSALM T74.
Ut quid, Deus?
GOD, wherefore art thou ab-
sent from us so long : why
is thy wrath so hot against the
sheep of thy pasture ?

2 O think upon thy congrega-
tion : whom thou hast purchased,
and redeemed of old.

3 Think upon the tribe of thine
inheritance : and mount Sion,
wherein thou hast dwelt..

4 Lift up thy feet, that thou
mayest utterly destroy every ene-
my : which hath done evil in thy
sanctuary.

5 Thine adversaries roar in the
midst of thy congregations : and
set up their banners for tokens.

6 He that hewed timber afore
out of the thick trees : was known
to bring it to an excellent work.

7 But now they break down all
the carved work thereof : with
axes and hammers.

8 They have set fire upon thy
holy places : and have defiled the
dwelling-place of thy Name, even
unto the ground.

9 Yea, they said in their hearts,
Lct us make havock of them al-
together : thus have they burnt
up all the houses of God in the
land.

10 We see not our tokens, there
is not one prophet more : no, not
one is there among us, that un-
derstandeth any more.

11 O God, how long shall the
i adversary do this dishonour ; how
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Psarm LXXIYI,—cont.

v. 8 is mistranslated. It should

e—-

‘“They scoff and speak of wicked-

ness;
Of oppression from the height
(of disdain) do they speak.”
Wickedness is to them a jest; at
pleas against oppression they smile
disdainfully.

v. 10. Suck they no small advantage
—literally, “waters of a full cup are
wrung out to them,” which may be
explained as in our version, but per-
haps better as meaning that the
people drink deep of their cup of
wickedness.

vv. 11—13. In this section vv. 12, 13
gseem to be the reflections of the
Psalmist in the hour of his bewilder-
ment; but v. 11 should be taken (as
in our version) to be the utterances
of the ordinary looker-on, inferring
that the “ Most High” is too high to
care for our good and evil.

v. 14. Yea, and I had, &c.—properly,
“If I had said, I will speak words
like these, I should have been faith-
less to the generation of Thy chil-
dren.” It is notable that the first
restraining influence was found in
loyalty to the brotherhood of the
t(‘?it&hful, and to their witness for

od.

vo. 15, 16 are deeply instructive.
They tell how, first, he had recourse
to thought, striving to pierce into
the secrets of God’s Providence; and
then, failing in this, went to the
Sanctuary, and there found a higher
insight in prayer.

vv. 17—19 describe rest on a final
retribution, swallowing up in a mo-
ment the prosperity which seemed
substantial. It is clear that this
might be in this world, or in that
future life, to which those must look

onward who deegly realize the com-
munion with God.

v. 19. So shalt thou, &c. This clause
is wrongly rendered. It should be,
“80, when Thou arisest” (as from
slumber), ‘“Thou wilt despise their
image.”’

vv. 20, 21 are the confession of folly.
That his heart was soured (*‘griev.
ed’’) and ‘‘his reins pierced” (with
the gang of envi, shewed that he
was brutish (“foolish”’) in ignorance
because, ‘‘like a beast,”’ he rega.rdeé
only the visible world and the things
of sense.

vv. 22—27. This conclusion is de’eﬁy
suggestive as well as beautiful. e
ultimate refuge from doubt and from
the bewilderments of the world, is
not in any foresight of retribution,
still less in any theories of its time
or method, but in the conscious com-
munion with the Eternal. They who
know themselves to be His are sure of
present guidance and of future glory;
they who desire Him infinitely can
feel no other desire painfully; they
who rest on Him care not if their
‘“flesh and their heart fail,”” for they
hold fast to Him themselves, and tell
of His goodness to others. What is
true of questions of retribution here
is equally true of all speculations as
to the laws of retribution hereafter.
The only answer is rest on the per-
fect righteousness and mercy of
God.

v. 23. Receive me with glory or to
glory. How far this involves the
conscious looking forward to an-
other world has been doubted. But
the whole context expresses a con-
sciousness of God as ‘‘our portion
for ever’’; it looks to heaven as well
as earth; and therefore it is hard
not to think that, however dimly, it
must have extended its vision beyond
the grave.

Psay LXXIV,

This Psalm—like Ps. lxxix., to which it has much similarity—though
again ascribed to Asaph, appears almost unquestionably to belong to a far
later period. It is a cry of anguish from one who sees the land of Israel
trampled under foot, the Temple and other sanctuaries destroyed, and finds
no prophetic word of hope or comfort. It is commonly referred either to
the Chaldgean invasion or to the Maccabean times, although it might. of
course, belong to the time of one of the earlier invasions, briefly noticed in
the sacred history. Considering its style, its resemblance to paesages in
Jeremiah, and its position in the Psalter, the time of the Chaldsan
conquest is the most probable. By whomsoever written, it is a Psalm of
infinite pathos, and_an impassioned pleading with God by His ancient

mercies and for His Name's sake,

2l4a

PsaLum LXXIV.—cont.

It opens (a), in vv. 1—10, with a terrible picture of the cruel and insolent
triumph of the enemy, especially over the Temple of God; from this it
passes (b), in »v. 11—18, to plead with God by his former mercies to Israel,
and by His Almighty power over the world ; and ends (¢), in vv. 19—24,

with an earnest prayer that He will *

His glory before the heathen.

v. 1. Abgent from us, &c. The true
rendering (as in A.V. and R.V.) is
stronger, * Why hast Thou cast us
off for ever?”’ go in Ps. xliii. 2; xliv.
9; Ixxvii. 7, &c.)

v. 4. Lift up, &c.—properly, *‘‘lift
up Thy feet,”” i.e. hasten (as an
avenger) ‘‘unto the perpetual deso-
lations ’—the ruin upon ruin heaped
unceasingly on the land.

v. 5. Congregations should be ““as-
sembly ’—the place of Thy meet-
ing with Thy people, probably the
Temple.

Their banners as tokens. The ori-
ginal is, ‘‘ their signs as signs.” Pro-
bably the reference is to the emblems
of idolatry (like ‘‘the abomination
of desolation” in Dan. ix. 27) set up
as if they were really *‘signs” of a
Divine power with them, giving them
victory.

v. 6 i3 wholly misunderstood. It
should be—

“They seemed as men that lifted

on high
Axes against the thickets of the

wood ;

And so they break down,” &ec.
The picture is graphic: first, the
roar of fury and victory on the ex-
altation of the signs of idolatry;
then the wanton havoc, hewing
down, like the trees of the forest,
the carved work of the Temple (s0
elaborately described in 1 Kings vii.
18—385), beautiful in itself, and hal-
lowed by its sacred emblems ; at last
the fire set to the building, and the
razing to the ground the Sanctuary
itself (comp. Lam. ii. 2—97). There
rings through the whole description
the anguish of an eye-witness. In
the pregnant phrase, ‘““defiled even
to the ground” (comp. Ps. lxxxix.
38), is summed up the two-fold idea
of pollution and ruin.

v. 9. The houses of God—properly,
“the %laces of assembly’’—rendered
in R.V. as in the LXX. ‘“the syna-
gogues.” The establishment of syna-
gogues, a8 a regular institution, be-
iongs to the period after the Exile.
But the existence of some places of
assembly in earlier times is in the
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look upon the Covenant,’’ and assert

highest degree probable. For it is
hard to conceive of no worship in the
cities of Israel intermediate between
the worship of the family and the
infrequent worship in the Temple;
especially when every Sabbath and
festival was a time of *“solemn as-
sembly.”” It is thoroughly accordant
with the conservative spirit of the
days of Ezra to suppose that the re-
gular institution of the synagogues
after the Captivity was rather a re-
vival and fuller organization of the
old, than a thing absolutely new.
But it is most probable that the
true meaning here is “ destroyed
all times of assembly, i.e., the
solemn feasts,” as the LXX. trans-
lation renders the passage (comp.
Lam. i. 4; ii. 6; Hos. ii. 11).

v. 10. Tokens or “signs’’ — con-
trasted with the heathen signs of
v.5. Our signs (he says) of the true
God are gone; their signs of idolatry
flaunt in triumph. i

There is not one prophet more. There
may be here some of the natural ex-
aggeration of sorrow. Jeremiah and
Ezekiel both still lived in the days of
the Chaldsean invasion. But Ezekiel
was far away in Babylon ; Jeremiah's
promise of restoration might well
be lost in his constant message of
woe, and he was actually accused of
favouring the Chaldeean triumph.
There is very similar language in
Lam. ii. 9; Ezek. vii. 26.

