PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS,
UPON SEVERAL OCCASIONS.

. The OccasIONAL PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS are almost en-
tirely new ; although the old Litanies ended with & series of Collects,
including, among others, the rayer “ Q God, whose nature,” &c.,
the Collect for Peace in our vening Service, the Collect for the
Clergy and People, a Prayer for all Conditions of Men, and for all
Souls. They have the greater diffuseness of style of the later
Collects, and, dealing as they do la.rgely with the fortunes of the

nation as a nation, are naturally ful

of 0ld Testament allusions

and phrases. As they are concerned mainly with temporal blessings
and scourges, they bring out with peculiar emphasis the mystery—
to us probably insoluble—of that harmony of human prayer (as of
human action) with the Supreme Will of God manifesting itself in
“ Physical Laws,” which is instinctively felt b%hall humanity and

expressly declared to us in Holy Scripture.

ey OCCupy neces-

sarily a subordinate position; and, more distinetly than any other
prayers, bear upon them an obvious conditionaliity, being offered
only ““ according to His Will”’ (1 John v. 14). It is almost needless
to udd that they imply also that co-operation of action, which
fanaticism is apt to ignore, and worldliness to exaggerate,—*“ Strive

and pray.”

PRAYERS.

For Rain.—This was inserted
in 1549, with some slight resem-
blance to an old Collect from
the Sacramentary of Gregory,
found in the Sarum Missal. The
preamble refers to Our Lord’s
express promise in Matt. vi. 33
—the same chapter which con-
tains the Lord’s Prayer, with its
petition, *“ Give us this day our
daily bread’’—authorizing sup-
ghcation for needful food, and

ence for the “moderate rain
and showers” necessary to
secure it. The blessing is
sought, as usual, not only for
our comfort, but for God’s
glory.

For Fair Weather, also found
(with slight verbal variation) in
the Prayer Book of 1549; and
again bearing some resemblance
to an old Collect (from the
Sacramentary of Gregory) in the
Sarum Missal. It refers to the
promise of God after the Flood
(see Gen. viii. 21 & ix. 11), and
recoghises physical plagues, as
chastisements for our iniquities
from His hand, destined to work
out their purpose by our repent-
ance and amendment, and then
to give place to thankful adora-
tion of Him who doth not wil-
lingly afflict.
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In time of Dearth and Famine.
—The first prayer, inserted in
1552, follows out the same idea.
only tracing to God with especial
emphasis the guidance of all
physical forces and the gift of all
animal life, and asking His
blessing “for the love of Jesus
Christ Our Lord.”

The alternative Prayer (also
inserted in 1552, but apparently
omitted in 1559) was restored
with some verbal changes (pro-
bably by Bishop Cosin) in 1662.
The omission may have been
due to the fact that, as it refers
to the history of Israel in
2 Kings vi. 25—vii. 20, and as in
that case the famine came from
the enmity of man, and was
removed by the defeat of that
enmity, the preamble does not
absolutely accord in idea with
the substance of the Prayer.
The conclusion is specially sug-
gestive of the right use of tems-
poral blessing, first, for God’s
glory, mnext, for relief of our
brethren, lastly, for our own
comfort.

Inthe time of War and Tumults,
inserted in 1552, the words *“ and
tumults” being significantly
added in 1662. There is a Col-
lect for the same occasion in the
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PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS,
UPON SEVERAL OCCASIONS,

9§ To be used before the two final Prayers of the Litany, or of Morning
and Evening Prayer.

PRAYERS.

For Rain.
O GOD, heavenly Father, who
by thy Son Jesus Christ hast
promised to all them that seek
thy kingdom, and the righteous-
ness thereof, all things necessary
to their bodily sustenance ; Send
us, we beseech thee, in this our
necessity, such moderate rain and
showers, that we may receive the
fruits of the earthto ourcomiort,
and tothyhonour; throughJesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
For fair Weather.
ALMIGHTY Lord God, who
for the sin of man didst once
drown all the world, except eight
persons, and afterward of thy
great mercy didst promise never
to destroy it so again; We hum-
bly beseech thee, that although
we for our iniquities have wor-
thily deserved a plague of rainand
waters, yet upon our true repent-
ance thou wilt send us such wea-
ther, as that we may receive the
fruits of the earth in due season;
and learnboth by thy punishment
to amend our lives, and for thy
clemency to give thee praise and
glory ; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

In the time of Dearth and

Famine.

O GOD, heavenly Father, whose

gift it is, that the rain doth
fall, the earth is fruitful, beasts
increase, and fishes do multiply ;
Behold, we beseech thee, the af-
flictions of thy people ; and grant
that the scarcity and dearth, which
we do now mast justly suffer for

our iniquity, may through thy
goodness be mercifully turned in-
to cheapness and plenty ; for the
love of Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with thee and the Holy
Ghost be all honour and glory,
now and for ever, Amen.
Or this.

O GOD, merciful Father, who,

in the time of Elisha the pro-
phet, didst suddenly in Samaria
turn great scarcity and dearth into
plenty and cheapness; Have mer-
¢y upon us, that we, who are now
for ‘our sins punished with like ad-
versity, may likewise find a sea-
sonable relief : Increase the fruits
of the earth by thy heavenly be-
nediction; and grant that we,
receiving thy bountiful liberality,
may use the same to thy glory,
the relief of those that are needy,
and our own comfort ; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the time of War and Tumults.
O ALMIGHTY God, King of all

kings, and Governour of all
things, whose power no creature
is able to resist, to whom it be-
longeth justly to punish sinners,
and to be merciful to them that
truly repent ; Save and deliver us,
we humbly beseech thee, from the
hands of our enemies ; abate their
pride, asswage their malice, and
confound their devices; that we,
being armed with thy defence, may
be preserved evermore from all
perils, to glorify thee, who art the
only giver of all victory ; through
the merits of thy only Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sarum Missal, taken from the
Sacramentary of Gregory; but
the resemblance is slight. The
address is to God, as Almighty
in two senses—as King of kings
over all men, and Ruler over all
things—and as using both men
and things as instruments of
His chastisement and mercy.
The prayer is for victory, simply
a8 a deliverance from the pride
of strength, the malice of en-
mity, the devices of craft, array-
ed against us; and it ends with
a promise to give glory, not to
ourselves, but to God alone, as
the Giver of all victory.

In time of any Common Plague
or Sickness, inserted in 1552,
enlarged in 1662 (by the refer-
ence to the people in the wilder-
ness). For the scourges of those
days it was even more needed
than now, and the Great Plague
of London in 1666 brought out
that need with terrible emphasis.
The reference is to the plagues
of Num. xvi. 450 and 2 Sam.
xxiv.—the one the chastisement
of rebellion, the other of pride—
and to the atonements of Aaron
and David, accepted by God’s
mercy : the prayer is simply for
withdrawal of the present chas-
tisement through the Great
Atoner, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Ember-Week Prayers.—(For
the origin of the name Ember-
‘Week, see Table of Fasts, &c.)
The offering of such Prayers is
of anciznt date, both in relation
to the natural Seasons and to
the occurrence of Ordinations.
The Collects, however, are origi-
nal, inserted in 1662, and refer-
ring only to the latter subject.
The former Prayer is the fuller
and the more solemn, laying
emphatic stress on the purchase
of the Church by the Atonement
of Christ, praying both for
faithfulness and wisdom of
choice in the Bishops and for
grace in those chosen, and is
suitable for the earlier part of
the week; the latter, noting
simply the diversity of gifts and
Orders in the Church, seems to
presuppose the choice made,
praying only for those about to
be ordained, and is more suitable
for the later days. Both are full
of Scriptural allusion; both
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dwell on the two-fold ministiy
of doctrine and life ; both on the
two-fold object sought, God's
glory and man’s salvation.

A Prayer that may be said after
any of the former, i.e. a8 a gen-
eral expression of penitence and
pleading for mercy, after the
special prayers of the same
purport. It is, however, a pray-
er for deliverance, not from any
external punishment of sin, but
from sin’s heaviest penalty—the
spiritual bondage, which it
brings on the soul. It is a
translation of a Collect (from
Gregory’s Sacramentary) in the
Sarum Litany, inserted in the
Litany of 1544, afterwards, for
some unknown reason, omitted
till 1559.

