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Reformed Episcopal Church Parish

Scripture – Reason • Tradition

Serving God since 37AD

Mission Statement

To minister to the spiritual needs of our congregation so they might effectively spread the Word of God and the good news of His Son Jesus Christ, our Savior, locally and throughout the world by prayer, word and deed in the Anglican tradition.

Who are we?

Often described as the Middle Way, walking a straight line between Roman Catholicism and radical Protestantism, Anglicans are Christians with their roots in the Church of England.  The Church came to England in the first century AD with Roman soldiers and merchants. Although there are no written records until the fifth century, legend holds that Joseph of Arimethea, who provided the tomb for the burial of Jesus Christ, brought Christianity to England in 37 AD. He is said to have built a church in Glastonbury in Somerset. Whether Joseph of Arimethea was the first to carry the faith to England or not, Christianity did arrive in England by the middle of the first century and was established there by the middle of the second century. Saint Alban, who was killed in the year 304, is believed to be the first English Christian martyr, and the British church was represented at the Council of Arles in 314 AD.  When the Romans left England around 400 AD, the Church was cut off from the rest of the world.  In the year 597, Pope Gregory the Great sent Augustine, Prior of the Abbey of Saint Andrew in Rome and recently consecrated as a bishop, as a missionary to England.  There, to his surprise, he found a well established, vibrant church already in place.  King Ethelbert and his Christian wife welcomed Augustine, and the king was converted and baptized. Augustine later became the first Archbishop of Canterbury. Augustine was apparently given significant latitude in allowing the English church to retain many of its deeply ingrained local customs and practices.  That changed when William the Conqueror brought the by then Roman Catholic church back to England.  The Church in England was taken over by the Church of Rome in 1066 AD.

Over the millennium of separation, the Church of Rome had developed a liturgical system of worship that provided an ordered approach to worship.  This ordered approach instilled not only a disciplined and orderly worship, but through its weekly repetition insured the church would make inroads into the people’s hearts.  

While there was much good that had come about in the intervening time, by the 1500s, the Roman Church had grown far from its first century roots with professed beliefs not only not found in biblical teaching, but contrary to the written Word as found in the Bible.  The gulf between the Church of Rome and the Bible had grown so great Bibles were not allowed in churches and most priests were not allowed access to them.  This meant the “Word of God” was whatever the “Church” in Rome said it was. After almost 500 years of growing heresy, a group of English clergymen and laymen lead a split from the Church of Rome and formed the Church of England.  The King of England was the titular head of the Church under the religious guidance of the Archbishop of Canterbury.  The first Book of Common Prayer was written in 1549 to bring the service of the Church in line with the teachings of the Bible.  In addition, King James directed the placing of Bibles in each church in the common language so they could be read and understood by the people.  The King James translation of 1611 is the most widely accepted and used biblical translation.

When people from England came to the New World, they brought their religion with them, not only the Puritans, but Church of England people, too.  After the Revolutionary War, our split with the English Crown, the Church here became the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States.  As the sun set on the British Empire, churches around the world changed names, mostly adopting the Anglican label.  In the 1960s an insidious virus took hold of the Episcopal Church of the United States.  People who did not believe in God, let alone the Bible, whose loyalty was not to the One True God, but rather to good feelings or perhaps the Devil took over.  The church became a home for anti-establishment, anti-Christ pro-homosexual priests, then bishops.  In 1979, a new prayer book was adopted, claiming to be a Book of Common Prayer with modernized language.  It was not, it was actually the first attempt by the non-believers to change the Church from within.  Since that time, the Episcopal Church has lost over 80 percent of its members.  The declining numbers show that those who believe in everything believe in nothing and do not need to go to church to find out they are okay.

Our congregation left the Episcopal church and rejoined the Anglican Communion in 2005.  We are a traditional parish associated with the Reformed Episcopal Church, the church in the United States most closely aligned with the original Anglican principles.  Each of our members has a strong commitment to biblical teachings.  None of us is perfect, but we believe that by working together we can become at least somewhat better and spread the Word of God in a world that clearly needs it.

What do we believe?

We are a Christian Church whose beliefs are summarized in the Nicene Creed below:

I

 believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,   And of all things visible and invisible: 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God; Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men for our salvation came down from heaven And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary   And was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.