That wunderstandeth, &c. This
should be joined with the first words
of the next verse, ‘that knoweth
how long.”

v. 11. How long. Comp. vi. 3; xiii.
1, 2. The chastisement is accepted ;
but the prayer is that it may pass in
God’s good time.

vv. 18—16 rapidly survey the great
deeds of God’'s ancient deliverance,
“ working salvation in the midst of
the earth’ (see A.V. and R.V.)—the
dividing the Red Sea, the destruc-
tion of the Egyptians, the bringing
the stream out of the rock, the dliy-
ing up of the waters of Jordan. In
many cases there is even verbal coin-
cidence with the historic record.



Psarm LXXIV.—cont.

v. 14. Dragons—that is, *sea mon- | idolatry, especially the Chaldeean, is
sters,”’ the emblems of the Egyptian | but the rervant of that rule.
owers (comp. the application to vv. 19—24. Here (see vv. 11, 19, 28)
haraoh in lga. 1li. 9; Ezek. xxix. 3; | God is prayed to deliver Israel for
xxxii. 2). His own Name’s sake. (To pray for
. . . . the glory of His Name is to pray
v. 15. Leviathan, as in Job xli., the | for the good of all His creatures; for
crocodile—** the beast of the reeds” | the knowledge of His being and
(Ps. 1xviii. 80, marg.)—still more em- | glory is the highest blessing of man.)
phatically the emblem of Egypt. Todu look illl?on lthe %ovfenantil" ilsx to
Gavest him, &e. Unless the phrase | Yindicate His glory before the hea-
; y then—the foolish people "—who
be_ metaphorical, we should read, cannot or will not know Him. Tolet

‘““the race of the wilderness ’—the '¢ . 2 .
i | it be overthrown is to give occasion
beasts of the desert shore feeding ! to the enemy “to blaspheme” **in

on the corpses of the Egyptians. evergrowing presumption,’”’ and to

vo. 17, 18 in rapid transition pass ! send ‘‘the simple and helpless away
from God’s manifestations to Israel  ashamed.”” With the tenderness of
to His rule over all Nature in its | pleading for His ‘‘ turtle-dove’ and
forces and jts changes, in which, | for the poor of His congregation,
even before the heathen, ‘ He left | there mingles this tone of remon-
not Himself without a witness.” |strance in the name both of the
The sun, the great object of all! Covenant and of the glory of God.

Psatm LXXYV.

This Psalm and Ps. 1xxvi., both bearing the name of Asaph, seem to be
closely connected. They stand in marked contrast with the anguish of the
last Psalm, and breathe the spirit of a firm confidence in the all-righteous
judgment of God against the strength of the enemy—as already shewn in
part, and as destined to be perfected hereafter.

It has been conjectured that they belong to the time of Sennacherib’s
war and overthrow (see note on v. 7), and the LXX. actually adds to the
heading the words ‘ with reference to the Assyrians.”

This Psalm, like Ps. lvii., has the title Altaschith, *“ destroy not’’—pro-
bably the name of the tune to which it was sung.

It opens (a), in vv. 1—4, with an expression of thankful trust, answered
by the utterance of judgment by the voice of God; this is taken up (d), in
‘ov. 5—10, by an admonition of rebuke in the Name of the Lord, to the pride
of the ungodly; and the whole concludes (¢), in vo. 11, 12, with the renewed
expression of trust in the God of Jacob for victory.

v. 2. Thy Name. The “Name of | (1 Sam. ii. 8), “The pillars of the
God " is any revelation of Him; |earth are the Lord's, and He hath
here clearly the revelation of His | set the world upon them.” Amidst
Presence in the midst of Israel, [ all change and confusion, one thing
witnessed to by His wondrous |is changeless and certain—the judg-
works. ment of God.

v. 8. When I receive, &c. These| wvv. 5, 6, 8 have also plain remi-
words, opening the utterance of the [ niscences of the Song of Hannah
voice of God, should be rendered, | (1 Sam. ii. 3, 7), in rebuke of the
“When I find the set time.” They | arrogance and obstinacy of the god-
are, as it were, a solemn answer to | less.
the cry, “How long?’ When God| ¢ 5. I said unto the fools, &c.—
wills, and not till then, the judg- | properly “ to the arrogant, Deal not
ment is to come. arrogantly ’—an allusion perhaps to

v. 4. Is weak—properly, ‘‘is dis-. | the blasphemous boastfulness of the
solved,” melting with fear (comp. | Assyrians (Isa. xxxvi. 18—20; xxxvii.
Exod. xv. 15; Josh, ii. 9, 24). 23—25).

I bear up the pillars. Compare the | wv. 7. Promotion should be ‘“lifting
passage in the Song of Hannah, also | up’’ (comp. v. 8)—the lifting up of
vsed as a rebuke of earthly pride deliverance. That deliverance comes
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Day 14. , THE PSALMS. Day 14,

long shall the enemy blaspheme
thy Name, for ever ?

12 Why withdrawest thou thy
hand : why pluckest thou not thy
right hand out of thy bosom to
consume the enemy ?

13 For God is my King of old :
the hel[flthat is done upon earth
he doeth it himself,

14 Thou didst divide the sea
through thy power : thou brakest
the heads of the dragons in the
waters.

15 Thou smotest the heads of
Leviathan in pieces : and gavest
him to be meat for the people in
the wilderness.

16 Thou broughtest out foun-
tains and waters out of the hard
rocks : thou driedst up mighty
waters.

17 The day is thine, and the
night is thine : thou hast prepar-
ed the light and the sun.

18 Thou hast set all the borders

Dax 15. fWorning

PSALM 75.
Confitebimur tibs.
NTO thee, O God, do we give
thanks : yea, unto thee do we
give thanks.

2 Thy Name also is so nigh :
and that do thy wondrous works
declare.

3 When I receive the congre-
gation : I shall judge according
unto right.

4 The earth is weak, and all
the inhabiters thereof : I bear up
the pillars of it.

5 I said unto the fools, Deal
not so madly : and to the ungod-
ly, Set not up your horn.

6 Set not up your horn on high :
and speak not with a stiff neck.

7 For promotion cometh nei-
ther from the east, nor from the
west : nor yet from the south.

8 And why ? God is the Judge:
he putteth down one, and setteth
up another.

9 For in the hand of the Lord
there is a cup, and the wine is
red : it is full mixed, and h= pour-
eth out of the same.

of the earth : thou hast made
summer and winter.

19 Remember this, O Lord,
how the enemy hath rebuked :
and how the foolish people hath
blasphemed thy Name.

20 O deliver not the soul of thy
turtle-dove unto the multitude
of the enemies : and forget not
the congregation of the poor for
ever.

21 Look upon the covenant :
for all the earth is full of dark-
ness, and cruel habitations.

22 O let not the simmple go away
ashamed : but let the poor and
needy give praise unto thy Name.

23 Arise, 0 God, maintain thine
own cause : remember how the
foolish man blasphemeth thec
daily.

24 Forget not the voice of thine
enemies : the presumption of
them that hate thee increaseth
ever more and more.

IPragper.

10 As for the dregs thereof :
all the ungodly of the carth shall
drink them, and suck them out.

11 But I will talk of the God of
Jacob : and praise him for ever.

12 All the horns of the ungodly
also will I break : and the horns
of the righteous shall be exalted.

PSALM 76.
Notus tn Judeea.
IN Jewry is God known : his
Name is great in Israel.

2 At Salem is his tabernacle :
and his dwelling in Sion.

3 There brake he the arrows
of the bow : the shield, thesword,
and the battle.

4 Thou art of more honour
and might : than the hills of the
robbers.

5 The proud are robbed, they
have slept their sleep : and all the
men whose hands were mighty
have found nothing.

6 At thy rebuke, O God of Ja-
cob : both the chariot and horse
are fallen.

7 Thou, even thou art to be
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Fsaum LXXV.—cont.

“not, from the sunrise nor the sun-
gset, nor from the desert’ of the
South. From the omission of the
North it has been gathered, mnot
improbably, that the danger came
from that quarter, viz., from Assyria,
and that Israel was looking eagerly
in all other quarters for help.

v. 9. There is a cup, &c. This meta-
phor, in the sense of the cup of
wrath or judgment, is frequent in
Jeremiah (see xxv. 15, 17, 28; li. 7;
Lam. iv. 21; and comp. f5a. 1. 17;

Ezek. xxiii. 81, 82). In the Psalms
the cup is more usually the ordain-
ed portion of blessing (see xvi. 5;
xxiii. 5; exvi. 13).
Full mired—that is, with the spice,
t in to make it stronger (like the
‘wine mingled with myrrh’’).

v. 12 may be the final sentence of
the Lord Jehovah, or it may ex-
press the confidence of the Psalmist,
that as His instrument, he will be
strengthened to do His work.