Prayer for the High Court of
Parliament, inserted in 1662. It
is obviously taken from a prayer,
exactly coincident in the open-
ing and closing sections, though
different and less antithetical in
the central portion (‘“that all
things . . . generations”’), issued
in 1625 and 1628, and supposed to
have been written by Laud. As
it stands, it is a fine specimen of
the more diffuse and rhetorical
style, which generally marks the
prayers composed in the later
Revisions. The term °‘ religious
and gracious,”’ originally applied
to Charles 1., though not without
precedent in ancient Liturgies,
i8 notable, as departing from the
sound rule, elsewhere observed,
of refraining from the attribu-
tion to the Sovereign of any
personal qualities. (It was pro-
posed to strike out all such
epithets in the Scheme of Re-
vision in 1689.) The prayer itself
dwells forcibly on the two objects
of all right policy—the glory of
God and the welfare of the peo-
ple, both as a Church and as a
nation ; and prays that upon this
foundation, the conditions of
national welfare, described in an
ascending climax—as social,
moral, and spiritual —may be
established for ever.

Prayer for all Conditions of
Men, composed by Bishop Gun-
ning, and inserted in 1662.
Being intended as a substitute
for the Litany, it is said (witb
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PRAYERS,

In the time of any common
Plague or Sickness.
O ALMIGHTY God, who in thy
wrath didst send a plague upon
thine own people in the wilder-
ness, for their obstinate rebellion
against Moses and Aaron; and
also, in the time of king David,
didst slay with the plague of Pes-
tilence threescore and ten thou-
sand, and yet remembering thy
mercy didst save the rest; Have
pity upon us miserable sinners,
who now are visited with great
sickness and mortality; that like as
thou didst then accept of an atone-
ment, and didst command the de-
stroying Angel to cease from pun-
ishing, so it may now please thee
to withdraw from us this plague
and grievous sickness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Admen.

9q I'nthe Ember Weeks, to be said every
day, for those that are to be admitted
tnto Holy Orders.
&MIGHTY God, our heavenly
Father, who hast purchased
to thyself an universal Church by
the precious blood of thy dear Son ;
Mercifully look upon the same,
and at this time so guide and go-
vern the minds of thy servants
the Bishops and Pastors of thy
flock, that they may lay hands sud-
denly on no man, but faithfully
and wisely make choice of fit per-
sons to serve inthesacred Ministry
of thy Church. Andtothose which
shall be ordained to any holy func-
tion give thy grace and heavenly
benediction ; that both by their
life and doctrine they may set
forth thy glory, and set forward
the salvation of all men ; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Or this,

ALMIGHTY God, the giver of
all good gifts, who of thy di-

vine providence hast appointed
divers Orders in thy Church ; Give
thy grace, we humbly beseech
thee, to all those who are to be
called to any officeand administra-
tion in the same ; and so replenish
them with the truth of thy doc-
trine, and endue them with inno-
cency of life, that they may faith-
fully serve before thee, to the glo-
ry of thy great Name, and the be-
nefit of thy holy Church ; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

9 A Prayer that may be said after
any of the former.
O GOD, whose nature and pro-
perty is ever to have mercy
and to forgive, receive our hum-
ble petitions; and though we be
tied and bound with the chain of
our sins, yet let the pitifulness of
thy great mercy loose us; for the
honour of Jesus Christ. our Me-
diator and Advocate. Amen.

9 A Prayer for the High Court oy
Parliament, to be read during their
Session.

MOST gracious God, we hum-
bly beseech thee, as for this
Kingdom in general, so especially
for the High Court of Parliament,
under our most religious and
gracious King at this time as-
sembled : That thou wouldest be
pleased to direct and prosper all
their consultationsto the advance- .
ment of thy glory, the good of thy
Church, the safety, honour, and
welfare of our Sovereign, and his
Dominions ; that all things may
be so ordered and settled by their
endeavours, upon the best and
surest foundations, that peace and
happiness, truth and justice, reli-
gion and piety, may be establish-
ed among us for all generations,
These and all other necessaries,
for them, for us, and thy whole
Church, we humbly beg in the
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great probability) to have at
first included the substance of
the three Prayers for the King,
the Royal Family, and the
Clergy and people (after the
words ‘“‘righteousness of life’’)
—perhaps in deference to the
desire for such long forms of
Prayer expressed by the Presby-
terians at the Savoy Conference,
and certainly not without pre-
cedent in the ‘“ Church Militant
Prayer,”” and the older originals
from which it is drawn. Of this
the word ‘‘ Finally’”’ remains as
an indication. The Prayer itself
is a singularly beautiful specimen
of the later type. Like the
petition for ““all men’’ in the Lit-
any, and the 3rd Collect for Good
Friday, itis notable as extendin

the scope of petition, beyon

even the Catholic Church, to all

mankind, in prayer for their
conversion to God’s Truth and
Christ’s Redemption. Taking,
of course, Holy Baptism for
granted in ‘“ all who profess and
call themselves Christians,” it
seems to regard them all as
potentially members of that
Catholic Church, though it
clearly indicates the existence of
heresy and schism by the prayer
that they may be ‘““led into the
way of truth,”’ and hold the true
faith so gained, in “‘unity of
g8pirit and the bond of peace”
(Eph. iv. 4), as well as individual
“righteousness of life.” 1t
adds, lastly, a large and earnest
petition for all the afHlicted,
that they may be at once com-
forted by patience now, and
relieved by a happy issue in
God’s good time.

THANKSGIVINGS.

The General Thanksgiving, com-
posed by Bishop Reynolds, and
inserted in 1662, follows the same
general type, with perhaps some

aint indication of the didactic
tendency common in the prayers
of that period. It will be seen
that it is half thanksgiving and
half prayer. It should be ob-
served that the thanksgiving,
while it touches on the blessings
of this life, passes them over
lightly, to dwell with strong em-
phasis on the inestimable spiri-
tual blessings of redemption,
grace, and hope of glory, corre-
sponding to the ‘ justification,”
‘““sanctification,” and ¢ glorifi-
cation’’ described in Holy Serip-
. ture, as the beginning, progress,
and end of spiritual life. The
Prayer is for the spirit of thank-
fulness, and for grace to express
that spirit ‘“not only with our
lips but in our lives ” of self-
devotion and righteousness.

The occasional custom of re-
peating this Thanksgiving after
the Minister, although in itself
appropriate enough, and follow-
ing the precedent of Confession
and Prayer, was certainly not
originally intended, and has per-
haps arisen from a mistaken
idea of the meaning of the word
‘“ General.”

04

Special  Thanksgivings. — Al
these were inserted in 1604 (in
compliance with the very reason-
able request of the Puritan par-
ty), except the Thanksgiving for
the Restoration of Public Peace
at Home, added in 1662. They
are almost peculiar to the Eng-
lish Prayer Book, and those de-
rived from it. In the American
Prayer Book their number and
variety have been largely in-
creased. Generally speaking,
they are echoes of the corre-
sponding prayers, and are full of
Scriptural quotations or allusions
(chiefly taken from the Psalms).

Thus the Thanksgiving for
Rain alludes to the promise in
Deut. xi. 14 of “the former and
the latter rain,” i.e. the spring
and autumn rainy seasons of
Palestine; and takes up in its
thanksgiving the words of Ps.
Ixviii. 9. Like the correspond-
ing Prayer, it recognises tem-
poral blessing as not only min-
istering to man’s comfort, but
as setting forth God’s glory.

The Thanksgiving for Fair Wea-
ther, not finding in the Psalms
any note of ‘‘the plague of im-
moderate rain and waters,” of
which Eastern experience knew
s0 little, nevertheless quotes from

)

R

THANKSGIVINGS.

Name and Mediation of Jesus
Christ our most blessed Lord and
Saviour. A4men.