  And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come. Amen

We have a clear statement of our faith.  We have also have clear guidance on the more esoteric parts of our faith and what we believe which are contained in the Articles of Religion in the back of our Book of Common Prayer.  We believe in the Word of God and if you read Article Six, you will find that unless it can be proved by certain warrant of Holy Scripture it shall not be deemed necessary to believed for salvation.  We believe we are saved only by the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (Article Eleven); yet good works are pleasing to God (Article Twelve).  We believe Deacons, Priests and Bishops should be married (Article Thirty-Two) as it says in the Bible.  Read the Articles some time to see what we believe.

We believe we should be guided by:

Scripture • Reason • Tradition

a trifoil of a kind, as Richard Hooker put it:

 “What Scripture doth plainly deliver, to that first place both of credit and obedience is due; the next whereunto is whatsoever any man can necessarily conclude by force of reason; after these the voice of the Church succeedeth. That which the Church by her ecclesiastical authority shall probably think and define to be true or good, must in congruity of reason over-rule all other inferior judgments whatsoever” (Laws, Book V, 8:2; Folger Edition 2:39,8-14).

He also said, "God is no captious sophister, eager to trip us up whenever we say amiss, but a courteous tutor, ready to amend what, in our weakness or our ignorance, we say ill, and to make the most of what we say aright."

“Scripture does not destroy nature but perfects it, Scripture presupposes reason and requires its use and that Grace presupposes nature.”

Rather than stand equally as a three legged stool, Scripture – Reason – Tradition form a three corded rope or line, the strength of which comes from Scripture, the direction from Reason and the beauty from Tradition.

Scripture

Our church is rooted in Holy Scripture.  Our service by phrase count is 83% scripture; we take scripture seriously.  Article Six of our Articles of Religion says:

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith, or thought to be requisite or necessary to salvation.

We seek through study to understand more fully the meaning of the Bible.  We do not claim to find hidden meaning in the Word of God.  We think, like the Constitution of the United States, the Bible means what it says.  We are not complete literalists, rather we think the Bible was written to be understood by the people in terms they could appreciate. The meaning is clear to the reader and not hidden.

We believe the Word of God has the power to improve each of our lives, if only we will do what we are clearly told. 
Reason

Reason is necessary for the understanding and application of scripture in all the areas in which scripture might be applied.  Reason is God’s greatest gift to human beings, enabling them to understand God’s plan for the whole of reality, to situate themselves within it and to specify proper moral forms of human activity. 

Reason means the clarity of Scripture, accessible through human thought. Revisionist moderns have taken “Reason” to refer to rational thinking over against the implied obscurity or irrelevancy of Scriptures. Rather the true meaning is that Scripture is clear and easily understandable in everything it speaks about and Church decisions should be subject to the “plain reading” of the text. Reason, after all is a gift of God, which enables us to understand God’s plan for life through, not separate from, Scripture.

Tradition

Where we cannot find guidance in scripture or draw a conclusion from rational deduction, we look to the tradition of the Church.

We are all newcomers to the Church.  Our Church is a direct descendant of the Church established in England about the year 37 AD.  We were taken over by the Roman Church in 1066 AD and split from them in 1549 AD.  We use a liturgical based service which follows the original 1549 service very closely.  We do not find the language archaic, but rather majestic.  We are open to change, but find no value in change for the sake of change.  We look to the traditions of our Church to guide us beyond Scripture and Reason, but never in conflict with them.

Liturgy or Free Flow?
A liturgy is literally an established formula for public worship in a church which uses prescribed forms.  It is a set form of worship.  The service is the same, with minor variations, every Sunday.  Unlike some churches, it is not free flow based on the desires or whims of the pastor or congregation.  Use of a liturgy insures that everything is covered every Sunday and throughout the Christian Year.  A liturgy gives a needed and reassuring semblance of order in an otherwise sometimes disorderly world.  The choice of readings for each Sunday insures the highlights of the Bible are covered each year, but does not discourage reading of the Bible.  The liturgical service is contained within our Book of Common Prayer (BCP).

1928 Book of Common Prayer

The Anglican Church uses the 1928 Book of Common Prayer (BCP), which is a direct descendant of the original 1549 Book of Common Prayer, unique to the United States, as a means of bringing worshippers who form the Body of Christ together.  The Book of Common Prayer is common in the sense it is common to us all, a means not only to worship, to share our faith, but to bind us together as a common people, the Body of Christ.  Using a BCP means whatever Anglican Church you might attend, in whatever country, you will feel at home with the service.  It also means the prayers you hear will be familiar to you, you will not have to wait until the end of each prayer to decide if you are willing to add the familiar “Amen”, which means you concur and affirm the foregoing prayer.  The BCP is not just a collection of elegant words, it is a reordering and rearranging of Bible text to form a liturgy or order of service.  The entire service is based on Biblical text.  Rest assured, there is nothing in the service that cannot be found in or proved by Holy Scripture.