Psaru LXXVI.—cont.

vy 7--9,in the midst of exultation,
have in them a certain tone of awe
before the terrible judgment of God ;
the very earth trembles and is hush-
ed in the silence of expectation, even
when the judgment is for salvation
to the afflicted and the meek.

v. 10. The latter clause, as it now
stands, must be rendered, *“And with
the residtie of wrath Thou shalt gird
Thyself ">—that is (it would seem),
the wrath of the enemy, after being
overruled to God’s glory, shall be
used a8 the sword of His judgment.

But the LXX., by & slight variation of
the text, read, ‘“shall keep festival to
Thee,”’ giving a simpler sense, and
preserving the parallelism far better.

vv. 11, 12. Comp. 2 Chr. xxxii. 23,
“ Many brought gifts unto the Lord,
and presents unto Hezekiah the king
80 that he was magnified in the sight
of the nations.”” The Psalmist evi-
dently delights to anticipate or con-
template, as a result of God’s signal
judgment, this universal homage to
the God of Israel, as the King of
kings, from all the earth.

Psatm LXXVI.

This splendid Psalm, even more plainly than Ps. 1xxv., is marked out by
some ancient tradition, and by the strongest internal evidence, as a Psalm
of triumph over the destruction of the army of Sennacherib. It bears
token of reminiscence both of the Song of Deborah and the Song of
Hannah, and has some points of likeness to the contemporary prophecy.
It breathes a spirit, mingled of exaltation and awe, in the overwhelming
sense of the greatness of the deliverance.

It is headed on Neginoth, that is, *on stringed instruments.”

The structure is singularly symmetrical, in four divisions of three verses:
(a), in vv. 1—8, we hear the trumpet blast of victory; (4}, in vv. 4—6, the
exaltation of God over all human pride and strength; (¢), in vv. 7—9, an
awe-struck recital of God’s coming forth to judgment; (d), in vv. 10—12, a
more reflective declaration of His over-ruling and restraining power over
the kings of the earth.

v. 1. In Israel. This Psalm was| ‘‘ Glorious art Thou, and excellent
written at a time when the inde-|from” (or “ more than’’) *‘ the
Fendent kingdom of Israel had | mountains of prey.”” Taking the
allen, and the relics of the tribes | former rendering—which is perhaps

Psatm LXXVII.

This beautiful Psalm carries with it no certain indication of date. It
bears some strong similarities to the Psalm of Hab. {ii., but it is hard to say
which is the original. It is called a Psalm of Asaph—addressed (like
Ps. xxxix., Ixii.) “to Jeduthun’’ or Ethan, head of one of the Levitical
companies—and has strongly marked upon it the peculiarities of the
Psaling bearing that title ; such as the allusion to “Joseph” (v.15), the
delight in historical reference, and the meditative cast of the whole. It is
the utterance of one deeply sorrowing over the apparent withdrawal of
God’s favour from Israel, who comforts himself with hope from the remems-
brance of His ancient mercies.

It opens (a), in vv. 1—38, with a description of the perplexity and sorrow
under which the Psalmist had cried, and would still cry, to God; _passing
(b), in vv. 4—10, into a recital of the conflict in his soul between the two
voices of despondency and faith ; and at last (¢), in vv. 11—20, breaking out
into a triumphant and hopeful commemoration of God’s former mercies to
Tsrael.

were invited, as at the great pass- | the better—the idea is still of God

over of Hezekiah (2 Chr. xxx. 1), to
rally round the kingdom of Judah,
which had now become the sole
representative of the covenant of
Israel. Hence with singular truth
to fact, His Presence is described as
“known in Judah’’ and His Name
recognised as great in Israel.

v, 2. Salem—apparently used as the
old name of Jerusalem (Gen. xiv. 18),
and with an allusion to its significa-
tion to Peace (see Heb. vii. 1, 2).

Tabernacle . . . . dwelliny, &c., hag
been rendered “lair”’ and ‘ covert,”
whence (like ‘““the lion of Judah®’)
He goes forth suddenly to destroy.
Compare the reference in v. 4 to
‘“ The mountains of prey.”’

v. 3. Comp. Isa. xxxvii. 83, “He
shall not come into this city, nor
shoot an arrow there, nor come be-
fore it with shields, nor cast a bank
against it.”’

v. 4 is more literally (see A.V.),
2l5a

as coming down in His wrath from
the mountain lair; taking the latter
(a8 in our version), *‘ the mountains
of prey” are the strongholds already
conquered, from which the Assyrian
host gathered round the devoted
city of Jerusalem.

vv. 5, 6 should be rendered—

‘“ The valiant are spoiled ;
They have slept their sleep ;
None of the mighty have found
their hands. .
At Thy rebuke, O God of Jacob,
Both chariot and horseman are
cast into a deep sleep.”

It i3 almost impossible to mistake
the allusion to the deeper sleep of
death, falling on the sleeping Assy-
rian army, before the valiant men
could “find their hands”’ (as we
use the phrase, ‘‘ find their tcngue ”’),
to grasp their weapons. The idea
is worked out strikingly in Byron’s
well-known lines.

0. 1. Should perhaps be, “ Let me ;
cry” . . . . “May He hearken,” &c.
Kot till the end of the Psalm does
anxiety pass into confidence.

v. 3. My sore ran, &. This is a
mistranslation. The original is, “my
hand in the night-season was stretch-
ed out” (literally, *poured out )
“ and ceased not.”” The ideais of the
hand stretched out in prayer till it
was unnerved by weariness, and yet
refused to rest.

vv. 3, 4 again fail of the trtte sense.
They should be—

“Ithought upon God and was in
heaviness;

Icomplained,and my spirit sank.”

Even the thought of God brought for

a time nothing but weariness and
despondency.

vv. 4—6 describe the Psalmist’s
transition from despondency to medi-
tation in the restless watches of the
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night. In these he tells how he went
back in memory, calling to remem-
brance his old song of praise over
past mercies, and how his spirit
made search in thought (“search out
my spirits”’) ; but at first only with
the despondent result of vvo. 7—9,

: through the painful sense of con-
i trast with the present (comp. Ixxxix.

37—48).

v. 10. The original is, “ It is my
weakness (or sorrow) as to the years
of the right hand of the Most High-
est!’’ or (as someread), ¢ the chang-
ing of the right hand,” &c. In the
latter case the meaning is simply,
‘“ It is my sorrow that the right hand
of the Most Highest is changed.”
But this meaning would be at vari-
ance with the tone of the whole
context ; and it is better to take the
former reading, and adopt substan-
tially the sense of our version. as
marking the point of transition of
feeling,in thesensethat despondency
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is but human weakness, and a will-
ingness to wait for the appointed
years of God’'s salvation. To this
the following verses are the natural
sequel; for they dwell, first, on the

eatness (in wvv. 11, 12), then the

oliness (v. 18), and, lastly, the re-
deemin merci of the Lord (v.15),
as the things that cannot fail.

v.15. And Joseph. The allusion to
Joseph may be justified by the pro-
minence of Joseph in the Egyptian
period of the history; but it would
seem to argue that the Paalmist
was & native or a citizen of North-
ern Israel (comp. Ps. 1xxx. 1, 2 and
1xxxi. 5).

. vv.16—18 are obviously the descrip-
tion of the passage of the Red Ses,

amidst the terrors of the storm,
which marked the overwhelming of
;l_lflal)sgyptian hoat (comp. Hab. iii.

v. 18. Round about—literally, *in
the wheel,” that is, probably, ‘‘inthe
whirlwind.”

vo. 19, 20 express the sense of mys-
tery of the manner of God’s judg-
ment, of which the waves of the sea
hid all traces. Only one thing was
clear, that His people were led
safely, like sheep, through the abyss
of danger (comp. 1xxviii. 53, 5¢4), and
that it was He who went before them
as their Shepherd. The end of the
Psalm is abrupt—almost as if to mark
connection with the great Psalm
which follows.

Psaum LXXVIII.

This is the first and greatest of the historical Psalms—an inspired
comment on the sacred history, with an avowed didactic purpose of
warning, by a recital of God's repeated mercies and of Israel’s repeated
sins. Such comments we find in the Prophecies (see, for example, Ezek.
xx. 3—28) ; but the Psalmist dwells on the past with far greater historic
detail, and, moreover, identifies himself more fully in sympathy with the
people whose sin he so candidly records. Under the shadow of this main
idea there runs also through the Psalm a secondary purpose, to emphasize
for some special reason the transference of the spiritual and temporal
leadership from Ephraim to Judah, from Shiloh to Zion. These historical
Psalms have a double value. They illustrate and confirm the historic
record, always giving it vividness, and occasionally adding fresh touches of
detail. But their real importance lies in the light which they throw on
the religious conception of that history, which, indeed, alone makes it a
continual lesson on the eternal will of God and the unchanging charac-
teristics of humanity.