9 A Coliect or Prayer for all Con-
ditions of men, to be used at such
times when the Litany is not ap-
pointed to be said.

GOD, the Crcator and Pre-

server of all mankind, we
humbly beseech thee for all sorts
and conditions ofunen ; that thou
wouldest be pleased to make thy
ways known unto them, thy sav-
ing health unto all nations. More
especially, we pray for the good
estate of the Catholick Church ;
that it may be so guided and go-
verned by thy good Spirit, that all
who profess and call themselves

Christians may be led into the way
of truth, and hold the faith in uni-
ty ot spirit, in the bond of peace,
and in righteousness of life. Fi-
nally, we commend to thy fatherly
goodness all those, who are any
ways afflicted, or distressed, in
mind, body, or es- * This to be said
tate; [* especially when any de-
those for whom our sire the Prayers
prayers are desir- of the Congre-
ed,] that it may 8ation.

please thee to comfort and relieve
them, according to their several
necessities, giving them patience
under their sufferings, and a hap-
py issue out of all their afflictions.
And this we beg for Jesus Christ
his sake. Amen.

" THANKS
q A General Thanksgiving.

LMIGHTY God, Father of all
A mercies, we thine unworthy
gervants do give thee most humble
and hearty thanks for all thy good-
ness and loving-kindness to us, and
to all men ; [* par- * This tobesaid
ticularly to those when any that
who desire mow havebeen pray-
to offer wp their ed for desire to

praises andthanks- TtUID praise.
givings for thy late mercies vouch-
safed unto them.] We bless thee
for our creation, preservation, and
all the blessings of this life ; but
above all, for thine inestimable
love in the redemption of the
world by our Lord Jesus Christ ;
for the means of grace, and for
the hope of glory. And, we be-
seech thee, give us that due sense
of all thy mercies, that our hearts
may be unfeignedly thankful, and
that we shew forth thy praise, not
only with our lips, but in our lives ;
by giving up ourselves to thy ser-
vice, and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all

GIVINGS.

our days; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, to whom with thee and
the Holy Ghost be all honour and
glory, world without end. 4 men.

For Rain.

O GOD our heavenly Father, who

by thy gracious providence
dost cause the former and the lat-
terrain to descend upon the earth,
that it may bring forth fruit for
the use of man ; We give thee hum-
ble thanks that it hath pleased
thee, in our great necessity, to send
us at the last a joyful rain upon
thine inheritance, and to refresh
it when it was dry, to the great
comfort of us thy unworthy ser-
vants, and to the glory of thy holy
Name; through thy mercies in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For fair Weather.
O LORD God, who hast justly
humbled us by thy late plague
of immoderate rain and waters,
and in thy mercy hast relieved and
comforted our souls by this sea-

sonable and blessed change of
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Ps. 1xxix. 14 the expression of
praise and adoration, there call-
ed out by deliverance from per-
secution and bloodshed.

The Thankzgiving for Plenty—
accepted thankfully as an an-
swer to special prayer—follows
Ps. Ixxxv. 12 in referring *‘the
increase of our land” to “the
loving-kindness *’ of God.

The Thankagiving for Peaceand
Deliverance from our Enemies ac-
knowledges (with Ps. Ixi. 1, 2)
God as our Tower of Defence
against all enemies, and His
goodness in saving us from be.
ing a prey to them (Ps. cxxxv.
1, £); and adds a prayer, like
many of the prophetic utter-
ances, for such continuance of
His mercies, as may make His
salvation and deliverance of us
manifest to all the world.

The Thanksgiving for restoring
Public Peace at Home (appropri-
ately added in 1662) again (with
Ps. Ixviii. 6) looks to God as the
giver of unity, and (with Ps. 1xv.
7) as stilling * the madness of
the people.” It bears. perhaps
naturally, some slight indication
(which in the original draft was
stronger) of the polemical feel-
ing, which disfigured the ** State

Bervices ”” of the period. It is,
moreover, less of thanksgiving
than of prayer for the future,
with some apparent desire to
teach what that future ought to
be, and to lay peculiar stress
on the duties of * quietness and
peaceableness ”’ (see 1 Tim. ii.
1, 2), then naturally emphasized,
and of continued thankfulness
for the blessings we already
have.

The first Thanksgiving for De-
liverance from the Plague, &c.,
with the Psalmist, confesses the
scourge of God as justly deserved
by our sins, and praises Him as
in judgment remembering mer-
cy. Its answer to His mercy is
(see Rom.xii 1), as in the Prayer
of Oblation in the Communion
Service, a thankful dedication
of ourselves, our souls and bodies,
to Him. .

The second, in the allusion to
“all the punishments on dlsobe;:
dience threatened in Thy La’a.’w
clearly refers to ‘‘ the curse’’ of
Deut. xxviii. 15,24. 1t is s.peclally
notable, as acknowledging the
weak unworthiness even of our
repentance—accepted neverthe-
less in God’s great mercy—and
ending with a singularly em-
phatic outpouring of praise and
thanksgiving.

- INTRODUCTION TO THE
COLLECTS, EPISTLES, AND GOSPELS.

Or1aiN.—The arrangement of Collects, Epistles, and Gospels for
the Sundays and Holy-days of .he Ecclesiastical year is taken from
the Sarum Missal, with (as uzarl) some simplification and abbrevia-
tion, and with full freedom of variation and of original composition,
wherever these seemed necessary for carrying out the objects kept
always in view by the Compilers of our Prayer Book. The selection
differs considerably from the modern Roman Use, and is, therefore,
a notable instance of the independent development of the English
Services, from the days of St. Augustine of Canterbury downwards.

Tre EPISTLES AND GospeLs.—From the account given of the
Christian Services by Justin Martyr in his Apology (where hg
speaks of the reading of the * Memoirs drawn up by the Apostle,s’,
which are certainly our Gospels, *‘or the writings of the Prophets "),
it appears that readings from the histo.ncal or doctrinal portions of
Scripture formed. from the earliest times, a regular part of the
Communion Service. Both, indeed, appear to“have been ured ; for
in the Apostonlical Constitutions the reading *‘ of t’l'xq Law and the
Prophets and the Epistles and Acts and Gospels” is referred to.
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THANKSGIVINGS.

weather ; We praise and glorify
thy holy Name for this thy mercy,
and will always declare thy loving-
kindness from generation to gene-
ration ; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

For Plenty.
MOST merciful Father, who
of thy gracious goodness hast
heard the devout prayers of thy
Church, and turned ‘our dearth
and scarcity into cheapness and
plenty; We give thee humble
thanks for this thy special bounty ;
beseeching thee to continue thy
loving-kindness unto us, that our
land may yield us her fruits of
increase, to thy glory and our
comfort; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
For Peace and Deliverance from
our Enemies.
ALMIGHTY God, who art
a strong tower of defence un-
to thy servants against the face
of their enemies ; We yield thee
praise and thanksgiving for our
deliverance from those great and
apparent dangers wherewith we
were compassed : We acknowledge
it thy goodness that we were not
delivered over as a prey unto
them ; beseeching thee still to
continue such thy mercies to-
wards us, that all the world may
know that thou art our Saviour
and mighty Deliverer; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For restoring Publick Peace at
Home.
O ETERNAL God, our heavenly
Father, whoalone makest men
to be of one mind in a house, and
stillest the outrage of a violent
and unruly people ; We bless thy
holy Name, that it hath pleased
thee to appease the seditious tu-
mults which have been lately rais-
ed up amongst us; most humbly