The Sunday Service

The Anglican Church has a liturgical based service, that is to say it is in a fixed form and varies only slightly from Sunday to Sunday.  

Our music is a combination of contemporary songs with guitars before the service and traditional hymns with an organ during the service.  

We use the 1928 Book of Common Prayer and announce the pages. You will be able to follow along easily. 
The service each Sunday is Holy Communion, sometimes also referred to as The Holy Eucharist or Mass.  

The service begins on page 67 of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and works its way through to page 84.  There near the beginning of the service, on page 70, we will be reading the Collect for the Day, Epistle and Gospel, these are referred to as The Propers.  There are separate Collects, Epistles and Gospels for each Sunday and some special days.  They are found a bit further back in the BCP starting on page 90.  After the Collect, Epistle and Gospel, we come back to page 71 for the Nicene Creed and go page by page afterwards.

The service is very easy to follow if you just remember the jump to the Collect, Epistle and Gospel, then back to the Nicene Creed.  If you notice, there are little italicized notes in the BCP which give directions for the service.  These are referred to as “rubrics.”  They are called rubrics, or red text, because in the older and fancier BCPs, they are printed in red.  If you look at the rubrics, you will have a good idea of what is coming next.

If you have a few extra minutes, take a bit of time to carefully read one or more of the prayers in the service, think about what the words really mean.

Sunday School – Child Care – Kids in General

As Anglicans, we feel strongly that families should worship together.  We have a short class before each service, the sermon is short our timeline is normally like this:


0830
Pre-Service Class on some aspect of what we believe or church history


0845
Holy Communion Service starts


0855
Sermon


0902
Holy Communion Service resumes


0920
Holy Communion Service ends



Let the post service goodies be consumed

We prefer to have the children worship with all of us.  Yes, sometimes they squirm and sometimes they cry.  No one minds this in the least.  For the very small, bring a playpen or blanket, we have some lovely kids’ books in the Lending Library by the rear door.

The main thing is they get to participate in the worship of God and get used to the idea; a thing that will stay with them their entire life.  This early training is calculated to instill the idea of worship and ingrain it deeply in their hearts.

Do you recall what Jesus said about the little children in Matthew Chapter 19, starting at Verse 13?

Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.   And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence.
We think our families are best served by worshipping together, parents leading from the front of the family, not pushing from the back.  The pre-service lesson and sermons are understandable at various levels.  Driving home, discuss them with your children, you may be surprised at what you missed.

The Dreaded Offering – How much should I put it?

Oddly enough, not a single penny.  We want you to feel at home. We ask that newcomers do not contribute to the offering, other than to fill out a contact card. You won’t be alone, many of our members contribute by mail.
The Card - We do ask that you fill out the colored card in your bulletin and put in the plate.  The card is not just for newcomers.  We ask that each of our members fill out a card and place it in the offering plate with any special prayer requests.

We want you to feel at home in our church, to enjoy it as much as we do.  If you decide you wish to attend our church on a regular basis, we would appreciate your financial support.  

Our focus, our very reason for being, is to fulfill the Great Commission: To spread the Word. We don’t have a building, we don’t worry about money, our treasure is not here. We want to help our brothers find the Key to Heaven.
We are not here to serve a building.  We intentionally chose to have our church services in a school auditorium rather than an expensive building.  We want all we can muster go towards God’s work and not a building; not just money, but effort.

What Anglicans believe about other religions?

This is probably best explained by the Anglican writer, CS Lewis, author of the well-known Chronicles of Narnia:

I have been asked to tell you what Christians believe, and I am going to begin by telling one thing that Christians do not need to believe. If you are a Christian you do not have to believe that all the other religions are simply wrong all through. If you are an atheist you do have to believe that the main point in all the religions are simply wrong all through. If you are an atheist you do have to believe that the main point in all the religions of the whole world is simply one huge mistake. If you are a Christian, you are free to think that all these religions, even the queerest ones, contain a least some hint of the truth. When I was an atheist I had to try to persuade myself that most of the human race have always been wrong about the question that mattered to them most; when I became a Christian I was able to take a more liberal view. But, of course, being a Christian does mean thinking that where Christianity differs from other religions, Christianity is right and they are wrong. As in arithmetic—there is only one right answer to a sum, and all other answers are wrong: but some of the wrong answers are much nearer being right than others.” (CS Lewis, Mere Christianity, 43)