The Psalm is ascribed to Asaph; and although, as usual, many various
dates have been found for it by eritical conjecture, there is much to supfport
the ancient ascription, not only in the singular beauty and perfection of the
poem, and the imposing tone of authority, resembling the tone of Ps. 1.
and well suiting ‘“ Asaph the Seer,” but, perhaps even more, in the a.brup"s
pauge at the accession of David, and the absence of all reference to the
%%oﬁes of his reign, which would be inconceivable in a later Psalmist.

hy Asaph should have dwelt so emphatically on the primacy of Judah as
against the tribe of Ephraim (with which the ¢ Psalms of Asaph’’ usually
shew special sympathy), we cannot tell. But this warning may have been
called for by some crisis in the history of David’s later years; when we
ree traces (as, for example, in 2 Sam. xix. 41—43 ; xx.1—22) of the jealousy
against Judah, which was to break out hereafter in the revolt of Israel
under the leadership of Ephraim.

After (@) the introduction (in vv. 1—9) of general warning to Israel, the
Psalm dwells at length (b), in vv. 10—40, on the wonders of God’s hand in
the wilderness and the rebellions of the people; then (¢), in vv. 41—56, it
goes back from this to the deliverance from Egypt, and on to the settle-
ment in Canaan; (d), lastly and briefly, in vv. 57—783, it touches on the
rebellions in the days of the Judges, the fall of Shiloh and the establish-
went of the Sanctuary in Zion, and of the royalty of David.
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feared : and wllllo ma{ s‘tla;g 9in
thy sight when thou art al ?
g Titgxou didst cause thy judg-
ment to be heard from heaven :
the earth trembled, and was
still
9’ When God arose to judg-
ment : and to help all the meek
upon earth.
pl% The flerceness of man shall
turn to thy praise :and the fierce-
pess of them shalt thou refrain.
11 Promise unto the Lord your
God, and keep it, all ye that are
round about him : brin% presents
unto him that ought to be feared.
12 He shall refrain the spirit of
princes : and is wonderful among
the kings of the earth.

PSALM 7%.
¢ Voce mea ad Dominum.
WILL cry unto God with m,
I voice : even unto God will {
cry with my voice, and he shall
hearken unto me.

2 In the time of my trouble I
sought the Lord : my sore ran,
and ceased not in the night-sea-
son ; my soul refused comfort.

$ When I am in heaviness, 1
will think upon God : when my
heart is vexed, I will complain.

4 Thou holdest mine eyes wak-
ing : I 'am so feeble, that I cannot

speak.

5 I have consldered the days of
old : and the years that are past.

6 I call to remembrance my
song : and in the night I com-
mune with mine own heart, and
search out my spirits,

7 Will the Lord absent himself

Dax 15.

PSALM 78,
- Attendite, popule.
HEAR my law, O my people :
incline your ears unto the
words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a
able : I declare hard sen-
nces of old ;
3 Which we have heard and
known : and such as our fathers
have told us ;

for ever ; and will he be no more
intreated ?

8 Is his mercy clean gone for
ever : and is his promise come
utterly to an end for evermore ?

9 }f;th God forgotten to be
fnwious : and will he shut up his

oving-kindness in displeasure ?

10 And I said, It is mine own
infirmity : but I will remember
the years of the right hand of the
most Highest.

11 I will remember the works
of the Lord : and call to mind thy
wonders of old time.

12 I will think also of all thy
works : and my talking shall be
of thy doings.

13 Thy way, O God, is holy :
wha is so greata Godagour God ?

14 Thou art the God that doeth
wonders : and llllaSt declzlared thy

wer among the people.
p015 Thou hast mightily deliver-
ed thy people : even the sons of
Jacob and Joseph.

16 The waters saw thee, O
God, the waters saw thee, and
were afraid : the depths also we
troubled. -

17 The clouds poured out wa-
ter, the air thundered : and thine
arrows went abroad.

18 The voice of thy thunder was
heard round about : the lightnings
shone upon the ground ; theearth
was moved, and shook withal.

19 Thy way is in the sea, and
thy paths in the great waters :
and thy footsteps are not known.

20 T{ou leddest thy people like
sheep : by the hand of Moses and
Aaron.

Eoening {Praper.

4 That we should not hide them
from the children of the genera-
tions to come : but to shew the
honour of the Lord, his mightg
and wonderful works that he hat!
done.

5 He made a covenant with
Jacob, and gave Israel a law:
which he commanded our fore-
fathers to teach their children ;

6 That their posterity might
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Psary LXXVIIL. —cont. .
The whole style of the Psalm is aingula.rlg beautiful and perfect, shewing

no touch of ruggedness or obscurity, an
of calm and dignified authority. Comp.

reserving throughout a tone
att. xiii. 35 (‘“spoken by the

prephet ™). It is a Maschil—a Psalm of reflection and instruction—in the

very highest degree.

v. 2. Parable....hard sentences
(**dark sayings”). Comp. xlix.
and note there. The names seem
more applicable there than here.
But the reference here appears to
be simply to a teaching of deep
spiritual truths, which the multi-
tude neglect, through historical
facts, which they all know. In
Matt. xiii. 34 the verse is acoord-
inglg applied to the teaching of Our
Lord by ’Ipa.rables.

». 5. The “ Covenant'’ or * testi-
mony’’ (see xix. 7) and the Law,
which was to guard it, were to be
orally taught from fathers to chil-
dren, and so to be a living power,
treasured in memory from genera-
tion to generation (comp. Deut.
iv. 9; vi. 79, 20—25). The “Song
of Moses’’ (Deut. xxxi. 28; xxxii.
47) is the grandest example of such
teaching; the Passover question and
answer (Exod. xii. 26, 27) the most
formal and permanent. Yet the
object was not to chrenicle the ilory
and greatness of the forefathers,
but rather to take warning by their
sins and.chastisements.
fulfilment of this command after
the Exile in Neh. ix. 7—84; Dan. ix.
4—19. o

v. 10. Like as, &c. 'There is no
“like as’’ in the original. The verse
abruptly states what may be (as has
been suggested) a metaphorical de-
scription of faithlessness (like ‘‘the
broken bow* of v. 58), but certainly
looks like & historical (although per-
haps a typical) fact. The children of
Ephraim are purposely singled out
as representatives of faithless Israel,
in accordance with a general purpose
in the Psalm ; but it is to be remem-
bered that, on the entrance into
Canaan under Joshua (himself an
Ephraimite), they were the leading
tribe, having both the sanctuary of
Shiloh and the assembling place of
Shechem. Of the failure of complete
conquest (see Judg. i. 21—35; 1.2, 8;
iii. 1—4), they, therefore, bore the
chief responsibility. It is to their
failure through indolence or coward-
ice—perhaps to some conspicuous in-
stance of it—that the Psalm alludes.
The “bows”’ may best be taken lite-
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rally; the Ephraimites were (it seems)

4 | the archers of Israel (contrast 2 Sam.

i. 18.)

v. 18. Zoan (Tanis), mentioned in
Num. xiii. 22, is a chief city of Lower
Egypt, the region in which Israel
was settled, and probably the chief
gcene of the plagues.

vov. 14—17 cover the first period of
the wanderings in the wilderness
during the approach to Sinai (Exod.
Xiv.—xvii). )

vv. 19—81 dwell in detail on the
first murmurings of Israel—blend-
ing together (it would seem) the re-
cords of Exod. xvi. and Num. xi. 18
—35—in the craving, not only for
food, but for savoury food, such as
they had enjoyed in kgypt.

v. 24. So ke commanded. It should
be (as in R.V.) “Yet He command-
ed’’—referring to the wonders al-
readg wrought for Israel.

v. 26, dngels’ food—literally, ‘“bread
of the mighty’’; but our version is
probably a right explanation. The

ift of the manna (‘“which thou

newest not, neither did thy fathers
know"’) was called the ‘“ bread from
heaven" (comp. John vi. 81), and the
spiritual lesson to be learnt by so
rggagding it, is emforced in Deut.
viii. 8. -

vv. 286—81. Comp. Num. xi. 81—85.
The event is typical of man’s discon-
tentt with S)Od’s r%vision (sfpiritulsfl
or temporal), and of prayer for self-
chosen luxuries, which should not
have been uttered, granted for chas-
tisement through?the evil uncon-
sciously desired. Many ruined lives
are XKibroth-hattaavah (* graves of
lu.t "'.)' . . - o

v. 82. Comp. Num. xiv., xvi.

vv. 84—40 cover in general descrip-
tion the life in the wilderness—God’s
blessings showered on Israel in vain,
then His chastisement, for s time,
doing what blessing could not do;
soon the passing away of the brief
impression, and, in &pite of all, the
constant forgiveness and forbearance
of God. :

vv. 48—52, breaking the narrative
order, go back to bring out in detail
the plagues of Egypt, which should
have been to Israel at once a monu-

Day 15,

THE PSALAMS,

Day 18,

" know it : and the children which

were lyet unborn ;

7 To the intent that when they
came up : they might shew their
children the same ;

8 That they might put their
trust in God : and not to forget
the works of God, but to keep
his commandments ;

9. And not to be as their fore-
fathers, a faithless and stubborn
generation : a generation that set
not their heart aright, and whose
?figit cleaveth not stedfastlyunto

od -+

10 Like as the children of Eph-
raim : who being harnessed, and
carrylng bows, turned themselves
back in the day of battle.