beseeching thee to grant to all of
us grace, that we may henceforth
obediently walk in thy holy com-
mandments; and, leading a quict
and peaccable lifc in all godliness
and honesty, may continually offer
unto thee our sacrificc of praise
and thanksgiving for these thy
mercies towards us ; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Deliverance from the Plague,
or other comanon Sickness.
LORD God, who hast wound-
ed us for our sins, and con-
sumed us for our transgressions,
by thy late heavy and dreadful
visitation ; and now, in the midst
of judgment remembering mercy,
hast redeemed our souls from the
jaws of death ; We offer unto thy
fatherly goodness ourselves, our
souls and bodies which thou hast
delivered, to be a living sacrifice
unto thee, always praising and
magnifying thy mercies in the
midst of thy Church; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Or this.
WE humbly acknowledge be.
fore thee, O most merciful
Father, that all the punishments
which arc threatened in thy law
might justly have fallen upon us,
by reason of our wamtoid trans-
gressions and hardness of heart:
Yet seeing it hath pleascd thee of
thy tender mercy, upon our weak
and unworthy humiliation, to
asswage the contagious sickness
wherewith we lately have been
sore afflicted, and to restore the
voice of joy and health into our
dwellings ; We offer unto thy Di-
vine Majesty the sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, lauding and
magnifying thy glorious Name
for such thy preservation and pro-
vidence over us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, Amen.
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Our Epistles and Gospels have for centuries represented both.
Naturally in the *‘Epistles” the New Testament, as its Canon
became formed and known, largely superseded the Old. The
arrangement supplies, as in all the ancient Liturgies, the reading of
the Word of God, necessary to any complete Service, and corresponds
to the series of Lessons at Morning and Evening Prayer. The
Epistle and Gospel of each day are, no doubt, intended to be con-
nected, although the closeness and obviousness of the connection
vary greatly.

The Gospel contains, generally speaking, the record of some act
or teaching of Our T.ord, and the Epistle the Apostolic, or, in some
cases, the Prophetic, exposition of some doctrine represented there-
by; or, in the case of a Saint’s Day, the Gospel may give some
historical mention of the Saint, and the Epistle some word of his,
or some lesson which his life suggests. There are exceptions to this
rule, as, e.g., on Whit-Sunday, when ** the Epistle,” taken from the
Acts of the Apostles, is the historical record ; while the Gospel em-
bodies Our Lord’s teaching as to the function and the nature of the
Holy Spirit. Hence we have represented in them the two founda-
tions, of actual fact and Divine teaching, on which our Christianity
is built. The Collect may be considered as gathering up toth
lessons into prayer, and applying them, not only on the day to
which they properly belong, but through the whole ensuing week.

Tt is, therefore, not surprising that this arrangement is found to
date from early times. In the Western Church it is elaborated with
more variety and beauty than in the East. The greater part of our
Collects may be traced to the Sacramentaries of St. Leo (A.D. 420),
Gelasius (A.D. 494), and Gregory the Great (A.p. 530)—even these
being in all probability mainly collections of older materials. The
earliest collection of Episties and Gospels known iz by tradition
ascribed to St. Jerome (the Comes Hieronymi); and, although pro-
bably of later origin, appears to embody the tradition of his time
(A.D. 842-420). It seems clearly to have determined the old Roman
Use, and corresponds far more closely with the Sarum Use, and our
own afrangement derived from it, than with the present Roman
Use. Independent arrangements, differing considerably from it,
are found in the old Gallican and Spanish Liturgies. In the ritual

. of the Sarum Missal, the reading of both, especially of the Gospel,
was, after ancient precedent, invested with great solemnity, of
which our practice of standing up at the Gospel, with the use of the
preceding Antiphon. * Glory be to Thee, O Lord,” and (less fre-
quently) the succeeding Antiphon, ‘ Thanks be to Thee, O_Lord,
for this Thy glorious Gospel,” is the only survival. In the Prayer
Book of 1549, two sets of Collects, Epistles, and Gospels were pro-
vided on the Great Festivals, for use at the earlier and later Cele-
brations of the Holy Communion. The appointment of special
Introits—to be sung as an introduction to the gommunion Service—
was also retaincd. These were all taken from the Psalms, and one
for each Sunday was printed with the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel.
Alltowex&e unfortunately struck out in 1552, and have never been
restored.

TaE CorLECTS.—(For the origin of the word Collect see the note
on the Collects in the Morning Service.) The Collect (as contrasted
with the ejaculatory Versicle) represents the more thoughtful and
concentrated element of prayer in our Service. It almost always
contains a preamble, in the form of address, giving (so to speak) the
ground of the petition which follows, and invariably ends with a
claim of Our Lord’s Intercession (unless the Collect be addressed
directly to Him), and mostly with an asecription of praise. Unlike
the Litany and Hymn, the Collect is rarely addressed to Our Lord;
%enerally, after the ancient practice, to God the Father through

im. Itis not too much to say that from these preambles to the

é7a

Collects a full systematic statement of Christian Truth

Divine Nature and relations to man, might be drawn g'ut’;. asTtl;J(:a 2113

Collects, translated from the Latin, with or without variation

{57 out of 82), may be generally distinguished from the later Col-
ects, composed at the Compilation or Revisions of the Prayer
ook, by greater terseness and incisiveness of style, and accuracy

of theological allusion. The later Collects, not inferior in beauty

and fervency of devotion, are more flowi i
Scriptural oisation s owing and fuller of direct

PRINCIPLE OF ARRANGEMENT.—The arran
> . ement of
Epistles, and Gospels, divides itself into twogpa.rts. ot ont Oollects,

(A) First comes the Series for the SUNDAYS of the
s 8 the § ear, and fo
the great *“ Dominical > Holy-days (those connected wi{h the lllﬁanil:

ici(s‘t;aé;i::fggloo‘% :I_;_ord) interspersed therein. This series is subdi-

I. CoNNECTED WITH CHRISTMAS-TIDE :—
ggg '(IJ‘he Four Sundags of ADVENT.

HRISTMAS, with the three attendant Festival -
phen, St. John Evangelist, and Innocents’ %)g? :.n((’lf v?itt:hsttlzfe
Sunday after Christmag, and the Feast of the Circumcision.

(e) The ErPipaANY, with the Six Sundays following.

o) Bepreapostimar Sexaam DB - inquagesima Sand
e S K e —
(A Iouesdey betore Baster, Goon T e and Eastor ve.
and the Five Sl’mdays after Easter. v In Easter-Week,
(e) AscExsiOoN-DAY and the *“Day of Expectation” following.

(f‘%revglgl’r-SUNDAY, with Monday and Tuesday in Whitsun-

(g) TRINITY-SUNDAY.

III. TEE NON-FESTAL PART OF THE YEAR :—

Tlsxgvestlinda,ys after Trinity, which may be as many as twenty-

In the Sections I. and II. of this Series, corres i
] . on
Festal portion of the year, the principle of Specifz)lit;;ril gf ﬁ%gﬁ
priateness reigns; although in the Sundays after Epiphany and
the Sundays after Easter there seems to be in the selection of the
Epistles some approach to regularity of succession. The Gospel
and Epistle bring out the great Christian truth commemorated in
each season, and the Collect applies it in prayer and adoration.

On the other hand, in Section III.—the non-festal
which dwells not so much on Christian doctrine a: ogaéﬁ:g:;:g%fré
—the principle of regularity of succession rules, manifestly in the
Epi-tles, less perfectly in the Gospels; and the connection of the

Epistle with the ospel, and of i i is i
Jomstle it marked? of the Collect with either, is in general

(B) Next comes the Series of Minor HoLY-DAYS beginni i
t] b - n
Et. Andrew’s Day (November 30th), which nearly coincigc:ilesngé%hw;ﬁl;
eginning of Advent, and ending with All Sainte’ Day (Novem-
tf)er 1st). Of these Festivals some are still connected with the mani-
%stt}?tlon of Our Lord J esus Christ, which marks the Festal portion
ofthe year. These are (besides the Innocents’ Day, the Circumcision
the Epiphany, already mentioned) the Purification and the" An:
nunciation. The rest—the Saints’ Days properly 50 called—are
selgctlpns for special commemoration from a far larger number of
Saints’ Days in the old Sarum Calendar, some of which have been
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greserved, on a lower level of commemoration, in the ‘ Black-Letter
aints’ Days.” The principle of selection is clear and reasonable,
confining itself strictly to the record of Holy Scripture. It em-
braces the Festivals of St. John Baptist, of the Twelve Apostles,
of St. Barnabas and St. Paul, of the Evangelists, and of the first
martyr St. Stephen. To these are added the two comprehensive
commemorations of 8t. Michael and All Angels, and of All Saints.
The Gospels and Epistles of these Festivals are naturally chosen so
as to bring out, in fact and in teaching, the event or person com-
memorated in each; and on Festivals of general scope (like All
Saints’ Day), or Festivals of Saints, of whom we know little person-
zlxilfly, to dwell on the general experience and inspiration of saintly
e.