But the truth is God has not told us what His arrangements about other people are. We do know that no man can be saved except through Christ; we do not know that only those who know Him can be saved through Him. But in the meantime, if you are worried about the people outside, the most unreasonable thing you can do is remain outside yourself." (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 65).
The real point of all this is that we do not know what arrangements, if any, God has made for other people.  We know what arrangements He made for us when He sent His Son to give His life that we might live.  We don’t want to take any chances.

What is Anglicanism?

Anglicanism is a word used to describe a Confederation of National Churches, throughout the world, currently in communion with the Archbishop of Canterbury, maintaining the historic Christian faith and order of the original Church.  The Anglican Churches owe their historic origin to the mother Church of England. There are some 80 million Anglicans living in around the world. Our congregation is a member of the Reformed Episcopal Church Parish, which is a member of the Common Cause Partnership and the Federation of Anglican Churches in North America.

Anglicanism is bound, above all, to Holy Scripture for the Bible is the “Word of God.” The Bible is the record of God’s revelation in Christ, the story of what God did, out of which the Good News comes all people of the world. In the Old Testament (Hebrew scriptures) God prepares people for his promise of a savior. In the New Testament God fulfills his promise. Together they tell of the story of divine redemption given to the Christian Church.

Anglicanism gives allegiance to the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed; and through these statements of faith, to the central Christian dogmas which the Creeds express. Every creedal statement is to be believed insofar as it may be proved (that is, tested) by an appeal to Scripture [Articles of Religion, Article 8 in the Book of Common Prayer].

Anglicanism has no official theologian in its history. It welcomes contributions from many theologians but it finds absolute authority in none. We learn from Augustine and Aquinas, and from Luther and Calvin, but we are not bound to any one or any set of theologians or school of thought.

In the Creed we have the essence of Scripture.  Our system depends on the individual member keeping priests and bishops honest.  If a priest or bishop teaches or preaches contrary to scripture, members are not only allowed, but rather expected to call them on it.  As much as we adore our Book of Common Prayer and believe its editor Thomas Cranmer to have been divinely inspired in his editing, we recognize it as just that, editing.  Bishop Cranmer simply recompiled scripture into a format that would allow more effective worship.  He invented nothing and would be horrified if anyone thought he did.

We work to more fully understand the mind and working of God. God embodies, defines truth—He does not change.  As truth, He cannot change.  Sometimes our perception changes as we learn more about Him.

The correct interpretation of the Scriptures is critical as it records the truth of God’s saving acts is passed down to us. We need to read and understand what Jesus said and did, which is recorded in Scripture, the Gospels. We need to read and understand to what Jesus’ Apostles learned from Him and put into practice, which is recorded in Scripture, the Acts of the Apostles and the various Epistles.  This is the Word of God written by eyewitnesses and those who heard their stories.

Anglicanism does not intend to preclude theological development nor deny the right use of human reason. However, it insists that nothing can be taught as necessary to salvation which is not contained in the Holy Scriptures. This is used to test any development as valid.

Anglicanism flourishes knowing that the basis for the Christian faith is in the saving acts of God, recorded in Holy Scripture. Likewise, Anglicanism appeals to history or tradition, believing the ancient Fathers of the Church provided an invaluable insight into the correct interpretation of the Scriptures which is sound and accurate—a standard by which later interpretation of the Scriptures should be judged.

Anglicanism is committed to thoughtful study and careful reasoning to spiritual, and indeed, every other realm of experience. If we are to appeal to Scripture and to its interpretation by the Fathers of the Church (the first four centuries of Christian faith), we must employ our minds; fruitful Christian living demonstrates that our experience is enriched and deepened by the truth.

Anglicanism is not so much the statement of particular truths as it is a way of understanding and evaluating all truth. Instead of focusing on absolutes, it emphasizes the fullest expression of the truth for our Christian living. It does recognize the rightful place of divine authority. Anglicanism strives to embody orthodox living, evangelical zeal, and catholic (universal) belief.