11 They kept not the covenant
of God : and would not walk in
his law ;

12 But forgat what he had done:
and the wonderful works that he
had shewed for them.

13 Marvellous things did he in
the sight of our forefathers, in
the land of Egypt : even in the
field of Zoan.

14 He divided the sea, and let
them go through : he made the
waters to stand on an heap.

15 In the day-time also he led
them with a cloud : and all the
night through with a light of fire.

16 He clave the hard rocks in
the wilderness : and'gave them
drink thereof, as it had been out
of the great depth.

17 He brought waters out of
the stony rock : so that it gushed
out like the rivers.

18 Yet for all this they sinned
more against him : and provoked
the most’ Highest in the wilder-
ness.

19 They tempted God in their
hearts : and required meat for
their lust.

20 They spake against God al-
80, saying : Shall God ‘Prepare a
table in the wilderness ?

21 He smote the stony rock in-
deed, that the water gushed out,

. and the streams flowed withal :

but can he give bread also, or

Jprovide flesh for his people?

22 Whenthe Lord heard this, he
was wroth : so the fire was kin-
dled in Jacob, and there game up
heavy displeasure against Israel;

23 Because they beljeved not in
God : and put not their trust in
his help.

24 80 he commanded the clouds
above : and opened the doors of
heaven.

25 e rained down manna also
upon them for to eat : and gave
them food from heaven.

26 So man did eat angels’ food:
for he sent them meat enough,

27 He caused the east-wind to
blow under heaven : and through
his power he brought in the south-
west-wind.

28 He rained flesh upon them
as thick as dust : and feather-
ed fowls like as the sand df the sea.

29 He let it fall among their
tents : even round about their
habitation.

30 So they did eat, and were
well filled ; for he gave them their
own desire : they were not disap-
pointed of their lust.

31 But while the meat was yet
in their mouths, the heavy wrath
of God came upon them, and slew
the wealthiest of them : yea, and
smote down the chosen men that
were in Israel.

32 But for all this they sinned
yet more : and believed not his
wondrous works, '

33 Therefore their days did he
consume in vanity : and their
Years in trouble.

34 When he slew them, they
sought him : and turned them
early, and enquired after God.

35 And they remembered that
God was their strength : and that
the high God was thelr redeemer.

86 Nevertheless, they did but
flatter him with their mouth : and
dissembled with him in their

ngue.

37 Fortheir heart was not whole
with him : neither continued they
stedfast in his covenant.

38 But he was so merciful, that
he forgave their misdeeds : and
destroyed them not,
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ment of God’s mercy to them, and
a warning of His judgment on re-
bellion against His will. The de-
scription touches briefly the first,
second, fourth, and eighth plagues
(Exod. vii., viii., ix.), and then dwells
with great emphasis on the plague
of hail (Exod. ix.), probably as the
most unprecedented, and the slaying
of the first-born (Exod. xii.) as at
once the most terrible and the last
decisive plague.

v. 42. The Holy One of Israel—a
name frequently used by Izaiah; but
in the Psalter only found here and in
Ps. Ixxi. 22; ix. 18.

v. 48. Lice is an error for *flies”
(see A.V.and R.V.).

v. 50. Evil angels—probably, ¢ an-
gels of woe,” ‘‘destroying angels,”
directing physical powers for the
execution of the wrath of the Lord.

v. b1. Pestilence—making clear what
in the narrative of Exodus is not ex-
plicitly stated—that the destruction
of the first-born was by pestilence
(comp. 2 Sam. xxiv. 15, 16).

vv. 52—156, changing from the stern
tone of the preceding verses to a tone
of exquisite sweetness, snm up in a
few words the whole deliverance of
the flock of the Lord, and their
setglement in the holy land of their
rest.
vo. 57—59 evidently describe the
rebellions and apostasies of the time
of the Judges, ending at last in the
overthrow of Shiloh, which had been
throughout, since the last days of
Joshua, the Sanctuary of God. The
destruction of Shiloh, unrecorded in
the history, but plainly referred to
here and in Jer. vii. 12, 14; xxvi. 6,
must have been after the great defeat
in the days of Eli.
restored, never returned thither.

v. 64. Given in marriage—properly,
“ praised in the marriage song.”

v.65. There were, &c¢. It should be,
“their widows made no lamenta-
tion.” There was no heart, either
for joy or mourning. When Hophni
and Phinehas fell, the heart of Phi-
nehas’ widow (like that of EI) broke,
not at their death, but at the loss of
the Ark (1 Sam. iv. 19—22). Comp.
the experience of Ezekiel in later
days (Ezek. xxiv. 15—27).

vv. 66—67—describing with a strik-
ing boldness of metaphor, character-
istic of an early age, the awaking of
the Lord to vengeance, and the
smiting of the ﬂylngi enemy—may
allude to the various deliverances by
the hand of the Judges, but evidently
refer mainly to the victories of the
days of Saul and David, which esta-
blished Israel permanently as a vic-
torious and dominant empire.

. 67—72. The transference of the
leadership from Ephraim to Judah,
and of the Sanctuary from Shiloh to
Zion, is marked with great emphasis,
but the exaltation and the greatness
of David is touched with singular
modesty, and even slightness of treat-
ment. Stress is laid only (see R.V.)
on * the integrity of his heart,” and
“the skilfulness of his hands.” No
word, again, is found on the royalty
of Solomon or on the building of the
Temple, which would have been so
apposite to the subject. The “ Sanc-
tuary,” as in the days of David, is
still 'on Mount Zion (see v. 69). This
might be intelligible in the days of
the ancient Asaph, for such reticence
as to David might well be dictated
by the king himself, and Solomon
had not yet succeeded; in a Psalm

The Ark, when !
"impossible.

of later date it would be almost

PsarM LXXIX,

The close connection of this most touching “ Psalm of Asaph® with
Ps. 1xxiv. is obvious. It is clearly the same desolation of the land which is
contemplated, with the same cry of anguish and prayer. Only in Ps. Ixxiv.
the defilement and desolation of the Sanctuary are most dwelt upon; in
this Psalm the overthrow and the slaughter of the geople of God. Here

also there is singular resemblance to the Book of

eremiah; vv. 6, 7 are

almost verbal]&identical with Jer. x. 25. The Psalm (which is quoted as

Scripturein 1
to his hand.

ace. vii. 15) seems evidently to belong to his time, possibly
The whole tenour of it is much like the Lamentutions, but

simpler and less detailed in its description of the ruin and suffering, .
It consists of (a), in vv. 1—4, a complaint of the bloodshed and desolation

of Israel; and (b), in vv. 5—14, a prayer for help,
God’s love for His people, but pleading also * for

leading emphaticallé

“ His glory —to be vindicated by righteous judgment upon godlessness o

idolatry.
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39 Yea, many a time turned
he his wrath away : and would
not suffer his whole displcasure

arise,

40 For he considered that they
were but flesh : and that the
were even a wind that passet|
away, and cometh not again.

41 Many a time did they pro-
voke him in the wilderness : and
grieved him in the desert.

42 They turned back, and tempt-
ed God : and moved the Holy One
ingmi‘eﬁ'

ey thought not of his
hand : and of the day when he
delivered them from the hand of
the enemy ;

44 How he had wrought his
miracles in Egypt : and his won-
ders in the field of Zoan.
blggd He tu{ﬁeg tlllleir waters into

: 80 that the; ht no
drink of the rivers. y mig t

46 He sent lice among them,
and devoured themn up :and frogs
to destroy them.

47 He gave their fruit unto the
caterpillar : and their labour unto
the grasshopper.

48 He destroyed their vines with
hail-stones : and their mulberry-
trees with the frost. ‘
witg ]EI?I sxtnote t.heig cattle also

all-stones : and their flocks
with hot thunder-bolts,

50 He cast upon them the fu-
riousness of his wrath, anger, dis-
pleasure, and trouble : and sent
evil angels among them.