The object of the CELEBRATION OF SainTs’ Days can hardly be
better described than in the words of the ““ Prayer for the whole
estate of Christ’s Church’ in the Prayer Book of 1549 :—* We give
unto Thee most high praise and hearty thanks for the wonderful
grace and virtue declared in all Thy saints. . . whose
examples and steadfastness in Thy faith and keeping Thy holy
commandments, grant us to follow.” It is, first, thankful com-
memoration of them, and of Christ in them ; and, next, instruction
and encouragement by example. In both we are greatly helped to
realize the Communion of Saints. It is clear also, that, under both
aspects, the very existence in them of imperfections and sins, over-
come by the grace of God, greatly increases the spiritual value of
these commemorations to us; and also that our instruction is
drawn from the contemplation both of the saintly character and
work in general, and of the individuality of each saint commemo-
rated. Although the celebration of these days has been greatly
revived, we are still far from making full use of it, and lose much
thereby of that ‘““‘teaching by example’” which history, and especially
spiritual history, so vividly impresses on the mind. It is almost
needless to say that it has no connection whatever with the In-
vocation or Worship of RSainvs, which the Church of England
absolutely repudiates. (See Art. XXIL.)

It may be noted generally that the series of Proper Lessons, which
is later on the whole in date than that of the Epistles and Gospels,
seems often to be adapted to them, so as to be either illustrative of,
or supplementary to, the teaching which they convey.

- “ Note that the Collect,” &c.—This Rubric is not free from ambi-
guity. It does not tell us (a¢) what * Festivals have Vigils or Eves ™’
—whether only those named in the list of days of Abstinence or
others; for, though not found in that list, *‘ New Year’s Eve’’ is
mentioned in the Rubric after the Collect on St. Stephen’s Day;
(b) what is to be done when a Festival falls on a Monday and the
Vigil is on Saturday Evening, or when Festivals follow each other.
Nor is it easy to see why the ‘‘ having a Vigil or Eve” should affect
the recitation of the Collect, which depended on the idea that the
Festival began after sunset on the previous day. The usual practice
is to use the Collect by anticipation in all cases, except where the
Eve has a Collect of its own. (In the American Prayer Book the
Rubric directs that ““the Collect for any Sunday or other Feast may
be used at the Evening Service of the day before.”’)

8§

“ s&_‘ s LSRR

THE
OOLLECTS, EPISTLES, AND GOSPELS

TO BE USED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

9 Note, that the Collect appointed for every Sunday, or for any Holy-day that
hath a Vigil or Eve, shall be said at the Evening Service next before.

The First Funvay in Aybent.

The Collect.

ALMIGH TY God, give us grace
that we may cast away the
works of darkness, and put upon
us the armour of light, now in
the time of this mortal life, in
which thy Son Jesus Christ came
to visit us in great numility; that
in the last day, when he shall
come again in hisglorious Majes-
ty to judge both the quick and the
dead, we may rise to the life imn-
mortal, through him who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Ghost, now and ever. .Amen.
9§ This Collect 1s to be repeated every
day, with the other Collects in Ad-

vent, until Christmas- Eve.

The Epistle. Rom. 13. 8.
OWE no man any thing, but

to love one another: for he
that loveth another hath fulfilled
thelaw. For this, Thou shalt not
commit adultery, Thou shalt not
kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou
shalt not bear false witness, Thou
shalt not covet; and if there be
any other commandment, it is
briefly comprehended in this say-
ing, namely, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. Love work-
eth no ill to his neighbour ; there-
fore love is the fulfilling of the law.
And that, knowing the time, that
now it is high time to awake out
of sleep : for now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed.
The night is far spent, the day is
at hand ; let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armour of light. Letus
walk honestly as in the day ; not
in rioting and drunkenness, not

in chambering and wantonness,
not in strife and envying. But
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
The Gospel. St. Matth, 21. 1.
“IHEN they drew nigh unto
Jerusalem, and were come
to Bethphage, unto the mount of
Olives, then sent Jesus two dis-
ciples, saying unto them, Go into
the village over against you, and
straightway ye shall find an ass
tied, and a colt with her: loose
them, and bring them unto me.
And if any man say ought unto
you, ye shall say, The Lord hath
need of them ; and straightway he
will send them. All this was done,
that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the Prophet, saying,
Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Be-
hold, thy King cometh unto thee,
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and
a colt the foal of an ass. And the
disciples went, and did as Jesus
commanded them ; and brought
the ass, and the colt, and put on
them their clothes, and they set
him thereon. And a very great
multitude spread their garments
in the way; others cut down
branches from the trees,and straw-
ed them in the way. And the mul-
titudes that went before, and that
followed, cried, saying, Hosanna
to the Son of David ; Blessed is
he that cometh in the Name of
the Lord ; Hosannain the highest.
And when he was come icto Je-
rusalem, all the city was moved,
saying, Who is this? And the
multitude said, This is Jesus the
Prophet of Nazareth of Galilee,
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(1) THE FIRST SECTION OF THE YEAR

(dependent on Christmas).

(A) ADVENT.

The observance of Advent as a fixed Ecclesiastical seagon of defi-
nite length, is of comparatively late date; belonging (like the Feast
of Christmas itself) originally to the Western Church, and adopted
much later in the Eastern Church. As soon as December 25th was
fixed for the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord, it was natnral
to introduce it, like the Easter Festival, by a period of penitepcg,
fasting, and devotion. Thus Advent observance grew up; an_d it is
notable, that in the Gallican Church of the 6th century (a8 in ?he
Eastern Church now), the Quadragesima S. Martini, i.e. the peqod
of forty days from Martinmas (November 11th), was ma.de'the pe_nod
of preparation. The analogy to the forty days of Lent is obvious.
By the time of Gregory the Great, however, the keeping of 'the four
Sundays (with the previous Sunday as a kind of introduction) had
become fixed, and has since continued without variation.

Tt must be observed, however, that Advent seems to suggest the
looking forward to the whole of the Manifestation of Our _Lord; for
it unites in frequent contrast the ideas of the First Coming of .the
Lord, which opens His Mediatorial kingdom, and the Second Coming,
which closes it. Accordingly it does not breathe the spirit of un-
mixed Christmas thankfulness and joy, but dwells strongly on t.he
thoughts of the great Judgment, and therefore on man’s sin and its
awful responsibility. The old Dies Ire perhaps carries these thoughts
to an extreme; but they are plainly traceable in all the Advent
Services and Hymns.

The Proper Lessons of Advent are all drawn from the Book of
Isaiah; partly because of its Evangelical character, anticipating
the general spirituality and perfection of Gospel teaching; part:ly
because of its marked Messianic prediction, drawing out all the chief
features of the Revelation of Christ,

Ehe First Sundug in Rdbent.
noted that the Coming of Our

The key-note of this first Sun-
day of the Ecclesiastical year is
struck by the Epistle (of which
the Collect is an echo), *‘The
night is far spent, the day is ab
hand; let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and put
on the armour of light.” The
call is to AWAKENING out of sin,
carelessness, or unbelief, in the
gense that the dawn of the Se-
cond Advent is now a year nearer
to each of us; and it is to be

5§ a

Lord, recorded in the Gospel,
was neither His First Coming,
nor His Last Coming, to His
own city, and that it a._ccordmgly
geems to represent His frequent
coming to us at special seasons
of the present life—** Behold."! I
stand at the door and knock.
Tak COLLECT is a magnificent
specimen of the new Collects
(ecomposed in 1549), having no
preamble, but a double prayer

~for resurrection in spirit now,
in reliance on the first Advent
of salvation (comp. Eph. v. 14),
and for resurrection to immortal
life, in body and spirit, hereafter,
in connection with the second
Advent of Judgment (see Phil.
iii. 20, 21)—the one being (as
usual in Holy Scripture) con-
sidered as the earnest of the
other.