Anglicanism is a network of national churches headed by Primates, or Archbishops, in communion with the Archbishop of Canterbury rather than a centrally controlled worldwide church like the Roman Church.  The Archbishop of Canterbury serves as the titular head of the Anglican Communion, but has no “special powers” as to theology.  While the office of the Archbishop of Canterbury has a special place in the church, he cannot himself move the church from its theological position.  At this time, the Archbishop of Canterbury seems to be moving his office away from its foundation of Scripture, Reason, and Tradition following The Episcopal Church (TEC) rather than leading the worldwide communion.  The drift away from the trifoil of Scripture, Reason, and Tradition has resulted in the development of a defensive “communion of bishops and congregations” necessary to the need of laity and clergy to embody in their own daily life and fellowship this foundation of Scripture, Reason, and Tradition.  It is hoped the continuing churches will come together to form a new national church in the Anglican tradition.

Alpine Anglican Church of the Blessed Trinity invites you to explore God’s purpose for your life with a focus on Scripture, Reason, and Tradition.  Every Sunday, at 0830 (8:30am) before the start of each service, we conduct a ten minute class to help us understand God’s purpose for our lives. We experience God’s presence so that we enjoy the abundant life God has planned for the present and into eternity.

A

lmighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BCP page 92
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Reformed Episcopal Church – Why did we associate with them?

We originally associated with the Diocese of the West of the Anglican Province of America because it was orthodox and has a truly Christ centered Bishop.  The Diocese of the West joined the Reformed Episcopal Church, as they are the closest to the original Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America before its takeover by heretics and are dedicated to the World Wide Anglican Communion.

The Reformed Episcopal Church is one of a number of "Continuing" Anglican churches in the United States. It regards the Episcopal Church, USA as heretical and increasingly anti-Christian; thus it maintains an organization separate from that body in order to follow a Christian Anglican tradition. The REC has shown itself to be one of the faster developing of the American continuing churches, having absorbed several smaller Anglican jurisdictions and entering into intercommunion agreements with other Continuing Anglican bodies in the United States and in Asia.  A concordat of intercommunion has more recently been reached between the Anglican Church of Nigeria and the Reformed Episcopal Church.  Work is underway for a new province of North American in the Anglican Communion in the near future which could involve the REC.

What is The Reformed Episcopal Church?

The oldest of the continuing Anglican churches in the United States of America, the, (www.rechurch.org) the Reformed Episcopal Church was organized in New York City in 1873 by eight clergymen and twenty laymen who were formerly priests and members of the Protestant Episcopal Church. A long debate over the excessive ritualism and exclusive attitude of the Protestant Episcopal Church toward other denominations lay behind the separation. The immediate cause of the division lay in the participation of Bishop George David Cummins, Assistant Bishop of Kentucky, at a Communion Service held in the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City. In the face of criticism and with the conviction that the evangelical and catholic nature and mission of the Protestant Episcopal Church were being lost, Bishop Cummins resigned as Assistant Bishop of Kentucky and transferred his Episcopal oversight to a new jurisdiction called the Reformed Episcopal Church.

Doctrine and organization of the Reformed Episcopal Church are similar to that of the Episcopal Church  (TEC) with several important exceptions:

· Holy Scripture is the highest authority in the Reformed Episcopal Church.

· The Reformed Episcopal Church vigorously holds to the plain understanding of the 39 Articles of Religion of the English Reformation and adopted them as the doctrinal standard of the Church at her founding.

· Clergymen ordained as Presbyters in other churches may be received into the ministry of the Reformed Episcopal Church. If their ordination is irregular, such orders must be regularized by the laying on of hands of a Bishop. Members are admitted on letters of dismissal from other Protestant groups.

· Worship is liturgical. At Sunday morning worship, the use of the Prayer Book, recently revised to conform with the 1662 Book of Common Prayer (BCP), is required. The 1928 BCP is also authorized for use and in fact is the most common Book of Common Prayer in use. At other services the use of the Prayer Book is optional, while at any service extemporaneous prayer may be used by the minister.

· The REC holds traditional values and beliefs, looking to scripture for authority, it does not accept practicing homosexual priests, female priests or same sex marriage.

· The triennial General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church is not like the General Convention of TEC since her bishops do not constitute a separate house but, rather, vote with the Clergy.

There are three Theological Institutions within the United States (Philadelphia, PA; Summerville, S.C.; Houston, TX). The Reformed Episcopal Church is in fellowship through concordat with the Free Church of England (Otherwise known as the Reformed Episcopal Church in England), the Anglican Province of America and the Anglican Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). There are 13,422 members in 137 local parishes and missions. (Plus the new parishes and congregants of the Diocese of the West.)