51 He made a way to his indig-
nation, and spared not their soul
from death : but gave their life
over to the pestilence ;

52 And smote all the first-born
in Egypt : the most principal
and mightiest in the dwellings of
Hag]'la t as f

53 But as for his own people,
he led them forth like shee%e: gnd
carried them in the wilderness
lik5e4a Itilocll)( "

e brought them out safely,
that they should not fear : an{i
overwhelmed their enemies with
the sea.

65 And brought them within

QMe

the borders of his sanctuary :even
to his mountain which he pur-
chased with his right hand.

56 He cast out the heathen al-
80 before them : caused theirland
to be divided among them for an
heritage, and made the tribes of
Israel to dwell in their tents,

57 So they bemglted, and dis-
leased the most high God : and
ept not his testimonies ;

58 But turned their backs, and
fell away like their forefathers :
starting aside like a broken bow.

59 For they grieved him with
their hill-altars : and provoked
him to displeasure with their im-

es.

60 When God heard this, he
was wroth : and took sore dis-
pleasure at Israel.

61 So that he forsook the ta-
bernacle in Silo : even the tent
that he had pitched among men.

62 He delivered their power into
captivity : and their beauty into
the enemy’s hand.
un6t3 a{le gave gis peo(;)le over also

0 the sword : and was
with his inheritance. wrotl‘l

64 The fire consumed their
young men : and their maidens
were not given to marriage.

65 Their priests were slain with
the sword : and there were no
widows to make lamentation.

o (:"‘6 ?ol the Lor((iilﬁ(waked as one
ut of sleep : an e a gi -
freshed wit?h wine. glant re

67 He smote his enemies in the
hinder parts : and put them to a
perpetual shame.

5 68 Ige ref(lixseltll the tabernacle of
oseph : and chose not th
of Ephraim ; © tribe

69 But chose the tribe of Ju-
dah : even the hill of Sion which
he loved.

70 And there he built his tem-
ple on high : and laid the founda-
tion of it like the ground which
he hath made continually.

71 He chose David also his ser-
vant : and took him away from
the sheep-folds.

72 As he was following the

ewes great with young ones hq
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Psarym LXXIX.—cont.

i iti ” R.V.).
v. 1 touches briefly what is the quitiesof ourforefa:th%m . (igz wel%-
hief subject in Ps. Ixxiv., the pollu- ; But the prayer is She well
gi(;g :f tJhe Temple; and then goes Tente(}{ chasg%x;l;lzccggyéin:ﬁ; p?z e
he blood shed like | its work, an
?vx;tfﬁ %}‘Yee%egr& tt)ofli?s left unburied | away. ] . tho
to the birds and beasts of prey, the | yo, 9, 10. Here, as in vi; 1’_&
Holy City a heap of stones, and the | prayver is for the sake of the Name
covenanted people of God a scorn | of the Lord. Nam“uy’-b“g“ﬁi seg
and derision. The pict;uret is tfl;; in tihe g:,?ses r?f Sxeil;nalc}le?s (ﬁctggy
i n_out in xviti. 83—35; . 11—18),
Saazkrwgeiga}}illsind:ﬁg Book foi; hthe over th.?sﬁ whl(l, Yec{et °Zlé§mtgf fﬁ{
i Not one of these|ple of Jehovah, led to :
?3?5811‘:3%%2% unfo(:-etold (see Deut. ﬁnd bla.sphg,my against Hl'm'itTlllfe
xxviii. 26; 1 Kings ix. 26—-&9; ggu; sin ?f G!odtsil :e:g:;t:’a:?i 13] m:iese’
ifi. 2; ii. 88; viii. 2, &c., &c.). also in q actise-
lNu(.)tgc;ngefréilvé(ll' (?f%év‘gr: more terrible :rcx’ent it brings, “gives occasion to
repetition in the final destruction of | the enemies of God to bla_.splt;gme.
Jerusalem. 0. 12, Those appointed to die—per-
v. 4 is almost identical with Ps. | haps the pnsoneﬁ Seﬁ:bgvol Jﬁ’etg %lé
liv. 14 (comp. 1xxx. 6)- deean army or 2
* ::‘; 6 (7 arg identical with Jer. x(i slaél}g;:htered there (see 2 Kings xxv.
. 6, 8
: assage, both here and ' 7, 21).
Egérguéglgspso nftura.lly out of the 5 14 is a gleam of hope and 'coni
context, that neither seems taker% ‘ ﬁdencehat tIhe en%e Ofo fth:ﬁmtlﬁe;ryage
G appearance is of . gneuish., In spi
f:%ﬁ?ﬁlg?r‘gf;eowesf pand natural . %}o%’s Feo lel' “n)d‘g‘ii’, gos ﬁgﬂ? ;? ;llhig
incidence of thought. Asaph ¢ Psalms) ¢
cotl:ns implies the confession so often “ pasture’’; the time of ;el;;fd ag% é)é
de (as in Lam. i. 8, 18; iii. 42—44; | thanksgiving must come, gnd, when
%:n ix. 5~14) of the deserving of all i it &oestco;ne%;l;%iltl) Eo on from g
he ¢ i “ ini- on to .
by the old sins of Israel—‘ the ini- | ra

Psaty LXXX.

its 1 3 “ Joseph” or
i h, by its inusual emphasis on Israel, as
« %hllxs aﬁ?gl’x’na.%fp‘::gpto bglong to the Northern Kingdom obesrael a: sg;r:i
imo );f guffering and disaster, and prays_that it may not ielcox_mxa1 2 final
g:ﬁf OIt may belong to the tilxlne 'gf th? Ex;l:, st%tilﬁ, ;gagxlieinag ufeomust ik
) that the Temple w ding, i ;
:'ré?grrg?i ?c? 1thet geilfirz)lg-{a long agony of decline and fall—which is depicted

to us in the sad and terrible prophecy of Hosea.

i ’” i : (@), in
is divi frain “Turn us,” &e., into three parte: (a),
vvltl_l.so d;v(:;l; %olzietggoaeShepherd oftstf'ael, who :;%l g;vaﬂ};swgsggetgy tege’
erub i ' i oW pr H
Cherubim ; (»), in vv. 4—7, & complaint of sorr d nnanswered proy o
i j, B— vineyard of the Lord, whic ]
%)é.gﬁzgv'aidlv%h?c Igafr?xi;i}:iewasté and for the covenant of His promise.

It is headed (like Ps. xlv., Ixix.) on Shoshannim-Eduth—*on the Lilies—
a Testimony.”

hraim *
is the charac- together the ‘“camp of Ep!
vp.t}, 23& Tlolaglie l;’sa?r;frall Asaphic on the west side of the T:.l{)elmtaﬁ:;%
tl;fniinl)g tgp God as “the Shepherd ' (Num. ii. 18—24). Itfls n&) aofe fhat
fsa.'[sra’el » a manifest reference to:the Levites of the lf,m; sythe Ger.
(I)-Ii ancient leading of the people in | shom, of which Asa.;()1 w s the head
ths ilderness. Hence the allusion | in the days of David, el'lr begx °d o
toetl‘;ve chembi.ms (comp. tl)1e %rand f:ll]:sewt?:tt ﬁffq' :afm%h% . f‘.phraim e,
ipti k. i. x.); hence  this
themning f e e bl | (i, i, iy, S ey v e
3 3 !'__ e - ) A »
snéigﬁ"ﬁltg’ Os%ndRa%tﬁaga;s;%sich formed | these three tribes. The same tribes
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Day 16.

THE PSALIMS.

Day 16.

took him : that he might feed
Jacob his people, and Igrael his

inheritance,
Davy 16.

PSALM 79.
) eus, venerunt.
('} GOD, the heathen are come

. Into thihe inheritance : th
ho(liy temple have they defiled,
and made Jerusalem an heap of

2 The dead bodies of thy ser-
vants have they piven to be meat
unto the fowls of theair : and the
flesh of thy saints unto the beasts
of the land.

8 Their blood have they shed
like water on every side of Jeru-
salem : and there was no man to
bury them;

4 We are become an open shame
to our enemies : 2 very scorn and
derision unto them thatare round
abont us. v

5 Lord, how long wilt thou be
angry : shall thy jedlousy burn
like fire for ever ? ,

6 Pour out thine indignation
upon the heathen that have not
known thee : and upon the king-
doms that have not called upon
thy Name.