TrE EPISTLE in the old Sarum
Use began (perhaps more appro-
priately) with ». 11, ‘‘ And that,”
&c. Our Prayer Book, desiring
to eularge the Epistle and soft-
en the abruptness of commence-
ment, has had the effect of in-
troducing a section, which is
distinct from the special Lesson
of the Advent season.

As it stands, the Epistle has
two lessons:—(a) The general
lesson of Love, as the only debt
which can never be fully paid,
and as not only comprehending
all the commandments of the
law, but *‘ fulfilling ”* it {i.e. per-
fecting its imperfection). (»)
The Advent lesson of awaking
(by conversion or refreshment)
to newness of life, in the sense
of the increasing nearness of our
salvation—so as to “‘put on the
armour of light,” which is the
Image of ‘“‘the Lord Jesus
Christ,”” and to cast off, as un-
worthy of it, both riotous self-
indulgence and uncleanness
(sins of the appetites), and strife

and envying (sins of the pass
sions), both being ‘‘works of the
flesh” (see (Gal. v. 19-21), and
‘“ works of darkness’’ (see Eph.
v. 11, 12).

THE GOsPEL, taken from the
Sarum Missal, records (from the
Go:gel of St. Matthew) Our
Lord’s triumphal entry and se-
cond cleansing of the ‘Temple (as
each Jew before the Passover
cleansed his house from pollu-
tion). The event is recorded in
all the Gospels with singular
vividness of detail. The multi-
tudes following were the Gali-
lean pilgrims; those going be-
fore, the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, who went out to meet
and escort Him. The prophecy
of the peaceful kingdom of the
Messiah referred to is Zech. ix.
9; the ery of the people, ‘“Ho-
sanna’’ (* Save, I beseech thee,”
&c.), comes from Ps. cxviii. 25,
26 (a well-known Messianic
Psalm); Our Lord's quotation
is from Isa. lvi. 7; and His
words of rebuke are an appli-
cation of Jer. vii. 11. His Com-
ing then was to a people who
idolized their Temple (for even
the traffic in the Court of the
Gentiles was for the sacrifice and
the sacred tribute), but knew not
the true spirituality and univer-
sality of God's Worship. The
lesson, therefore, is clearly to
the Church rather than to the
world.

Ehe Sceond Sundap in Abdbent.

The lesson of this Sunday
(taken again from the Epistle)
is addressed to THOUGHT rather
than emotion, calling us to grasp
the truth of God in Christ, re-
vealed in Holy Scripture, and so
to lay firm hold of the hope of
eternal life, to be fulfilled in per-
fection at the Second Advent.

Tre CoLrLEcT, composed in
1549, full of emphatic thankful-
ness for the opening of the seal-
ed book of Holy Seripture to the
people, prays (a) generally for

~ grace to ‘“‘read, mark, learn, and

inwardly digest’’ His Word (in
all the gradations of thoughtful
perception), and then (3), with
special Advent reference, to find
in it not only present comfort,
but hope of future perfection.

63d

TaE ErisTLE comes from the
close of the Epistle to the Ro-
mans, which urges the unity of
Jew and Gentile in Christ. Af-
ter, therefore, (a) a reference tc
the true character of ‘‘Holy
Scripture” (then the Old Tes-
tament only), as written for our
learning, and as the secret of
undying hope, it prays (b) for
unity “in mind and meouth,”
that is, in faith and worship;
(e) as an encouragement for sach
prayer it dwells on the two-fold
mission of Omr Lord to Jew and
Gentile (see Luke ii. 82); gunot-
ing in illustration of this union
of the Gentiles with the people
of God, Ps. xviii. 41 ; Deut. xxxii.
43 ;: Ps. oxvii. 1; Iea. xi. 10; and
(d) ends with a blessing of hope,



10y, £nd peace, through the pow-.
er of the Holy Ghost.

TaE GosPEL has less connec-
tion than usual with the Epistle.
1t is a part of Our Lord’s pro-

hecy to His disciples on the

ount of Olives, after He had
closed His ministry to the Holy
City, on which they looked down.
It is a prediction of the close of
the old dispensation, in the de-
struction of Jerusalem; with
which mingle elements applic-
able properly to the close of the
new dispensation in the Last
Judgment—the type blending
with the antitype. (a)The signs
of the end are to be convulsions,
physical and spiritual ; and yet
the parable following implies

that these, sudden as they seem,
are but the completion of a pro-
cess of growth through conflict,
secretly going on now. (b) The
prophecy, “Then shall they
see,” &c.. repeated by Our Lord
before the Sanhedrim (Matt.

xxvi, 64), with obvious allusion

to Dan. vii. 18, l4—whatever
typical fulfilment it may have
had at the fate of the Holy City
—waits for its Berfect fulfilment
at His Second Coming. (¢) The
concluding paragraph refers only
to the close of the old dispensa-
tion ; but it is clear that among
the early Christians this was
often supposed to foretell the
end of the world itself in aspeedy
Advent of Our Lord.

The Ehird Sanday in Adbend.

The lesson of this Sunday is
obviously sui ested by the Ordi-
nation, which, from time imme-
morial, has followed in the ensu-
ing week. The call, addressed
primarily to His ministers, se-
condarily to all His members,
is to ENERGY OF SERVICE in
preparation for His Coming.

Tae CoLnEcT, composed by
Bishop Cosin in 1661 (in substi-
tution for a shorter Collect of
1549), taking its idea from the
Epistle and Gospel, addresses
itself directly to Our Lord Jesus
Christ, referring in its preamble
to the mission of St. John Bap-
tist at His First Coming, and

raying that, in like manner,

is ministers now may prepare
His way (see Isa. xl. 3; Luke
i. 17), so _that at the Second
Coming His people may be ac-
ceptable in His sight.

n the EPisTLE St. Paul dwells
on the two-fold character of
Christian ministers, (a) in hu-
mility, as being mere * servants
of Christ,” and, for His sake, of
His people (2 Cor. iv. 5); and
(b) 1in authority, as being
‘““stewards of His mysteries,”
i.e. of the Word and Sacraments
—in both gimply required to be
faithful to Him. e claims for
himself, and by implication for
them, responsibility to Christ
alone, thus appealing to a higher
judgment than that of men, or
of his own conscience, (even
though, he adds, *“I know no-
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thing by’’—that is, against—
“myself '), and looking onward
to the future manifestation of
all deeds and thoughts at the
Second Coming of the Great Day.

TaHE GosPEL sets forth St.
John Baptist as the type of the
true minister of Christ in the
strength made perfect in weak-
ness. (a) On the one hand it
shews his faith wavering for a
moment in the weariness of cap-
tivity. It records the mission of
his disciples to Our Lord, to in-
quire whether He was really the
true Messiah, and Our Lord’s
appeal to the predicted signs
(see Isa. xxxv. 5, 6) now fulfilled,
as leading up to, and necessar-
ily connected with, the word of
preaching to the poor. (Note
in this the true function of
miracle in relation to the Word.)
So far the Baptist's weakness is
rebuked. (&) But Our Lord goes
on, in spite of that weakness, to
exalt His faithful forerunner as
‘“a prophet and more than a
prophet,” because he was in a
peculiar sense — what all pro-
phets were generally—a *‘ mes-
senger preparing the way’ of
the Lord. In the application
of the lesson to ourselves, we
may remember Our Lord’s words,
‘“ Among them that are born of
women there hath not arisen a
greater than John the Baptist:
notwithstanding, he that is least
in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he.”

«"g )

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT.

And Jesus went into the temple
of God, and cast out all them that
sold and bought in the temple ;
and overthrew the tables of the
money-changers, and the seats of

them that sold doves ; and said
unto them, It is written, My
house shall be called the house
of prayer ; but ye have made it
a den of thieves.