Community Services

The area our church serves, San Diego County, is a relatively wealthy area, financially, but spiritually it is lacking in many resources.  Mindful of CS Lewis warning that a Christian lawyer or teacher will impact more peoples lives than a Christian priest, each of our parishioners is charged to live their lives as examples of our Lord’s power to those around them.

As a parish, we do more than just mouth the words, we lead by example.  We sponsor the Free Teen Guitar Class, provide a chaplain to the San Diego County Sheriff’s Department, provide counseling and spiritual assistance to those in need and spread the Word throughout the world.

Free Teen Guitar Class

The Free Teen Guitar Class (FTGC) is a public service of the Alpine Anglican Church of the Blessed Trinity providing free instruction in beginning through advanced guitar. Instructor Father Ironhand was a professional musician and teacher before entering the ministry. Ironhand teaches classes every Wednesday at the Alpine Community Center. The FTGC performs at the Alpine Concert in the Park series every summer, at the Alpine Ecumenical Services for Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. To get the students used to performing in public while maintaining their confidence, the FTGC plays for the church the first Sunday of each month at the Alpine Elementary School Auditorium at 0830 (8:30am). 

On the web at http://www.freeteenguitarclass.com/
San Diego County Sheriff’s Department Chaplain 

When tragedy strikes, people need help.  In the county, when they run in to trouble, they dial 911 and the San Diego Sheriff answers.  Our church furnishes a chaplain to the San Diego County Sheriff on an as needed basis.  Father Keith Acker has been with the San Diego County Sheriff since 1999.  When wildfires recently threatened our county, he spent the week with the Sheriff, helping as needed thoroughout the east county.

Christmas Dinner
When the Alpine Ministerial Association ceased its sponsorship of the Alpine Community Center Christmas Dinner, our parish decided Christmas is about family, in this case the family of God.  With the help of the local Boy Scouts, who had traditionally provided the “service”, we took over the dinner.

The event is for those who have no “place” to go, no family to be with.  You need not be “poor” to go to the event; you need not be rich.  All you need is to realize your life would be better if you shared Christmas with your family.  When you have no family near by, look for some.  God has a big family.  The dinner’s purpose is to get the family of God together.  Some of the attendees are poor, some are without fixed address, others have plenty of material items and no family nearby.  When it is over, everyone had more family than they did before.  Most of our family left with take home food for the morrow.  Most importantly, no one left empty, body or soul.

Father Acker brings the Free Teen Guitar Class to provide music for Christmas Carol singing before the meal.  The attendees sang along and loved the chance to see the kids and talk to new faces.

Everyone had a great time.  What a great day to share with family members.  God has a great family.

Missionary Diocese of Vietnam Project

Spreading the Word of God sometimes calls for creativity.  Our parish has taken the lead in bringing the Anglican Church back into Vietnam.  We are about eighteen months in what is likely to be a five year project bringing the Word to a country that needs it more than most.  Our work is unconventional, working through a network of House Churches, but it is going forward.
Contact Us

See us on the web at:


http://www.alpineanglican.com/

http://www.freeteenguitarclass.com/

http://www.thebeadle.blogspot.com/

http://web.mac.com/thebeadle/BeadleBlog/Blog/Blog.html

http://thursdayeveningnews.blogspot.com/
E-Mail



Reverend Keith Acker, Vicar




frkeitha@alpineanglican.com

Hap Arnold, Beadle



thebeadle@mac.com
Postal


Alpine Anglican Church of the Blessed Trinity  
PO Box 2626


Alpine, California 91903-2626 

Telephone


 (619) 722-1772

Join Us

Join us for one of our services:


Sunday
0830 (8:30am) at Alpine Elementary School, 1850 Alpine Boulevard, Alpine, CA 91903


Friday
0930 (9:30am) at the Victoria House Chapel 2828 North Victoria Drive, Alpine, CA 91903
OPR: Hap Arnold

 not endorsed by any organization
While other churches wander, the Anglican church has kept to the same course since 37 AD.  God does not change with fashions and neither have we.
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How to fFind us:
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Take the Tavern Road exit from I-8, go south, turn left on to Alpine Boulevard and go about 3/8 of a mile east.  We are on the left in auditorium of Alpine Elementary School at 1850 Alpine Boulevard.
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Every Saint has a Past
Every Sinner has a Future
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