1 For they have devoured Ja-
cob : and laid waste his dwelling-
place.

8 O remember not our old sins,
but have mercy upon us, and that
soon : for we are come to great

ry. .

9 Help us, O God of our salva-
tion, for the glory of thy Name :
O deliver us, and be merciful un-
to qur sins, for thy Name’s sake.

10 Wherefore do the heathen
say : Where is now their God ¢

11 O let the vengeance of thy
servants’ blood that is shed : be
openly shiewed tipon the heathen
in qur sight. =

12 O let thesorrowtul sighing of
the prisoners come before thee :
according to the greatness of thy
power, preserve thou those that

Y3 So he fed them with a faith-
ful and true heart :and ruled them
prudently with all his power.,

ﬁ’(oming Prager.

wherewith our neighbours have
blagsphemed thee : reward thou
them, O lLord, seven-fold into
their bosom.

14 So we, that are thy people,
and sheep of thy pasture, shall
give thee thanks for ever : and
will alway be shewing forth thy
praise from generation to genera-

tion. L )
PSALM 80. .

- Qui regis Israel.
H EAR, O thou Shephetd of

Israel,® thou that leadest
Joseph like a sheep : shew thy-
self also, thou that sittest upon
the cherubims. '

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin,
and Manasses : stir u thy
strength, and come, and he?p us.

Turn us again, O God : shew
the light of thy countenance, and
we shall be whole. i

4 O Lord God of hosts : how
long wilt thou be angry with thy
people that prayeth ?

5 Thou feedest themn with the
bread of tears : and givest them
plenteousness of tears to drink.

6 Thou hast made us a very
strife unto our neighbours : and
our enemies laugh us to scorn.

Turn us again, thou God of
hosts : shew the light of thy coun-
tenance, and we shall be whole.

8 Thou hast brought a vine
out of Egypt : thou hast cast out
the heathen, and planted it.

9 Thou miadest room for it :
and when it had taken root it fill-
ed the land, ‘

10 The hills were covered with
the shadow of it : and the boughs
thiereof were like the goodly ce-
dar-trees. .

11 She stretched out her branch-
es unto the sea : and her boughs
unto the river,

12 Why hast thou then broken

are apﬁoi ted to die,
13 And for the blasphemy

down her hedge : that all theg
that go by pluck off her grapes ?
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PaiLy LXXX.—eont.

were settled close together in the
centre of Palestine; and though
Benjamin, a8 & whole, followed the
fortunes of Judah at the disruption
of the kingdom, yet some portion of
it on the North may have been
associated with the kindred tribes of
the house of Joseph.

vo. 4—6 evidentl{ indicate a time
of repentance, perhaps coming too
late, in the kingdom of Israel. We
find it noted that its last king,
Hoshea (2 Kings xvii. 2), though ““he
did evil in the sight of the Lord,”

et was “not as the kings that went

ore him."”

v. 5. Comp. Ps. xlii. 2, 8; cii. 9;
Isa. xxx. 20.

v. 6. A strife—the helpless prize of
contention : as, for example, between
the great emperors of Assyria and

Egypt.

s. 8. In Gen. xlix. 22, Joseph is
compared to “a fruitful bough”
(apparently of a vine). The meta-
phor applied to Israel is freguent
(see Isa. v. 1—7; Jer. ii. 21; Ezek.
xv. 6; xvii. 6—8). Hence the greaé
golden vine afterwards sculptured
on the gate of the Temple. e may
note Our Lord’s application of the
figure to Himself, as the true life of
1srael (John xv. 1—8).

v. 11. The sea .. ..the viver (Eu-

i, 4), realized for a time in the days
of Solomon (1 Kings iv. 21).

v. 18. The wild boar (here onlf
mentioned in Holy Scripture) is evi-
dently the great enemy, although
the lion is the more especial emblem
of Assyria (see Nah. ii. 11—18). The
vine first loses its protecting fence
(v. 12), then the beasts make havoc
of it (v. 13), at last, ruined by their
ravages, it is burnt and cut down as
worthless (v. 16). Comp. John xv. 6.

v.17. Let thy hand be, &c.—that is,
for guidance and protection; the
man of thy right hand—the man
whom thou delightest to honour;
the son of man. . . . self—the repre-
gentative of humanity, weak in itself,
made strong in God. The primary
reference is to Israel, as & nation,
jmpersonated perhaps in David ; but
the old Jewish commentators recog-
nised the title as properly belonging
in perfection omly to the Messiah.
We note how constantly Our Lord
(and He alone) applies the title
«“Son of Man "’ to Himself, as sharing
and exalting our humanity.

v. 19. Turn us again, &c. This
refrain (with which comp. Ps. Ixxxv.
4; Lam. v. 21) strikes a deeper note
than the prayer, ‘‘ Turn unto us,
Lord,” or the exhortation, ¢ Turn ye
to the Lord,” which are so frequent.
It recognises the repentance of the
contrite heart itself as the gift of
God’s grace, as in the profounder
utterances of the Old Testament, and

ghrates)—the eastern and western
ounds of the grant to Iarael (Josh.

in the constant teaching of the New.

Psatu LXXXI.

our solemn feast day,’”’ it is thought to have had a double use; first at the

he new moon of the month Tisri (on

which day it is still used by the Jews); and next at the Feast of Taber-
nacles on the fifteenth day of the same month—the most joyous of all the
Festivals—the gladness of which was at once justified and enhanced by the
solemn reconciliation of the great day of Atonement, which intervened
between the two festivals. The only argument against this view—hardly
a sufficient one—is the emphatic notice of the Exodus from Egypt, which

would certainly suit better with the

full moon of the Passover, but which

would be clearly appropriate at any Festival. Like Ps. viil,, Ixxxiv,, it is

gaid to be on Gittith, i.e. on the lyre,

or after the measure, of Gath.

The Psalm falls into two parts: (a), in vv. 1—5, the invitation to joy and
thanksgiving; then (&), in vv. 6—17, the voice of the Lord Jehovah in

pleading and exhortation, rebuke and promise. -
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Day 18.

THE PSALMS. Day 16

13 The wild boar out of the | for a testimony : when he came

wood doth root it up

wild beasts of the field devour it.
ofll‘li Tut.sml t.ll(u‘:je again, thou God

osts, look down from heaven : | th :
behold, and visit this vine ; e,

15 And the place of

" yard that thy right hand hath

: and the | out of the land of Egypt, and had
heard a strange mnégx{fgé. b
6 I eased his shoulder from
and his hands were
delivered from making the pots.
7 Thou calledst upon me in
troubles, and I delivered thee :

the vine-

planted : and the branch that thou | and heard thee what time as the

madest so strong for thyself.
16 It is burnt with fire, and cut

down : and they shall

the rebuke of thy countenance.

storm fell upon thee.

) 8 I proved thee also :
perish at | waters of strife.

9 Hear, O my people, and I will

at the

17 Let thy hand be upon the | assurethee, O Isracl : if thou wilt

man of thy right hand :

the son of man, whom thou
madest so strong for thine own | be in thee

self.

18 And so will not we go back

and upon { hearken unto me,
10 There shall no strange god
: neither shalt thou
worship any other god.

11 I am the Lord thy God, who

from thee : O let us live, and we | brought thee out of the land of

shall call upon thy Name.

Egypt : open thy mouth wide, and

19 Turn us again, O Lord God | I shall fill it.

of hosts : shew the light of thy

12 But my people would not

countenance, and we shall be | hear my voice : and Israel would

whole.

PSALM 81,

Ezultate Deo.
ING we merrily unto

strength : make acheerful noise

unto the God of Jacob.

not obey me.
13 So I gave them up unto
tﬁeir ?‘wllll heai:ts’ lusts : and let
em follow their -
God our | tions. cir own [magina
14 O that my people would
have hearkened unt% lIl)]e : for if

2 Take the psalm,.bring hither | Israel had walked in my ways,

the tabret : the merry harp with

the lute.

15 I should soon have put down
their enemies : and turned my

3 Blow up the trumpet in the | hand against their adversaries.

new-moon : even in the time ap-

16 The haters of the Lord should

pointed, and upon our solemn | have been found liars : but their

feast-day.

. 4 For this was made a statute
for Israel : and a law of the God | also with the finest wheat-flour :

of Jacob.

time should have endured for ever,
17 He should have fed them

and with honey out of the stony

5 This he ordained in Joseph | rock should I have satisfied thee.

DAy 16.

PSALM 82.
Deus stetit.
OD standeth in the
gation of princes :
Judge among gods.

Eoening Praper,

save them from the hand of the
ungodly.

congre- 5 They will not be learned nor
he is a | understand, but walk on still in
darkness : all the foundations of

2 How long will ye give wrong | the earth are out of course.

judgment : and accept the per-

sons of the ungodly ?