The Secony Sunvap in Avbent.

The Collect.
BLESSED Lord, who hast
caused all holy Scriptures to
be written for ourlearning ; Grant
that we may in such wise hear
them, read, maﬁ'k, letatlx'nt’ i;,)nd in-
war st them, that by pa-
tien?:ty. (Eﬁg comfort of thy holy
Word, we may embrace, and ever
hold fast the blessed hope of ever-
Iasting life, which thou hast given
us in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Epistle. Rom. 15. 4.
HATSOEVER things were
written aforetime, were
written for our learning; that we
through patience, and comfort of
the Scriptures, might have hope.
Nowthe God of patience and con-
solation grant you to be like-mind-
ed one towards another, according
to Christ Jesus : that ye may with
one mind, and one mouth, glorify
God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive
ye one another, as Christ also re-
ceived us, to the glory of God.
Now I say, that Jesus Christ was
a minister of the circumcision for
the truth of God, to confirm the
promises made unto the fathers :
And that the Gentiles might glori-
fy God for his mercy ; as it is writ-
ten, For this cause I will confess
to thee among the Gentiles, and
sing unto thy Name. And again
he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with
his people. And again, Praise the

Lord, all ye Gentiles, and laud
him, all ye people. And again,
Esaias saith, There shall be a root
of Jesse, and he that shall rise to
reign over the Gentiles, in him
shall the Gentilestrust. Now the
God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, that tge
may abound in hope, through the
power of the Holy Ghost,
The Gospel. 8t. Luke 21. 25.
AND there shall be signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in
the stars ; and upon the earth dis-
tress of nations, with perplexity,
the sea and the waves roaring;
men’s hearts failing them for fear,
and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth:
for the powers of heave? shall be
shaken. And then shall they see
the Sonof Man comingin a cloud
with power and great glory. And
when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up
your heads ; for your redemption
draweth nigh. And he spake to
them a parable, Behold the fig-
tree, and all the trees; when they
now shoot forth, ye see and know
of your own selves that summer
fs now nigh at hand. So like-
wise ye, when ye see these things
come to pass, know ye that the
Kingdom of God is nigh at hand.
Verily I say unto you, This gene-
ration shall not pass away, till
all be fulfilled : heaven and earth
shall pass away; but my words
shall not pass away.

The Thirty SJunvay in Avbent.

The Collect.

LORD Jesu Christ, who at thy
U first coming didst send thy
messenger to prepare thy way be-
fore thee ; Grant that the minis-
ters and stewards of thy mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make
ready thy way, by turning the

hearts of the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, that at thy
second coming to judge the world
we may be found an acceptable
people in thy sight, who livest and
reignest with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.
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he Hourth Sandup in Adbeat,

The Service of this Sunday
seems a more direct anticipation
of Christmas, dwelling onh Our
Lord’s presence on earth, and
calling us again and again to
rejoice, in the sense of His gift
of salvation. Itscallisto thank-
ful DEvoOTION.

TaE CorLrEct, unlike the
others, is old, from the Sacra-
mentary of Gregory (found aleo
in Gelasius). As it stood there,
it was addressed directly to Our
Lord; it is now altered to the
more usual form of address to
God the Father; but, though the
alteration may be justified by
John xiv. 23, the prayer to the
Father ‘““to come among us”
breaks in on the general Advent
idea, and weakens the connection
with the Epistle and Gospel. The
prayer is for the presence of God
the Father with us, to deliver us
from the hindrance and bondage
of sin by the grace of His Spirit,
through the satisfaction of His
Son Our Lord, and it ends ap-
propriately with ascription of
praise to*the Holy Trinity.

TrE EPISTLE comes from the
Epistleto the Philippians, which,
though written in prison, is per-
haps of all St. Paul’s Epistles
fullest of peace and joy. Its
lesson is first (a) of ““rejoicing
in the Lord,”” emphasized be-
cause of its difficulty in a sor-
rowful and sinful world; (b)

then, of “moderation,” properly
‘““gense of what is seemly” in a
Christign, which exalts and pu-
rifies joy; (¢) la.stlg, of that with-
out which joy would be impossible
—the casting off all  careful-
ness”’ by the power of prayer
andthanksgiving. (d)Itclenches
these exhortations by the Chris-
tian watchword (found in the
Syriac form Maranatha in 1 Cor.
xvi. 22), “‘The Lord is at hand’’;
and ends with the emphatic pro-
mise, not now of joy, but of the
‘“ peace of God which passeth all
understanding.”

THE GOSPEL again returns to
St. John Baptist, but how as
refusing all glory for himself,
and heralding the immediate
coming of the Lord and Saviour.
Heis not (he says) “the Christ”’;
nor ‘““the Prophet’’ (of Deut.
xviii. 15-18), thought by some
to be distinet from the Kijing
Messiah; nor (in literal resur-
rection) * Elias,” although com-
ing in his spirit (see Lukei. 17,
and compare Matt. xi. 14, xvii.
10-18) ; he is but a “Voice” of
God, preparing the way of the
Lord. To the Pharisaic remon-
strance, based on this self-efface-
ment, he justifies his baptism,
as simply preparing for One, in-
finitely grehater than himself, who
shall baptize with the Holy Ghost,
already standing unknown a-
mong them.

(B) CHRISTMAS-TIDE.
Some observance of the Nativity of Our Lord, as it is most

natural, was probably early in the

huyrch. But it is clear that in

ancient days the true day of Our Lord’s birth was considered to be
unknown. Clement of Alexandria names, as conjectural dates, May
20th and April 21st, and seems to discourage, as over-curious, any
inquiry into the matter. In the Western Church December 25th
appears to have been selected in early times; in the East (as still
in the Armenian Church), the Nativity was blended with the
Epiphany, and kept on January 6th; and not till about the time
of St. Chrysostom did the Western usage prevail. The selection

may possibly have had some historical foundation

based, according

to some tradition, on a record of the true day of the Nativity in the
“ Roman Archives,” but it has been thought that the Festival was
fixed to its present date, in order to lay hold of, and hallow to
Christian use, the winter Feast of Dedication among the Jews, and,
still more, the heathen midwinter Festival of freedom and re-
joicing,—with allusion to the birth of * the Sun of Righteousness”
out of the winter of the spiritual darkness of the world. 1t is notable
that of all Festivals, Christmas has most thoroughly associated
itself with natural joy, domestic love, and universal charity.

§0

THE FOURFH SUNDAY IN ADVENT.

The Epistle. 1 Cor. 4. 1.

ET a man so account of us, as

of the ministers of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of God.
Moreover, it is required in stew-
ards, that a man be found faith-
ful, But with me it is avery small
thing that I should be judged of
you, or of man’s judgment : yea,
I judge not mine own self. For I
know nothing by myself, yet am I
not hereby justified; but he that
judgeth me is the Lord. Therefore
judge nothing before the time, un-
til the Lord come, who both will
bring to light the hidden things of
darkness,and will make manifest
thecounsels of the hearts; and then
shall everyman have praise of God.

The Gospel. St. Matth. 11. 2.

OW when John had heard

in the prison the works of
Christ, hesent two of hisdisciples,
and said unto him, Art thou he
that should come, or do we look

for another ? Jesus answered and
sald unto them, Go and shew John
n those thiTngs which ye do
héar and see: The blind receive
their sight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and
the poor have the Gospel preached
to them : And blessed is he who-
soever shall not be offended in me.
And asthey departed, Jesus began
to say unto the multitudes con-
cerning John, What went ye out
into the wilderness tosee ? a reed
shaken with the wind ? But what
went ye out for to see? a man
clothed in soft raiment ? behold,
they that wear soft clothing are in
kings’ houses, But what went ye
out for to see ? a prophet? yea, I
say unto you, and more t a
prophet. For this is he of whom
it is written, Behold, I send m
messenger before thy face, whic
shall prepare thy way before thee.

The Fourth Sunvay in Anvbent.