6 I have said, Ye are gods:
and ye are all the children of the

3 Defend the poor and father- | most Highest.

less : see that such as are in need

and necessity have right.

4 Deliver the out-cast and poor:

7 But ye shall die like men ;
and fall like one of the prince‘i:.1 )
8 Arise, O God,and judge thou
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Peary LXXXY.—cont.

v. 2. Take a Psalm, i.e. ‘‘raise a
Psalm* with voices and music
joined — the festive music of the
timbre! (see lxviii. 25), the regular
Psalmic music of the harp and lute,
and the special blast of the trumpet
or “ cornet ”’ of ram’s horn, still used
in the services of the synagogue.

v. 3. In the new moon, ON every new
moon (Num. x. 10), but especially at
the Feast of Trumpets{ Num. xxix. I).

At the time appointed—properly “at
the full moon” (of the Feast of
Tabernacles).

v. 5. Jogeph here, as in the other
Asaphic Psalms, is the name of the
whole people—possibly in this case
with some special allusion to_ the
sojourn in Egypt and the Exodus.

Out of the land of Eyypt is a mis-
translation, following the LXX. It
should be, *against the land,” when
the Lord (see Exod.xi.4) ““wentforth”
in judgment against the Egyptians.

And had heard, &c. The sense is
difficalt, and our version (following
the LXX. and the Vulgate) possibly
implies some conjectural emenda-
tion. As it stands, the ongl‘m}lfls
abrupt, ** The language *’ (or “‘lip ")
“unknown to me’ —perhaps “of
one unknown to me’’—‘‘did I hear.”
Immediately follows the utterance
of the Lord Himself. It is probable
that the ‘I’ here refers to the
Psalmist himself, and to his break-
ing off to listen to the mysterious
Voice from hesven which follows.
Others interpret the ‘I of Israel,
and make the unknown Voice the
utterance of Sinai.

ov. 6—8. The recital of past mani-

festations of God—in the deliverance

from Egypt, the cry of Israel an-

swered at the Red Sea, out of “the
cloudy pillar, the secret place of
thunder” (‘“what time as the storm
fell upon thee "), and the proving at
the waters of Nferibah (Exod. xvii.
6, 7)—is much like the pleading of God
with His people in Mic. vi. 3—5.

v. 6. From making the pots. 1t
should be, “ from the basket,” used
for carrying the burdens of bricks or
clay, and often so represented on the
Egyptian monuments.

vv. 9—11 contain the substance of
His appeal to Israel made again and
again (see, for example, Deut. xi.,
xxviii.). It isan appeal both by His
past mercies and by the sanction of
future promises—an appeal, there-
fore, at once to the higher motive of
grateful love, and the lower motives
of hope and fear.

v. 13. God’s heaviest punishment
of the sinner is to leave him to the
blindness and misery of his own sin.
“ Bphraim is joined to idols; let him
alone” (Hos. iv. 17).

vv. 14—17 are the utterance of the

loving sorrow of God over His erring -

children, of which the first example
is in Gen. vi. 5, 6, “*it repented the
Lord God, and grieved Him at the
heart,” and the fullest manifestation
is in the tears of God incarnate shed
over Jerusalem.

v. 16.. Should have been found liars,
properly (as in R.V.) “phould sub-
mit themselves’ (or ‘“‘yield feigned
obedience ”’) unto Him.

v. 17 seems taken from the song of
Moses (Deut. xxxii. 13, 14), the wheat
being the emblem of the strength,
anddthe honey of the sweetness, of
food.

Psatm LXXXIL.
This bold and striking * Psalm of Asaph’’ may belong to any time in the

history.

The nearest parallel to it is in the address of Jehoshaphat to his

bordinate judges (2 Chr. xix. 6, 7). Well worthy of Asaph the Seer, it
%le'eatlz.hég thelvergy 2pirit of the 0ld Testament prophecy (comp. e.g. Isa. iii.

13, 14) ; regarding all earthly authorit,

from that of the king downwards as

at once a sacred, and yet alimited and delegated authority, and accordingly
boldly rebuking God's vicegerents in the name of God Himself.

It opens (a), in v. 1, with the vision of God on. His Throne, uttering
(), inlz)m'. 2—(—4,) "His solemn rebuke and charge to the judges of Israel; but
(e) the Psalmist (in v. 5) sees despairingly how wilfully deaf they are to the
Divine appeal. Then (d) comes from the Throne (in vv. 6, 7) the sentence

of condemnation, and the Psalmist

cries out to the Great Judge to arise

and take the judgment into His own haxd.
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Psavy LXXXIT.—cont.

v. 1. Princes. It should be, “the
congregation of God'’—that is, l1s-
rael, a8 ‘“the congregation of the
Lord Jehovah” (see Num. xxvii.
17); although, perhaps, in accord-
ance with the general tenour of the
Psalm, the nations of the world are
looked upon as in the outer circles of
that congregation. -

Gods here, and in v©. 6, are the
%r;nces of Israel; so called, as Our
rd expressly declares (John x.
34, 35), because ‘the word of the
Lord came to them” to give them
authority in His Name (comp. Exod.
xxi.6; xxii.8, 9; and also Exod. iv. 6;
vil. 1). In Ps. viii. 5 man is but “a
little lower than God.” They who
are exalted by Him above their fel-
lows catch by that exaltation some
brighter reflection of the Divine ma-
Jesty.
. v.2. decept the persons. Comp. Deut.
i. 16, 17; 2 Chr. xix. 8, 7. The “per-
son’” is strictly the “face’’—that is
(as in this phrase generally), the out-
ward circumstance, appearance. or
rank, which is not the real man. Itis
the essential characteristic of God’s
judgment that it “respecteth or ac-
cepteth no man’s person” (2 Sam.
xiv. 14; Acts x. 34; Rom. ii. 11; Gal.
ii. 6). By the confession even of
enemies, it was the perfection of this
characteristic which marked out
visibly the true Son of God (Matt.
xxii. 16). In measure it must be the
glory of all the judgments of those
Vé%g are children and servants of

. vv. 3,4. The voice of God, speak-
ing as here djrectly, or through the
voices of the Prophets, is always the
champion of the rights of all, but
especially of the friendless and the

distressed ; oppression and injustice
are denounced at least as often and
as vehemently as sin directly against
God Himself (see Isa.i.17; iii. 13—15;
Jer. xxi. 12; Amos v. 11, 12, 15, &c.).
Note also the protestation of Job
(Job xxix, 11—17 ; xxxi. 16—21).

v. 5 may be still the utterance of
the Great Judge. but it is more pro-
bably the despondent comment of the
Psalmist; he waits to see obedience
to the Word of God, but waits in vain.

All the foundations, &c. (comp. Ps.
xi. 3). That which should have been
our rest and strength fails under us,
and what hope is left?

v. 6. Ye are gods, &c. This utter-
ance of God declares in man—and
especially in the leaders of men—the
existence of the Divine image, and
accordingly of sonship of the Infinite
God. Of One alone was the saying
true in perfection; but even the im-

erfect manifestations of it should

ave been a preparation for that per-
fect revelation of God in man. In
this sense Our Lord argues from the
passage in John x. 34, 85.

v.7. Thereis a striking antithesis
between this verse and the preced-
ing—*““men"" as opposed to.* gods,”
‘“princes” of earth to “‘children of
the Most Highest.”” They who treat
their authority and greatness as their
own shall be taken at their word, and
accordingly feel all the littleness and
transitoriness of mere humanity.

v. 8. The appeal to God is to make
His judgment not only visible and
direct, but universal, over all the
world. If it be the one. it must
needs be the other; for limitation
belongs only to delegated authority.

, Psany LXXXIII..

This striking and martial “ Psalm of Asaph” is an impassioned cry to
d in the crisis of struggle against some overwhelming confederacy of

enernies.

It has been referred by conjecture to the period of distress after
the return from the Exile, and even to the Maccabean times.

But neither

its substance nor its position in the Psalter accord with these later periods.
Of all occasions known to us in history none seems so well to suit the
language of the Psalm as the great confederacy against Israel in the days of
:T‘ ehoshaphat of Moab and Ammon, and the inhabitants of Mount Seir, and

otbers Dbesides ”’ (2 Chr. xx. 1—29); and it is notable that on that occasion
the inspired message of victory came through ‘ Jahaziel . . . . a Levite of

the sons of Asaph” (v. 14).

The Psalm opens (a), in oe. 1—4, with a cry to God to interpose at the
crisis of danger to the very existence of Israel: next (b), in vv. 5—8, it
recounts the roll of the enemies confederate against the people of God:
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