The Collect.
O LORD, raise up (we pray thee)
thy power, and come among
us, and with great might succour
us; that whereas, through our
sins and wickedness, we are sore
let and hindered in running the
race that is set before us, thy
bountiful grace and mercy may
sEeedil help and deliver us;
through the satisfaction of thy
Son our Lord, to whom with thee
and the Holy Ghost be honour and
glory, world without end. Amen.
The Epistle. Phil. 4. 4,
EJOICE in the Lord alway,
and again I say, Rejoice. Let
your moderation be known unto
all men. The Lord is at hand. Be
careful for nothing : but in every
thing, by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving, let your re-
quests be made known unto God.
Andthe peace of God, which pass-
eth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.
The Gospel. 8t.John 1.19.
HTS is the record of John,
when the Jews sent Priests
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and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, Who art thou? And he con-
fessed, and denied not; but con-
fessed, I am not the Christ. And
they asked him, What then? Art
thou Elias? And he saith, I am
not. Art thou that Prophet ¢ And
he answered, No. Then said they
unto him, Who art thou ? that we
may give an answer to them

sent us. What sayest thou of thy-
self? He said, I am the voice of
one crivl'ing in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as
said the prophet Esalas. And they
which were sent were of the Pha-
risees. And they asked him, and
said unto him, Why baptizest thon
then, if thou be not that Christ,
nor Klias, neither that Prophet ?
John answered them, saying, I
baptize with water: but there
standeth one among you, whom
ye know not: He it is who com-
ing after me is preferred before
me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not
worthy to unloose. These things
were done in Bethabara beyond
Jordan, where John wag baptiz-

ing



Y

In the Prayer Book of 1548 an
additional Collect, Epistle (Tit.
ii. 11-15), and Gospel (Luke ii.
1-14), were provided for the
early Communion.

Tag CoLLEcT, composed in
1549, first dwells in thankfulness
on the Tncarnation of the only-
begotten Son of God ; next, com-
memorates our own entrance (in
Bsgtism) on the regeneration
of human nature thereby given,
and (as a consequence of it) our
adoption to Somnship, by God’s
grace and favour; and, lastly,

rays that this regeneration may
ge continued and renewed in us
daily by the Holy Spirit. (See
the Catechism and the Baptis-
mal Service.)

Tar EprisTLE is the opening
of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
which brings out with singular
explicitness the true Deity of
the Lord Jesus Christ; first, in
His manifestation on earth, ex-
alting Him above all prophets,
as the revealer of God and the
heir of all things ; next, describ-
ing Him in His own nature, as
the *‘effulgence of the Father’s
glory,”” ‘‘the visible manifesta-
_ tion of His substance,” the Cre-
ator and sustainer of all things;
lastly (in obvious reference to
such angel-worship as is describ-
ed in Col. ii. 18), dwelling on
His exaltation above the highest
angelic being, in infinite supe-
riority of nature. This doctrine
is illustrated, in conclusion, by
gld Testament quotations; from

8. ii. 7 and 2 Sam. vii. 14, dwell-
ing on the true Sonship of the
Messiah; from Ps. civ. 7, claim-
ing for Him ‘the worship of
Angels ; from Ps. xcvii. 7, civ. 4,
xlv. 6, 7, & cii. 256-27, contrasting
the mere ministry of Angels with
His infinite Majesty and Eternity

—all expressing the Deity of the
- Messiah of Prophecy.

TaE GosPeL is the still pro-
founder exposition of His God-
head in the Prologue to the
Gospel according to St. John.
(a) It describes Him by the name
used only in St. John, and ex-
pressing essential unity with the
Divine nature—the *‘ Worp,”
who ‘‘in -the beginning’ *‘‘was
with God, and was God”; and
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ascribes to Him the attributes
of Godhead—Eternity, Creative
Power, inherent Life, which is
the Light of men, shining in the
darkness of this world. () As
to His manifestation, dwelling
on the testimony of St. John
Baptist, it tells how the true
Light of all men came into the
world to His own creation, yet
His own creatures received Him
not; but how to those who re-
ceived Him He gave the Sonship
of God, in birth not of the flesh
but of the Spirit. (c) As to the
nature of that manifestation, it
shews how the Word became in-
carnate, and *‘ tabernacled inour
flesh,” making visible to manthe
‘“glory of the only-begotten of
the Father.”

In all three, taking for granted
the joyful fact of the Incarna-
tion, the mind is led on to the
profound meaning of it, as the
‘*“mystery of mysteries.”

THE PROPER LEssoxsfromthe
0ld Testament are the two great
Messianic promises of Isaiah (ix.
1-8 & vii. 10-17), bringing out
the Divine glories and attributes
of One who is yet the Son of
Man, and His birth from a pure
Virgin to be our Emmanuel;
and from the New Testament,
St. Luke’s record of the Nativity
manifested to the Shepherds and
hymned in Angelic Song ( Lukeii.
15), and.the remarkable summary
by St. Paul (Tit. iii. 4-9) of the
new regenerate life, given freely
to man, in and through the mani-
festation on earth, * of the kind-
nessand love of God our Saviour.”

Of the three Festivals, which
from very ancient times have
closely followed Christmas, the
Holy Innocents’ Day alone has
any historical association with
it; and various ideal reasons
have been given for the connec-
tion with it of the other two;
some noting in the three Fes-
tivals the three kinds of martyr-
dom—in will and deed, in will
alone, in deed alone ; others the
three typical graces of self-sac-
rifice, love, and purity. But it is
more likely to have grownup acci-
dentally, than to have been con.
trived on a preconceived system,

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, OR THE BI{RTH-DAY OF CHRIAT,
COMMONLY CALLED

Christmas=WBay.

The Collect.

LMIGHTY God, who hast
given us thy only-begotten

Son to take our nature upon him,
and as at this time to be born of
a pure Virgin ; Grant that we be-
ing regenerate, and made thy chil-
dren by adoption and grace, may
daily be renewed by thy Holy S})i-
rit ; through the same our Lord Je-
sus Christ, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the same Spirit, ever
oneGod,world without end. A men.

The Epistle. Heb. 1. 1.

GOD, who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son; whom
he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the
worlds ; who being the brightness
of his glory, and the express im-
age of his person, and upholding
allthings by the word of his power,
when he had by himself purged
our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty onhigh ; be-
ing made so much better than the
angels, as he hath by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name
than they. For unto which of the
angels said he at any time, Thou
art my Son, this day have I begot-
ten thee? And again, I will be to
him a Father, and he shall be to
me a Son? And again, when he
bringeth in the first-begotten into
the world, he saith, And let allthe
angels of God worship him. And
of the angels he saith, Who mak-
eth his angels spirits, and his mi-
nisters a flame of fire. But unto
the Son he saith, Thy throne, O
God, is for ever and ever; ascep-
tre of righteousness is the sceptre
of thy kingdom: Thou hast loved
righteousness, and hated iniquity;
therefore God, even thy God, hath

anointed thee with the oil of glad-
ness above thy fellows. And,
Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast
laid the foundation of the earth ;
and the heavens arc the works of
thine hands: they shall perish, but
thou remnainest ; and they all shall
wax old as doth a garment ; and
as a vesture shalt thou fold them
up, and they shall be changed ;
but thou art the same, and thy
years shall not fail.

The Gospel. St.John 1. 1.
IN the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with
God. All things were made by
him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made.
In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness, and the dark-
ness comprehended it not. There
was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. The same came
for a witness, to bear witness of
the light, that all men through
him might believe. He was not
that light, but was sent to bear
witness of that light. That was
the true light, which lighteth
every man that cometh into the
world. He was in the world, and
the world was made by him, and
the world knew him not. He
came unto his own, and his own
received him not. But as many
as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his
Name: which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man,but of God.
And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us (and we be-
held his glory, the glory as of the
only-begotten of the Father) full
of grace and truth.

Saint Stephen’s Bay.

The Collect.
RANT, O Lord, that, in all
our sufferings here upon

earth for the testimony of thy
truth, we may stedfastly look up
to heaven, and by faith behold the
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